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TO TBC 

REV. W. H. H AVERGAL, A. M. 



My dear Friend, 

Is sending these sheets to the press, I feel 
happy that I can gratify my friendship for you. Life 
may present me with no other simOar opportunity; 
and, therefore, I cannot let this pass unimproyed. 

Your late abode was in the midst of scenes, with 
which, in my. mind, are associated no small number of 
sacred recollections. Of these, many crowded upon 
me one starry autumnal eveniog, two years ago, when 
we walked together down the vale of S Th6 

visions of memory, indeed, resemble the views which 
we then caught of the surrounding landscape. Pro- 
minent and strongly defined objects alone met the eye, 
while minuter forms were enveloped in deepening 
gloom. So oblivion conceals the lesser and more 
numerous incidents of life, while the light of heaven, 
or the shades of earth, retain in our remembrance 
others^ too distinctly marked with good or evil, with 
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These papers owe their existence to the chamber of 
affliction — to moments snatched from anxious tigila, 
near the couch of sickness. The compo^tion and 
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The Walking Bible. 



At the residence of one of the earliest and best 
instructors of my youth, the aged P — was a frequent 
tind most welcome visitor. He was a short, slender 
man, yet of venerable aspect, and when I last saw him, 
age had left but few locks upon his head, and they 
were grey. His hoary head, however, was a crown of 
glory, for it was found in the way of righteousness. 
His manners were saintly, at the same time that they 
were distinguished by simplicity and cheerfulness. His 
presence inspired awe, but it was the affectionate re- 
verence which was excited by eminent, yet meek and 
gentle piety. I often in vain have wished, that a me* 
morialof bis sterling virtues and of the more remark* 
able occurrences of his life had been recorded. These 
occurrences indeed and these virtues were not of a 
description that would awaken the curiosity or pro* 
cure the admiration of a world, which is generally 
taken only with splendid events, and with qualiti^ 
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which are often more ostentatious and dazzling, than 
beneficial to their possessor or to mankind. ''The 
short and simple annals of the poor/* especially when 
those annals tell of principles drawn from heavenly 
sources, and of actions conducted -upon such princi- 
ples, are commonly scorned and overlooked as un- 
worthy of attention and perusal. A few, however, 
esteem what the many despise. There are those who 
are more highly delighted by a bright exhibition of 
Christian graces in '* the poor of this world, whom 
God hath chosen, rich in faith, and heirs of the king- 
dom which he hath promised to them that love him;" 
than by contemplating the elevated attainments of the 
sons of science, the schemes of statesmen, or the 

• achievements of warriors. By persons of this class, 
narratives like that which I now commit to paper are 
.duly appreciated. 

After the lapse of several years, I again met P — 
at the house of my tutor. Dr. W. He took a chair 
in my study, and at my request gave me some very 
interesting particulars of hiii^ former life. Of these, 
many have escaped my, recollection. The following 
are all that remain upon my mind. 

He was born in a lonely cottage, that stands near 
- the ^ild and dreary summit of a very lofty hill, in 

* the county of G — . I well remember the spot, fbr 
I oace visited it in company with some beloved 
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fiiendsy* and gazed in rapture from it on the lore- 
lies! and most extensive prospect afforded by that pic- 
turesque county. His widowed mother picked up a 
scanty subsistence for herself, and her two orphan 
boys and girl. She nevertheless contrived to give 
them a plain cottage education. The younger of her 
sous, who is the subject of this memorial, at a very 
early age evinced that he was truly a member of 
Christ, the child of God, and an inheritor of the 
kingdom of heaven. Their humble dwelling contain- 



* Of these was the eminently good Mr. S— — . Nor can 
I refrain from here payiog a small tribute to the revered 
memory of a man, who thongh now numbered with the 
Hpiritfl of just men made perfect, will long life below in the 
affections of hundreds. His piety was of the highest cast^ 
and led him forward in a steady and consistent coarse, which 
he adorned by all that was lovely in the sight of God, and all 
that waa of good report arnqog men. Hit Christian charac- 
ter was the mature growth of more than half a century, and 
it remained firmly rooted, and ever verdant, through the 
dianges and storms of a long life. He was so exempt from 
the spirit of theological parties* that his house was. open to, 
and his heart embraced men of apparently the most opposite 
sentiments, when he traced in them the image of his divine 
Master. He was decided without bigotry. The tone of hia 
conversation was heavenly and spiritual, without being af- 
fected or enthusiastic. Extended and commensurate with the 
utmost limits of the Catholic Church as was his charity, be 
was yet from principle a cordial friend of the Establish- 
ment ; and when he died, the Government of his country 
lost one of its most intelligently loyal and unwavering sup- 
porters. 
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ed not the inyaluable treasure of the Word of God^ 
which, by a dispentatiou of divine mercy unparalleled 
in the history of the Church, is nov placed within 
the reach of the most destitute. The boy, having* 
discovered at the house of a friend a mutUated copy 
of the Holy Scriptures, from time to time boi*rowed 
various fragments, under an engagement to return 
eacK part as. soon as he had read it, and before he 
applied for another. This loan of a few p&gea wa» 
diligently improved ; and so ardent was his lave, and 
so retentive his memory of what he read, that in his 
mkid he gradually transcribed the oracles of God; 
and from his accurate and ready utterance of them,, 
afterwardb acquired the name of the Walkitng Bibie\, 
How happy would be the result, and how different a 
face would the Christian world quickly assume, if all, 
who now enjoy the common but too lowly estimated 
possession, of the Scriptures, were so to read, mark„ 
harn, and inwardly digest them, as did this orphan 
boy ! We cannot indeed expect this from men, whose 
hearts are averse to, and whose lives are at variance 
with divine truth. The natural and confirmed enmity 
of their hearts must be subdued by the operatioos of 
the . Holy Spirit^ before they can feel disposed thus 
to regard the inspired writings. But it is not unusual 
for professed approvers and lovers of the truth as it 
is in Jesus, to be criminally ignorant of a very large 
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portion of God's Holy Word. This often is the secret 
source of error both in doctrine and practice : the mind 
is perplexed with doubts, indistinct notions, and va* 
dilating purposes ; and the life displays a lamentable 
deficiency of consistent and decided conduct. 

This young disciple of a Master, who is the ever- 
present and willing teacher of those who sit at his 
feet, and often largely infuses hearenly wisdom into a 
mind blessed with few external privileges, was not 
satisfied with a speculative knowledge, and a faithful 
remembrance of the Scriptures. They were to him, 
as many years after he said to me, with equal sim- 
plicity and beauty, when I was lighting him by night 
along a dark road, '' a lamp unto his feet and a light 
unto his path.*' Religion with him became a govern- 
ing principle. As it was. the joy of his heart, so it 
was the rule of his life. Of this his early years af- 
forded an eminent instance. Nor is it probable that 
it was a solitary one. For the genuine piety in which 
it originated is not like the casually kindled fire of the 
traveller, which for a little time illumines a narrow 
comer of the wilderness, and then expires ; it rather 
resembles the permanent and steady flame, which un- 
interruptedly burned upon the altar of Jehovah ia the 
tabernacle and temple of ancient days* 

In a very severe winter, the. poor family on. S — 
Hill found themselves both destitute of fuel, and too 
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straitened in their means to purchase any. They had 
completely exhausted the neighbouring woods of the 
scanty and precarious supply of decayed and broken 
branches, which, in the compassionate and minute ar* 
rangements of Providence, the fierce ' but friendly 
tempests rend from the trees and strew upon the 
ground to kindle the cottage hearth* It was an origin 
nal of Thomson's picture : 

" the lone widow and her orphans pin'd 

In starving solitude ; while luxury 

In palaces, lay straining her low thought 

To form unreal wants." 

In the garden that environed their hovel stood a large 
pear-tree, more venei*ated for its age than valued for 
its fruitfulness. The mother expressed a wish that 
this should be cut down for fire-wood, and the task 
fell upon her younger boy. He heard his parent in 
silence. She repeated her wish, and wondered that 
he for a moment hesitated to comply. <' Mother,*' 
said he, " I ought to obey you, but I must first obey 
God. The tree is not ours. It belongs to our land- 
lord ; and you know that God says, '' Thou shalt not 
steal." I therefore hope that you will not make me 
cut it down." Influenced by this touching re^^y, she 
desisted. Again they all explored the adjacent woods, 
and for a day or two more lingered through the cold. 
Nature at last spake with a louder voice than con- 
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science, and drowtied it in the mother's bosom. She 
peremptorily renewed her command, that the pear-tree 
should be felled, to shield them from the inclemency 
of the weather. Her boy meekly repeated his con- 
scientious objection, but she would take no refusal. 
He then said: ''Mother, the good God has often 
helped u^, and supplied our wants when we have 
been in trouble. Let us wait till this time to-morrow. 
Then, if we do not find some relief, though I am sure 
it will be wrong, yet, if you make me do it, I will 
cut down the tree in obedience to your command.^' 
She yielded, and he, in his simple manner, retired, and 
in secret earnestly prayed to the God of Daniel and 
his three faithful brethren, to interfere and prevent 
them from displeasing him by a transgression of his 
holy law. Early on the following day, he sallied forth 
to make another search for wood. He walked along 
the ridge of the hill to a distant part, where under 
the skirts of a copse ran a rough cross road from the 
town of D — . He there observed a stranger with a 
horse and cart at a stand, and went up to him. The 
man was in great perplexity and anger, for the rug<- 
gedness of the road had broken one of the wheels 
of his cart, that was laden with coal, and he could 
proceed no further. The boy kindly asked if he could 
help him. <^ Help me," said the man in a surly tone, 
'' no ; unless you can buy the coal of me. I'll sell it 
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you cheap : for I am many miles from home, and be- 
fore I can get my cart mended and come back again, 
it will be stolen/' *' Oh !*' replied the boy, ^^ we have 
no coal in the house, though we want some bad 
enough. But we have no money to buy it, so I don't 
know what you can do." " Well," rejoined the stran- 
ger, "I can't take it, so you may. Do you live over 
there?" "Yes." ** I'll trust you then; and if when I 
call you can pay me for it, well and good." He 
then emptied the coal into the road, and patching 
up his cart as well as he was able, drove away, 
and never after made his appearance. With an over- 
flowing heart, young P bounded along the hill 

upon the hard frozen turf, told his tale, and with 
the assistance of the rest of the family, conveyed 
the shining mineral as an unlooked-for treasure to 
their cottage. Doubtless, to their astonished minds, 
the quickly-kindled fire seemed to burn with a brighter 
flame, and to send forth a more glowing heat than 
they had ever before witnessed. Tears of love, grati- 
tude, and admiration must have filled the mother's 
eye, as she alternately gazed at the fire and her boy. 
<' Thus," as he added, when he gave me the simple 
narration, " the pear-tree was saved, and I was saved 
from doing a thing which would have made me very 
unhappy. I took an early opportunity of kneeling 
down under its leafless branches, covered as they then 
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were only with the hoary foliage of winter, and pour- 
ing out my heart in grateful praise to Him, who thus 
graciously and surprisingly mterposed on our be- 
half." 

There may be presumption in looking out for ex-* 
traordinary interferences in our favour in the dark 
labyrinths of a perplexed and intricate l^fe like the 
present : but it is difficult to ascertain the exact point 
where a simple, implicit, enlarged confidence in the 
providential care of our heavenly Father degenerates 
into such presumption. A specious infidelity, which 
goes far towards denying the consolatory doctrine of a 
particular providence, not unfrequently lurks under 
the assumed garb of humility, and passes current in 
the world as sterling good sense, and as the happy 
medium between open scepticism, and presumptuous 
enthusiasm. Those who live under its sway, contem- 
plating in cold light the Almighty as the High and 
Lofty One, that inhabiteth eternity and dwelleth in 
the high and holy place, are disposed doubtingly in- 
stead of admiringly to put the Psalmist's question : 
" What is man, that thou art mindful of him V* They 
cannot conceive that he who guides the planets in 
their orbits, and over-rules the rise and fall of empires, 
will condescend to notice and to superintend the cir- 
cumstantial details of domestic scenes or of individual 
life. They may indeed concede this minute attention 



10 The Walking Bible. 

to the attractive splendour of his course, who con* 
centrates the ga^ of a kiiigdom or a hemisphere on 
his philosophy or his achievements: but not to the 
ordinary occurrences of their progress through the 
world, ^whom Grat dommemorates in his incompara- 
ble elegy : 

• 

" Fa^^om the madding crowd's ignoble strife 
Their sober wishes never learn'd to stray; 

Along the cool sequestered vale of life 
They kept the noiseless tenor of their way/* 

It is not perha()s from the often miraculous facts re- 
corded in the pages of i^acred history, that we can 
with the greatest safety draw our conclusions as to 
what a true Child of God may expect at his Father's 
hands of relief in waiit, or of deliverance in danger* 
But the general tendency of scriptural precepts, to^ 
gether with an enlightened view of the attributes of 
God, sanation the language of that Christian Philoso-^ 
pher and Divine, whose writings are now widely dif* 
fusing a hallowed influence over every rank in so* 
ciety on both sides of the Tweed. " At the very 
time tiiat God's benignant regard takes in the mighty 
circle of created beings, there is not a single family 
overlooked by him, and every individual in every 
corner of his dominions is as effectually seen to, as 
if the ol^ject of an exclusive and undivided care." 
^' Whil^ his comprehensive mind can grasp the whole 
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lunpiitade of mtnre, to die very oatermost of its 

boandaiies, he has an attentiTe eye fastened on the 

very famnMest of its objects, and ponders every thoii^t 

of my heart, and notices erery footstep of my foings, 

and treasnres np in his lemembrance, every totn and 

every movement of my history." " AYhile magnitude 

does not overpower him, minuteness cannot esci^ 

him, and variety cannot bewilder hhn; and, at the 

very time when the mind of the Deity is abroad over 

the whole vastness of creation, there is not one par* 

ti<de of matter, there is not one individual principle of 

rational or of animal existence, there is not one sii^le 

world in that expanse which teems with them, that 

his eye does not discern as constantly, and his hand 

does not guide as unerringly, and his spirit does not 

watch and care for as vigilantly, as if it formed the 

one and exclusive object of hTs attention/' 

These remarks are introduced to obviate some ob- 
jections which possibly might be made to this and 
other particulars in the history of my old friend. For 
my own part, I fully enter into the sentiment of an 
ancient writer, that it would not be worth while to 
live in a world that' was not governed by a Providence. 
Nothing is §• tranquilizing and consolatory amidst the 
perpetual shiftings and fluctuations and uncertainties 
cf( an inconstant world, than the firm belief that my 
family and mysetf are wholly dependent on the sleep- 
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less and unremitting care of our reconciled God and 
Father; that he views with indifference nothing which 
can affect us either with good or ill ; that every drop 
in the ocean of means is in his hand and at his dis- 
posal ; and that he is making all things work together 
for our good. ^' His eye is upon every hour of my 
existence. His spirit is intimately present with every 
thought of my heart. His inspiration gives hirth to 
every purpose within me. His hand impresses a di- 
rection upon every footstep of my goings. Every 
breath I inhale is drawn by an energy which God 
deals out to me. Ihis body, which, upon the slight- 
est derangement, would become the prey of death, or 
of woeful suffering, is now at ease, because he at 
this moment is warding off from me a thousand dan- 
gers, and upholding the thousand movements Of its 
complex and delicate Machinery. His presiding in- 
fluence keeps me through the whole current of my 
restless and ever changing history. When I walk by 
the way he is along with me. When I enter into 
company, amid all my forgetfulness of him, he never 
forgets me. In the silent watches of the night, when 
my eyelids have closed, and my spicit has sunk into 
unconsciousness, the observant eye of Him who never 
slumbers is upon me. I cannot ^y from his presence. 
Go where I will, he tends me, and watches me, and 
^^es for me ; and the same Being who is now at 
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work in the riemotest domains of nature and of pro- 
vidence, is also at my right liand to eke out to 
me every moment of my beitig, and to uphold me 
m the exercise of all my feelings, and of all my 
faculties.^' 

P— *• was emphatically the child of Providence, 
and through life he retamed an habitual impression 
of these sentiments. Riches were never his ; but 
he was elevated above his natural condition by a 
series of events, which I lament that I either never 
hiqi\ired into, or have now forgotten. There ever 
remained, however, that narrowness in his circum- 
stances, which particularly endeared, and often brought 
home and illustrated to his mind the exquisitely beau- 
tiful address of One, who himself knew not where to 
lay his head, to those who had no treasure laid 
up on earth. ^* Behold the fowls of the air ; for 
they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into 
bams; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are 
not ye much better than they? — And why take ye 
thought for raiment ? Consider the lilies of the field, 
how they grow; diey toil not neither do they spin; 
and yet I say unto you, that even Solomon in all 
his glory was not arrayed like one of these. Where- 
fore if God so clothe the grass of the field, which 
to day is, and to-morrow is cast into the oven, shall 
he not much more dothe you, O ye of little faith ?" 

c 
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While the life of my venerable friend was one of ac- 
tive usefulness, it was eminendy a life of faith. He 
lived upon God. All his wants were modestly spread 
in prayer before that throne, where every petitioner 
is welcome. He regarded the minutest comforts he 
^enjoyed as the immediate gifts of that God, who 
openeth his hand, and fiUeth all diings living widi 
plenteousness. He daily contemplated the unspeak- 
able gift laid by infinite love upon the altar of the 
cross, and he could doubt no more. *^ He that • 
spared not his own Son, but gave him up for us 
all, how shall he not with him also freely give us 
all things ?'' 

When rather advanced m years, he was spending 
part of an unusually hard winter in London. He 
suffered much from the extreme severity of the cold, 
especially as he was without a warm outer garment. 
His brother accommodated him with the loan of his, 
and perceiving how greatly he needed such a cover** 
^gf generously offered to give it to him. " No, 
brothei*/' he answered, ** God knows my necessities, 
and, if he sees fit, in his own time and way will 
supply them. But you are even poorer as well as 
.older than I, and I cannot believe Jthat the Lord 
intends to clothe me by stripping you.'' He ex*- 
pressed his thankfuhiess, that he was thus able to 
pTep^l what he conceived to be a temptaticm from 
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■to 



Satan, who would have persuaded him to let go 
bis simple reliance upon the bounty of God, and to 
proTide for himself in an improper manner. In the 
ensuing year, as he was about to repeat his journey 

from D to the Metropolis, a respectable clothier 

at U sent for him, and said : *• Master P , I 

hear you are going up to London. Have you a 
comer in your box to caiTya piece of cloth, which 
Y wish to send to a poor aged minister there, to 
make him a great coat against the winter?'' '<F 
am sure of finding room for that," he replied. The 
proper quantity was cut off, and the clothier, looking 
to see how much was left, said, ''Why, here is 
just enough for another garment How are you off 
for a great coat?** He hesitatingly acknowledged 
that he had none, and was immediately presented 
with the remainder of the cloth. This incident the 
odd man viewed in a light, which may excite the 
contempt of the infidel, and the half-sneering smile 
of the nominal Christian ; but which is perfectly ac- 
cordant with the acknowledged operations of that 
beneficent Being, who clothes the lily and feeds the 
ravens. The unknown train of events to which T 

before alluded, acquired for P the respect and 

acquaintance of many of the wealthy and the good. 
He was welcome to their houses as a man of tried 
uprightness, sincerity, and unaffected simplicity. They^ 
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found his mmd richly stored with divine wisdonir 
which he had a happy facility of communicating^,, 
and his memory replete with striking anecdotes, which 
he told with innocent vivacity. He waa at once-, 
the sage companion of the aged, and the friendly 
counsellor of the young. By all: he waA received- 
and. caressed more a* a patriarch, than as a mem-^ 
ber of the lowest rank of modem society.' The 
obscurity of his birth and the inferiority of hisi 
station, were forgotten in the admiration excited by^ 
his superior Christian virtues; and as he never forgot 
himself, or embarrassed. his friends by assuming more, 
than belonged to hhn, he found a< ready access tOi 
the company- of man^ who,, though raised far above 
him,, delighted, to recognise and befriend the genuine 
effects of religion^ wherever they discovered them- 
selves. 

Being once left alone in the richly furnished apart-r> 
ment of an affluent banker, who kindly and gladly 
entertained him, he found his mind much affected, 
by. a comparison between hi» own lot, and that of 
his sister, who, with a young family to support, waft 
straitened by extreme poverty, and whom, when it 
was in his power, he promptly and liberally assisted^ 
Gratitude to the Father of lights, and the Father of 
mercies, from whom cometh every good and every 
perfect gift,, drew forth his. praise; while a recollei;* 
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tion of the probable distresses of his sister filled his 
eyes with tears, and his sympathizing h^art with un- 
feigned grief. He spread her wants before that God, 
whose presence he knew was equally with her as widi 
himself, and prayed that he would pity her desolate 
condition. He afterwards walked out into the town 

of M , to witness the solemn intermrat of eight 

poor seamen, who had been washed upon the shore 
from a recent wreck. '^ As I walkdd down the main 
street/' said the old man, '* a genteel looking stranger 
on the opposite side, stopped, and for a second or 
two looked earnestly at me: then, quickly crossing 
the road, he thus accosted me : '' Your name is P — . 
I know you and your family, and ihis morning it -oc- 
curred to me that your poor sister was probably much 
pinched by this hard winter, and I longed for an 
opportunity of sending her relief. I am therefore re- 
joiced to meet you, and beg that you will send her 
tkis the first opportunity that presents itself." Then 
patting a guinea into my hand, before I could suf- 
ficiently recover my surprise to express my tiianks 
and to inquire his name, the gentleman turned a cor- 
ner of the street, and I lost sight of him. I pro- 
ceeded to the church-yard, and while waiting the 
arrival of the funerals, I stood unobserved behind one 
«f the massy buttresses that upheld the aged walls 

c 3 
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of the venerable diarcfa, and breathed forth .the 
grateful feelings of my soul." 

'^ O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom 
smd knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his 
judgments^ and his ways past finding out!'^ Here 
in the same comer of the earth he displayed his 
compassionate and special regard to the sorrows and 
necessities of one family, and heard Uie unobtrusiTe 
and humble prayer of a brother on behalf of a sister ; 
while he summoned away by a sudden death eight 
other indiyiduals ; clothed eight families in mourning; 
and gave a warning shock to the minds of a populous 
community assembled round their premature graves* 
The temporal dispensations of divine Providence throw 
a strong light upon, and closely accord with the great 
scheme and operations of his moral government, as 
made known to us by Christianity. Not only does 
the whole visible creation, from the lights of heaven 
down to the lowest depths of earth, exhibit the union 
of retributive justice and indulgent mercy, and cor- 
roborate the Qurse which darkens, and the hope which 
illumines, the condition of man ; but the course of 
human eyents, carried on by the agency of m.an him- 
self, or of the elements around him, confirms th« 
fundamental doctrines of the gospel, and evinces the 
guilt of oUr nature, and the forbearance of Qod. An 
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enlightened recorder of this world's history, could 
not select a more appropriate motto than, ** I will 
sing of mercy and judgment : unto thee, O Lord, 
will I sing." These considerations '' seem forcibly 
to recommend a settled habit of contemplating the 
works of Ood with a devout and Christian eye; a 
habit of surveying them, not merely as objects of 
superficial curiosity, or of scientific research; not 
merely as teeming with proofs of power, and of be- 
nignity, and of exquisite design: but, as declaring 
the holiness, the justice, and the mercy of God; as 
corresponding, by a train of. manifest and accurately 
adjusted relations, with the condition of fallen beings 
stationed under a dispensation combining penal and 
moral discipline with purposes and means of gprace ; 
as preparing mankind for the cordial reception of the 
plan of redemption through Chrbt, and as attesting 
the truth of the Gospel.'^ 

The wint'ry storms that fiercely sweep, 

And seem to rock the world : 
The foaming, toss*d, and wreck-strewn deep> 

In wild confusion hurl'd ; 
Aloud declare-rAn angry God, 
And man deserves his vengeful rod. 

Bttt list) A still small voice succeeds I 

The Zephyr gently breathes : 
It softly whispers — Mercy pleads. 

And wrath his weapon sheathei^ 
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While raging billows lash the shores. 
The stream its liquid music pours. 

Of lore and wrath th' alternate sounds 

Salute the ear from far : 
From lowest earth's unfathom'd bounds 

To heaven's remotest star. 
God's works and word alike proclaim 
The grace and justice of his name. 

I need not remind my reader how admirably this 
subject is handled by Butlxr, in his ^' Analogy of 
natural and revealed Religion,'' and by the Rev. T. 
GisBO&NE. in his recent yolume, '' On the Testimony 
of Natural Theology to Christianity." 

All the recollections which I have of P seem 

to combine their rays to illustrate the ways of God 
to man, and to elevate the mind above the contem- 
plation of second causes to the great first cause of 
all events in the universe. While it is an eminent 
privilege of the Christian believer to walk by faidi 
and not by sight; yet, in another sense, it is an im- 
perfection attached to his earthly condition, which 
will be entirely obviated when he shall no l<»iger see 
through a glass darkly, but face to (jpice ; and know 
even as he is known. Now it seothes his anxieties, 
calms his fears, and exhilarates his hopes, to believe 
that God is at work on his right hand and on his 
left, though he cannot perceive him: hereafter it will 
be an un&uling source of joyftd admiiation» to be- 
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kold without an interposing veil the whole machinery 
of eternal Providence, and the hand which formed 
its wheels within wheels, and directed all their meve- 

ments. P was accustomed to take long journie» 

on foot. On one of these he found himself at the 

close of day within sight of the town where he de» 

signed to rest for the night. Wearied by the length 

of his da/s walk, he sought refreshment, as he wa» 

wont, in striving to beguile his fatigue and the re* 

maindec of hifi road by meditations on the comfort» 

and merciea- of the present moment. This was- his 

habitual, practice, .and its advantages should recom* 

mend it to every stranger and pilgrim upon earth. 

Were we as sedulous to discover and render promi- 

. nent the blessings with which we are favoured at any 

given point of time, even were it the darkest and 

most calamitous hour, as we are to dwell upon its 

immediately oppressing or its anticipated griefs, our 

burdened and sinking minds would acquire renewed 

strength to meet the present or the impending triak 

This remark, trite as it may be, admits of an im*- 

portant application to the journey of life at the 

isarious stages of which our progress is apt to be 

heavy., and impeded by an indulged and repining 

sense of existing evils> or by the expectation of others 

which may await us. "I am a stranger in this part 

of the iCouDtry,'' thought our pious traveller as. he 
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approached the town, ''and I might have no place 
where to repose my weary fouu. tiU the morning. 
How kind and admirable ia that arrai^ement of God, 
whereby one class of men are disposed and enabled 
to procure a livelihood by opeiiuig their houses for 
the accommodation of travellers f Their^s indeed must 
be a most unpleasant and ensnarmg mode of life ;: 
and they are therefore entitled to our gratitude and 
commiseration^ Let me be thankfbl to God and to 
them, that at such an hour as this, when night is 
advancing and my powers are exhausted, I am re- 
lieved from ail anxiety about procuring a safe restiag 
place and suitable refreshment.'' 

It is: both curious and instructive to notice the 
thoughts of different men in the same circumstances, 
and to mark how every object receives its colouring 
from the medium through which it is observed. That 
extraordinary man. Da. Johkbok, in whose character 
waa united so. much of baser metal with much of 
sterling worth, that one, who takes his principles of 
thought and action from the ungarbled and uninter- 
polated writings of inspiration, reads his memoirs 
with more painful astonishment than pleasurable ad- 
miration, looked at an inn with a very different eye 
from my humble friend. '' In contradiction to those 
who, having a wife and children, prefer domestic en- 
joyments to those which a tavern affords^ I have heard 
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liim assert/^ says "Sir John Hawkins, ^* that a tareni 
t^air was the throne of hmnan felicity/* '' There is 
nothmg,^' «aid he to Boswbxl, when they stopped 
together at Chapdi House in Oxfordshire, '^ which 
has yet been contrived by man by which so much 
happiness is produced as by a good tayem or inn.'' 
Surely it is a prostitution of language, as well as 
a dangerous incentive to the worst passions of our 
fallen nature, to affix the name of happiness to 
that description of enjoyment which is derived from 
unrestrained selfishness and self-indulgence. But as 
«ll earthly happiness is comparative, I can readily 
conceive that a natural man, (and I use the term, in 
tts scriptural sense, for one who continues in the 
«ame moral and sptiitual state in which he entered 
the world,) may find ^' a tavern chair the throne of 
human felicity.^ There he is best able to steep his 
mind in intoxicating forgetfulness of both temporal 
and eternal care, and of all that he owes to God, 
and to his own imperishable soul; and this is the 
acknowledged aim of those, who, from predeliction 
fi^quent a tavern^ That is the school where thou« 
sands learn violently to break the hallowed ties of 
family and home, aiid habitually to forget or contemn 
the great purposes of their being. With the blunted 
sensibilities with which such men return to domestic 
and social scenes, we need not wonder that they 
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can fully gympathize with Shekstoite's melanctoly 
4StaDza/ which frequently was on the lips of JoHifsov, 

^' Who that has travelFd life's dull round, 
Where'er his stages may have been, 

May sigh to think he still has found 
The warmest welcome at an Inn." 

It may be worth while here to mention the very sin* 
gular but holy desire of Akchbisbop Leightok. 
He used often to say, that if he were to choose a 
place to die in, it should be an inn, it looking like a 
pilgrim's going home, to whom this world was all 
as an inn, and who was weary of the noise and con- 
fusion of it. He added, that the ofiiciousness and 
care of friends was an entanglement to a dying man ; 
and that the unconcerned attendance of those that 
could be procured in such a place would give less 
disturbance. He obtained what he desired; for he 
died at the Bell Inn, in Warwick Lane, London.* 



* Of this f(reat and good man Bisliop Burnet said, '* He 
liad the greatest elevation of sonl^ the largest compass of 
knowledge ; the most mortified and heavenly disposition that 
I ever saw in mortal ; he had the greatest parts as well as 
virtues, with the perfectest humility that ever I saw in man ; 
and he had a sublime way of preaching, with so grave a 
.gestace, and such a majesty of thought, of language and 
pronunciation, that I never saw a wandering e>e where be 
preached; and have ^een whole assemblies often melt into 
tears before him: and of whom I can say with great tmtliy 
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^ entered the door of the ^rst Tespectable inn 

that presented itoeSf ; and thougli faint ^th fatif^, 

his feelings reached a bigher degree in the scale of 

Enjoyment, than is ever attained by men who resort 

to taverns with the sensual taste of Johvsok and 

bis friends. Having taken a simple repast, and being 

"disposed -to improve his evening hours to soma good 

f>urpose, be cidled the landlord; '*^ I have a nmid to 

readyiandlordy can you accommodate me with a bookf 

^^ I am sorry tx> aay, sir, we have no books in the 

bouse.'* ''^ No books ! Wh^t, not one of any descrip- 

ijon?" "** Why yes, lar, I forgot : there is one old larg^ 

•book iysig on the table on the landing-place of the 

stairs, which nobody ever reads." ^ Allow me to 

•see it.'' The cumbrous volume was brought and 

laid before the traveller. '^ It is a Bible," said he, 

as he opened its long closed pages. ^'I believe it 

is,*' rejoined the inn-keeper. " But do you never 

read it?" ^^ No, sir, I have given that up"* many 

years." ** Qiveji up the readbg of the Bible, my 

friend, what may be your reason lor that ? Do you 



that in a free and frequent conTersation with bim for above 
two-and4wei4y yeavB, I never knew bim tp^ak ,an idle werdy 
or one that bad not a direct teodency to edification; and I 
never once saw him in any other temper, bnt that wbicb I 
wiiheii to be in the but nmintes of my lift." 
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AOt believe its tnith? Da you doubt iU being the 
^ord of God V* ** I believe it all, and therefore I 
cannot read it. It condemns me in every leaf of the 
vvolnme.^ ^' Ccmdemns you I If indeed you live in 
rain^ walking according to the course of this world, and 
.throwing off the restraints joS religion, it does indeed 
4C(Hidemn you,: hut oat more than it does every man 
vhose prineipies and conduct ane opposed to the 
will of God. All such lie under a fearful condetnnar 
don. They are exposed to the curse afid penalty of 
Ood's violated laws.'' '^ It goes further thttn that, 
:air; for it condenms me by name. PMicam and 
jsmners ar^ always ranked together, and there is not 
ja word of good, -or of encouragem^it for them in the 
book." His guest smiled at the man^s erroneous 
interpretation and application of the word publican^ 
and explained its scriptural meaning to be a farmer 
ar collector 4^ taxes, an o£5ce which the Jews held 
in tljie greatest abhorrence, and which was commonly 
held by men of rapacious and oppressive disposi- 
tions. The landlord, however, did not readily coi^ 
cede, his own interpretation of the term, which from 
long custom had been affixed to his profesaioa. *' But 
^ven if the name did in a scriptural sense belong 

-to you,*' said P , " you are mistaken in your 

conclusion, diat men of the class of publicans are 
^hut out from the divine mercy* St Matthew was 
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originally a publican; yet our blessed Sarioar called 
him to follow him as one of his chosen disciples^ 
and from his pen we hare in this holy book the 
Gospel which bears his name. Zacchens too was 
'* chief among the pabUcans,'' or one who turned 
some portion of the reTenne, and employed others 
to collect it. His conduct had too folly justified 
the odium in which men of his stamp were held. 
But salvation came to his house and to his heart. 
His course of life was changed, although we have 
no authority for supposing that he renounced his 
secular employment. He lived to adorn it, and to 
exhibit an example of integrity and humanity; and 
became as eminent for his justice and charity as he 
had been for his rapacity and oppression; thereby 
shewing, diat the duties of a station which mutt be 
filled, do not of necessity involve the sacrifice of 
upright princi{des; and that in any employment, not 
dtooftUy^ confessedly, and necessarily unrighteous, 
a man may be a faithful servant of Christ, and a 
kind brother to every member of the great human 
fiunily. Jesus did not disdain the appellation so 
leproachiully given to him of the " friend of publi- 
cans and sinners." He was frequently in their com- 
pany, and they thronged to hear him. Not that he 
ever loved or winked at their offences ; but he found 
them miserable as well as sinfuL Their consciences 
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were burdened ; and under a sense of guik whk& 
his heart-exploring addresses excited in their mindsy. 
many of them embraced his gospel,, renounced their 
evil ways, and entered the kingdom of heaven be- 
fore their more moral and decorous countrymen, 
whose ostentation and hollow virtue inflated thenk 
with pride,, thai looked scomfiiUy down upon die 
lowly Saviour, and with /a conceit of superior wisdom 
that treated his doctrines as foolishness. The pub^ 
licojCs humble mien and self-abasing prayer were 
graciously accepted by the Lord and rejoiced in by 
angels, while the haughty, self-approving phuriuep. 
with all his boasted excellence, waa rented. But 
I hope you go to church, my friend V* " No : I 
never cross^ its threshhold for the same reason that 
I never. open the Bible. What the minister reads, 
and what he preaches likewise condemn me. And. 
besides, I think it altogether inconsistent with my 
employments to attend to any of the observance of 
religion. It is impossible for a publican to be reli- 
gious/* '* Nay, but what will you say,, if I shew you 
a passage in this book of God, which not only de- 
clares that even you may be religious, but affirma. 
that you were fixed in your present situation for that 
very purpose ?" ** I cannot believe that there is any 
such passage: Some years ago I searched the Bible, 
from beginning to ends t^4> ^ \ taid before^ I fmmd 
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nothing in my favour, but all against me, from Oe- 
n^is to Revelation." <* AUovr me to ask| bow you 

m 

became master of this house? Is diis your native 
town, and were you brought up to your present way 
of living?" *' No : I was born in London, where I 
lived some years, and followed the trade of a baker. 
But by chanoe coming down here I got acquainted 
with my wife, who was then a widow and kept this 
inn. We married, and here I have remained ever 
since." " Do not call it chance that led you here. 
It was Providence ; and your change of employment 
and abode was a very remarkable event in your life. 
Now open this book, the truth of which you profess 
to believe, and read out to me from the 24 to the 
^8 verse of the 17 chapter of the Acts of the Apos- 
tles." He opened it and read aloud the passage. 
*^ Now attentively consider those words. " God, thkt 
glveth to all life, and breath, and all thmgs, hath 
made of one blood all nations of men, for to dwell 
on all the face of the earth; and hath deterooined 
the times before appointed, and the bounds of their 
habitation; that they should seek the Lord, if haply 
they might feel after him, and find him, though he 
be not far from any one of us : for in him we live^ 
and move, and have our being." You are here told 
that God has the controul and direction of all human 
•vents ; that he exercises a direct and specific regard 
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* 

to the particulare of your life; that he determines its 
times and periods ; and that he appointed the bounder 
of your habitation. Here then yoii are by the imme* 
diate arrangement of God. Nor is that all. The end' 
of that arrangement, his design m placing you here 
is, that you should seek the Lord, feel after him, 
and find him. He has not only not put it out of 
your power to serve him by stationing you in this 
inn, but he has called you to it, that herein you may 
honour him and seek your own truq happiness.'^ For 
some moments the man stood in silent wonder, look- 
ing alternately at the open volume, and its inter- 
preter. *' Sir, you are right, and I am wrong. It is 
even so as you say. I am concerned at my own 
ignoi^ce and folly, and will strive to mend my ways, 
to go to church, and read the word of God." The 
landlord spent the evening in conversation with his 
guest, which under the blessing of God left an in- 
delible impression on his mind, that issued in Uie 
happiest consequences : for he seriously entered upon 
the study of the holy scriptures ; devoutly and regu- 
larly resorted to the house of God ; and in the diffi- 
cult station he held, laboured to serve and please 
God through his remaining days. When our tra- 
veller on the following morning, was about to resume 
his journey, and requested to pay his reckoning, 
^^ ^0^'^ said his host, ** you shall not pay me one 
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farthing. You have done for me more than I have 
done for you, and more than I can ever repay you 
for.** They exchanged a hearty and affectionateybre*- 
weU, and parted. 

The business of a publican is perhaps afanost the 
last which a man of an enlightened and a tender 
conscience would choose. Its temptations are too 
numerous and too strong to be withstood by ordinary 
virtue. Its profits are not in most cases derived 
either solely or chiefly from aoconmiodating travellers 
with opportunities of taking needful repose and re- 
freshment : but its gains are mainly accumulated by 
the facilities it affords for the unrestrained indulgence 
of those passions, which, though sometimes falsely 
denominated social qualities, are the bane of human 
hfllppiness. Yet I have known inn-keepers, who on 
a change having been effected by divine gprace upon 
their hearts, have adorned an occupation, in the 
pursuit of which every difficulty is to be encountered 
in. the discharge of moral, and much more of reli- 
gious obligations. A systematic opposition to vice in 
every form ; a prohibition of blasphemy and obscenity; 
a strict adherence to seasonable hours; and an ob- 
servance of family devotion; militating as they ap> 
parently do against the pecuniary interests of the 
publican, have eventually been found even to promote 
those interests, by drawing the countenance and cua- 
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torn of the many, who still happily range themselves 
on the aide of virtue and religion* and by checking 
or keeping aloof those through whom the publican is 
in danger of losing his property, his license, and hi9 
character. 

' Why must an inn be made a school for vice, for 
infidelity, and insubordination? Why must the la* 
bouring man, if at the close of his day's toil he feels 
the need of some beverage, more supporting than 
what his cottage afibrds, be exposed to the corrupt- 
ing atmosphere, the pestilential moral vapours, which 
usually fill the tap-room of a. public house? Would 
that the masters and mistresses of these places of 
common resort seriously reflected, that they are to no 
inconsiderable extent responsible for the doings and 
the sayings of their guests ; and that in the great day 
of universal account, they, if ^* weighed in the balance 
and found wanting,'' will be exposed to no small ag- 
gravation of the sentence pronounced on their per- 
sonal delinquencies, from having been partakers of 
and gainers by other men's sins. 

The last recollection I have of incidents in the life 
of this Worthy man is, perhaps, not the least worthy 
-of being recorded. He was pursuing another journey 
t>n foot, and in the heat of the day had retired to 
the* shady recesses of a thicket for an hour's rest 
-and meditation. He loved the solitary hour which 
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many shun; and with a taste refined bj long and 
tntelligent study of those pages, from which poets 
often borrow their finest images, and catch a portion 
of their fire, desecrated as those images too fre*- 
qnently are to aid an impure and infidel fancy, and 
de&tined as that fire is to burn upon im unhallowed 
altar, he delighted to foUow Cowpx&'s Christian 

" To regions where, in spite of sin and woe. 
Traces of Eden are still seen below; 
Where mountain, river, forest, field, and grove,, 
Remind him of his Maker's power and love*"' 

There, as he ate a plain morsel which be carried with 
him, his heart was filled with sentiments of gratitude 
correspondent with those of the poor widowed tenant 
of an Irish cabin, who was overheard by an eminent 
prelate to say, while sitting at her oaken table with a 
brown loaf upon it, '^ What aH this, and Christ be-' 
sides !'^ Again he fell musing od the ways and worka 
of God, aad particularly upon the many occurrences 
of his own life, whertein he had witnessed the uo^ 
equivocal interferences of the Almighty. Affectionate 
love and adormg admiration pervaded his soul^ and 
in the i^upposed solitude of the woody glen, tke was 
on .the point of giving utterance to his emotions; 
when he heard the sound of footsteps and a human 
voioe^ It iras a voice of di&tress. He looked round 
and observed a man at a short distance walking ip a, 
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manner which betrayed great mental agony. He was 
wringing hit hands, and venting in broken sentences 
the sorrows of his burthened heart* His whole ap^ 
pearance was the true portrait of despair. P' — rose 
from his seat, and walked gently towards him. *" The 
stranger started as he approached, and with a hurried 
step turned to another part of the wood. He was 
stopped by the kind yoice of P  , who apologized 
for intruding upon him, and, in a maimer which won 
the stranger's heart, begged to know the cause of his^ 
distress. The heart that knoweth its own bitterness^ 
and is loth io let a stranger intermeddle either with 
its joy or its grief, is like a casket of exquisite work- 
manship, whose secret spring yields to a gentle and 
delicate pressure, but eludes the hand of yiolenco^ 
^* Your heart seems bursting with anguish, my friend." 
^^Yes, I am the most unhappy wretch under that 
sun. I am weary of a life that proves only a qtiiclt 
succession of miseries." ^* But sobk)w told, is sorrow* 
lessened. Though we are unknown to each other, 
you need not fear to tell me your griefs. I am no 
novice in the school of affliction, and I have there 
learned what can be learned no where else, to feel 
for and with the oppressed and labouring soul. I 
can weep with them that weep." "Oh I Sir, you 
overcome me. I had resolved to seal my woes in 
sil^ce never to be broken. You seem to have pro* 
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fited by lessons which I have thrown away. And 
shall I tell you my distresses ? My soul shudders as 
I attempt t^e recital. Yet diere is a something in 
you that draws it forth. I am a tradesman in the 
town whose lofty steeple you may discern from the 
adjoining hills. There for many years I pursued a 
lucraUre trade, and the biessmg of God abundantly 
crowned my pursuits. A rising family around me 
iilled my house wi^ domestic enjoyments. I loved 
the ways of Qod, and endeavoured to lead my chil- 
dren in those ways to heaven. But at length my 
worldly a£fairs took an unfavourable turn. Loss suc« 
>ceeded loss. AfBiction, instead of driving me to 
God^ drove me from him. I sought to forget him, 
who, I was tempted to think, had forgotten me ; and 
I strove to drown dve sense of my daily increasing 
troubles by intemperance. I lived in a bewildering 
dream, till a fresh tremendous blow roused me to an 
overwhelming consciousness of my misery. Divine 
and human resources all appeared to-f^il me. I had 
no earthly friend who was able to rescue me from 
my troubles. I had forsaken God, and he had for- 
saken me. I thought hell itself miore tolerable than 
earth, and in an hour of gloomy desj^ndency i tore 
myself' fW>m my fkmily, and hastened to this wood, 
where, when you just now discovered me, I was about 
lo put an end to Jikj present intolenible existence* 
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Your appearance has delayed the execution t)f tny 
design: but it has not quieted my mind, or altered 
my ultimate resolve/' ** Be calm, my friend, be cafan, 
and let me reason the matter with you/' " I grate- 
fully acknowledge your kindness : but I am fully per- 
suaded that I am rejected of God, and that in the 
whole of my present circumstances, not one thing 
can encourage hope, and rescue me from despair. I 
have sunk in temporal sorrow below the reach of any 
^uman hand. I have sunk in «in below the reack 
even of divine ma*cy. Justly excluded from die fa- 
vour of a holy God, I have no refuge left. It is 
better for me to die than to live, and at once to 
feel the whole amount of that miseiy which is my 
inevitable lot. Every object in the present world, 
and even the loveliest scenes amidst the works of 
God frown upon me, and seem to reflect the wrathful 
oountenance of my justly offended Maker." '* Nay-, 
your case is not so desperate as you suppose. I 
hope yet, with God's blessing, to calm your mind.** 
" Kind as you appear, you can never do that, unless 
you can point some more solid aground of -hope, than 
I. am able to peroei^e: unless you can shew me some 
«ividence that I am not a cast-away." " I do not 
despair of leading you to the discovery of that ground 
•f hope, and of some satisfactory testimony that God 
has not cast you off. Only hear me patiently. Tou 
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came to this wood for the dreadftil purpose of self- 
destruction. Another hour, perhaps a few minutes 
roore> and your hand would have committed the awfiil 
deed. You might now have been m hell, beyond not 
only the hope> but the possibility of salvation. You 
were in the very same peril as the Philippian jailor. 
Now who directed me to this paiticular spot at the 
precise time when I met you ? I might have paused 
on my journey at any other part of the road, or have 
entered this wood at any other quarter. It was, un- 
questionably, tire gracious providence of God that 
brought me hither, and occasioned our meeting ; and 
as St Paul said to the jailor, when about to fall upon 
his own sword, so would I say to you, * Do thyself no 
harm.' It is to me, and should be to you, a most 
encouraging evidence of the still unexhausted com- 
passion of God towards you, that you have so sur- 
prisingly been withheld from accomplishing your horrid 
purpose. Return to your home and your family. 
Cast yourself upon the free mercy of the Lord in deep 
self-abasement, and plead his promise, — ^whosoever 
Cometh unto me, I will in no wise cast him out. You 
may yet see brighter days on earth, and in the next 
worid may have your portion with that << great multitude 
which no man can number, who came out of great 
tribulation, and washed their robes and made them 
white in the blood of the Lamb, and are now before 
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the throne of God» and serve him day and night in 
his tempk.*^ The man» with mingled emotions of 

hope and terror^ wept bitterly. P took him by 

the arm, led him oat of the wood» and proceeded at 
his side along the road towards the town, pouring into 
his wounded spirit the rich promises of the Word of 
''God to a penitent backslider; and such his tears and 
humiliating acknowledgments declared him to be« 
The good old man accompanied the stranger to hie 
home, tarried with him till the morrow, and then left 
him humbly resolving to walk penitently before God« 
meekly and submissively to bear the afflictions of life, 
and to make more strenuous efforts for the recovery 
of his affairs. Nor were his endeavours vain. God 
spared him many years, and by his gprace rendered 
him an illustrious example of humility, faith, and 
active obedience. 

lb these memorials of my old friend I may have 
somewhat varied Ihe language of the original dialogues, 
but the facts, and the substance of these dialogues 
are faithfiiUy lecorded as I had them from his lips. 
Venerable man! he now is a happy tenant of that 
house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens, 
where his purified affections were previously fixed, 
during nearly the three-fourths of a century which he 
sojourned on earth. The recollection of his form and 
countenance, his virtues and his piety, will remain 



The Walkmg Bible. 39 

with me while life shiU last: nor can I'desiieformy 
reader and myadf a temper of nund more sorely pro- 
ductive of peace and joy; than that which he mani- 
fested. " In the day of prosperity rejoice, and in the 
day of adversity consider." It incalculably adds to 
the enjoyment of life's brighter days, to contemplate 
all their smiles as so many shining expressions* of the 
dirine benignity and goodness, and as foretastes of 
that oyerfiowing cup of ''joy unspeakable and full of 
glory/' which the Saviour will give to all his people in 
the kingdom of his Father and their Father, Ad- 
▼etsity drops many of its sterner forms when its sub- 
ject is led devoutly to cofmder its origin and end r 
originatiDgy as it does, in the will of that God who is 
too wise to err in his choice of tneans r and designed, 
as it is, to nurture the growth of christian graces and 
virtues in the soul, to promote its meetaess for heaven, 
an4 to endear those promises, which include all that 
Sod can give or man can enjoy. 



«i 



THE MOURNER. 



Mjss A—- was tbe beloved relative of some of 
my earl J friends, and deservedly possessed die wamr 
affection of the wide circle in which she moved. She 
was intelligent, for she had bestowed great pains ob 
the cultivation of her understanding. She was amiable, 
for she sought and acquired friendship by every effort 
to please and assiist others, and she retained that 
friendship by urbanity and tenderness. Her moral 
character was looked up to as a model, and her con- 
stant and devout attendance in the house of God gave 
her die reputation of exalted piety. In their eyes^ 
who measure all moral and religious attainments by 
that standard, the authority of which is acknowledged 
by the world, because it so little and sq leniently hi- 
terferes with its favourite principles and pursuits. 
Miss A would appear a very paragon of ex- 
cellence, which could admit of no improvement. Nor 
was her own mind disturbed by any doubts of the 
correctness of her life in the sight either of God or of 
man. We meet with a very numerous class of per^ 
sons of this description. Such was the young ruler^ 
whom our Saviour, when he had listened to his in-r 
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quiry aftier eternal life, bebeU and loyedl SqcK,. too, 
was the intelligent scribe, to whom our Lord said, 
'' Thou art not far from die kingdom of Qod*^ Clothed 
in the fiur robe of virtue, misnllied with a stain* in 
Aeir own and the world's estimation; standing o«t 
amidst their friends as companions who gladden life 
by their unoffending yivacity, and improve it^by their 
high sense of decorum and l^pnour; active in every 
pursuit which caUr interest a benevolent and cluffitable 
mind; the zealous defenders of established order, and 
the reader oppugners of every thing wearing even the 
sonUance of innovation ; they live to be admired by 
the few who imitate, and the mimy who appiand, 
though they will not fdlow, their brilliant course ; and ' 
they die to be eulogized in terms that would leave no 
doubt in his mind, who reads the inscription on their 
tombs, that they were the righteous, who needed no 
repentance, and the whole, wlio needed not a physician. 
It is painful to disturb the settled complacency which 
pervades the breasts of persons in whom every one 
sees so much to esteem, and so little the propriety of 
which even to question. To make the attempt is re- 
probated as arrogant aud uncharitable. But the Holy 
Scriptures, rightly understood, awaken many anxious 
doubts of the identity of these applauded models, 
with those exhibited on its unerring pages as exemplars 
of Christian excellence. It will be found, upon close 
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examination, that tlie ylrtues which fill up the strong 
and prominent outline of their character, are deficient 
when brought to the high and uncompromismg 
standard of God's ^revealed will. Their humility is 
not that prostration of soul, in the presence of infinite 
purity and justice, which is produced by an enlightened 
perception of the vast extent of the requisitions of the 
moral law, the exceeding evil of sin, and the defective- 
ness of their professed obedience. Acknowledging 
the lapsed state of the human race, they yet loudly 
protest against those views of man, which represent 
hini altogether corrupt and debased, '^ very fai* gone 
from original righteousness, and of his own nature 
inclined to evil, so that the flesh lusteth always con- 
trary to the spirit ; and therefore, in every person bom 
into this world, it deserveth God's wrath and damna- 
tiom**' Their vision is so deluded, that they take a 
mass of splendid ruins for* a still magnificent and 
stately temple, which, though it betrays some of the 
effects of time and accident, and is occasionally defiled 
and profaned, yet is woi'thy of admiration from the 
spectator, and of the approving smile of its great 
architect. They can talk of the goodness of human 
hearts, the innocence of uncorrupted minds, and the 
sufficiency of human merit. Their conception of the 

• See 9th Article. 
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doctrine of atonement for sin, by the blood of Christ, 
is equally imperfect They gaze upon the cross, and 
perhaps weep at the remembered agonies of Him who 
bled there. But this often results more from a refined 
taste, and natural sensibility, than from a heart touched 
and softened by the hand which was nailed to the 
accursed tree. They regard its virtue as simply de- 
signed to be thrown into the scale with their own, to 
compensate any deficiency which may and must arise 
from the unavoidable defectiveness of their mortal 
state. ' They do not look with thankful and over- 
flowing hearts upon the blood that streamed upon 
Mount Calvary, as to ^' a fountain opened for sin and 
for undeanness,'' wherein they may and need to be ^ 
cleansed from the daily and hourly defilement Of their 
lives. They have no ever-tender conscience, which 
requires an incessant application of ^' the blood of 
sprinkling*' to give it peace. On the contrary, their 
slight and unfrequent qualms of conscience find a 
ready quietus in the imaginary preponderance of their 
good works, or in the supposed atoning efficacy of 
bodily suffering, or of some self-imposed penance. 
The erroneous opinion which they form respecting 
their spiritual state, induces them either indignantly to 
repel, or lightly to regard, the asserted necessity of a 
renovation of their hearts by the power of the Holy 
Spirit. " This/* say they, " may be requisite for the 
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heathen, or for those who have plunged themselTes 
into the depths of iniquity : but wherefore do you m^ 
it upon us, who, by baptism, have been regularly ad- 
mitted into the christian church, and from infancy 
have been nurtured in the love and practice of religious 
duties?" 

The accommodating system adopted by this class of 
religionists makes no resistance to that conformity to 
the world which God forbids, while it sets forth, as 
preeminently desirable, and to be purchased at any 
cost, that ** friendship of the world" which ''is en- 
mity with God." How can these receive with thank- 
ful joy the offered garment of .a Saviour's righteous- 
ness ? The very mention of it excites a contemptuous 
smile ; and the doctrine of a stnner^s acceptance and 
justification before God, only by fidth in the obedience 
and death of the divine Mediator, they reject with 
horror, as the true essence of licentiousness, and as 
though it had not the least authority or countenance 
from the Word of God, and had not been adopted as 
a leading* article of religion by all the reformed 



* ^ We are accounted righteons before God only for the 
merit of our Lord and Saviour Jeans Cbriit, by faith, and not 
for our own workA or deservtngs: wherefore, that we are 
justified by faith only, is a most wholesome doctrine, and very 
Aill of comfort, as more largely is expressed in the Homily of 
JostifleatiOD."— Eleventh Article, 
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churches of Christendom. There is both a simplicity 
and a majesty in the essential truths of the '' glorious 
Gospel of the blessed God/' from which human pride 
shrinks with disdain and aversion. 

O how unlike the complex works of man, 

HeavVs easy, artless, disencumber'd plan! 

No meretricious graces to beguile, 

No clustering ornaments to clog the pile ; 

From ostentation as from weakness free. 

It stands, like the cerulean arch we see, 

Majestic in its own simpVj'ty. 

Inscribed above the portal, from afar, 

Conspicuous as the brightness of a star. 

Legible only by the light they give, 

Sti^id the soul-<}uick*nin^ w^rds — Bblirte, asb 

Too many, shocked at what should charm them most. 

Despise the plain direction, and are lost 

Heay'n on such terms! (they cry with proud disdain) 

Incredible, impossible, and Vain I — 

Rebel, because 'tis easy to obey; 

And scorn, for its own sake, the gracious way« 

These s).re the sober, in whose cooler brain$| 

Some thought of immpjrtaUty remains ;. 

The rest too busy, or too gay to wait 

On the sad theme, their ev^lasting state ;^ 

Sport for a day, and perish in a night ; 

The foam upon the waters not so light. 

Miss A , however, was led to suspect the error 

of her system, aud the mcompleteness of her owi^. 
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righteoatoess. This suspicion iiras not thrown into 
her mind hy any lucid and forcible statements from Ihe 
pulpit of her parish church; The splendid atid crowded 
auditory that thronged around that palpit were not in 
the favoured situation of those whom the Psalmist 
mentions--—*' Blessed is the people that know the joy- 
ful sound/' Smooth things were preached unto them, 
and peace was whispered in their ears; and they 
departed from their single weekly yisit to the temple 
of the Lord, well satisfied with the preacher and 
themselires. ^ *' 

Miss A was upon lier knees, following the 

minister in the stated services of the day, when sud- 

. denly her mind waa arrested by the force and 

spirituality of the prayers and praises which were 

'^ being offered up at *' the throne of the heavenly grace/' 

They no longer appeared to her in that dry light in 

which she had formerly viewed them. Embodying so 

large a portion of die Holy Scriptures, it seemed as if 

the Church spake to her in the language of the Lord 

Jesus—" The words that I speak unto you, they are 

spirit, and they are life." She could accompany the 

minister no further. ^ instantly flashed upon her 

mind, that for years she had been acting the part of a 

hypocrite, in the habitual utterance of words, the sense 

and force of whiqh she had never felt. The painful 

conviction followed her from the house of God to her 
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liome and her chamber, and fattened immoyeably on 

her soul. An unalterable melancholy settled. in her 

couBtenance. and exhibited a true mdex of what was 

passing within; and every effort made by her friends 

to dissipate the gloom of her spirit, either by gaiety 

on l3ie one hand, or by religion on the other, were 

alike fruitless. Labouring under the burden of guilt, 

which she deemed, unpardonable, and which rose up 

before her in gigantic and increasing magnitude, she 

could never be persuaded to b^d her knee or to 

open her lips in supplication for its remissitm. She 

'' restrained prayer before God/' An excruciating and 

incurable malady into wUch she fell, seemed to her 

an immediate judgpnent from the Almighty, and an 

unequivocal expression of his just and inexorable 

anger. 

A valued friend of mine, and an eminent minister of 
the established church, visited her, and endeavoured, 
but in vain, to encourage her approach to the Saviour. 
In a long conversation I had withher, I placed before 
her the boundless mercies of ''God, in Christ, re- 
conciling the world unto himself." '* I thank you for 
, all your kind suggestions,'' she would say, ** but those 
mercies must have a limit, and they stop before they 
can reac^ me." I spoke of our Lord's undistmguidi- 
ing invitations, but none of them brought consolation 
to her iieart. I pointed to the blood of Christ as 
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cleaasiag from all sin, and. to, bis righteousQ^S' ^ 
securing the believer from ..the heavy. penaltiei oft^h^ 
▼iolated law ; but her ^' soul.refuied.to be cconibriAd*?^ 
She feared to dishonour Qod by doubtiag the .infiiiit^ 
value of Christ's atoning sacrifice, and its compel^flMsy 
to meet any case but her ownu « Thtsre were.i«| hef, 
however, many evidences that God*s thoughts if€9^ 
not as her thoughts. Her abasement of soul 09 Ac- 
count of sin ; her humble and grateful attention 4p 
those who unfolded to her the riches of God*s /ree 
-grace; and her meek and patient endurance of .the 
tormenting pains of her complaint, which never extort- 
ed a complaint from her lips, were hopeful indkntii^Bs 
of the divine compassion. When the time of her dis- 
solution drew nigh, she spent the last effort of t^ 
hausted nature in prayer, and then calmly expired* .• 

Undoubtedly we may say there was ** hope m \aa 
«nd/' She passed away into his presence, who^.n^il^ 
.''he beholdeth the proud afar off," ''will notbingl^ 
the bruised reed, nor quench the smoking fliJiS'' -and 
who has left these words on record, " to this Joan will 
i look, even to him that is poor and of a oontitte 
iBpirit, and trembleth at my word." Let her^Mrwfiil 
experience be heeded by the muiy who take up dnll 
are satisfied with the " form of godliness withqsit the 
power thereof." The devotional services of our JUttih 
2ion, consisting of the devout aspirations of patriarohs 
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md prophets, of apostbrn and evang^stSy of tainU 
a»d tnarCyrs, tire bat a dead letter ia the haada of the 
formajisk To the enlighteoed and humble aapplictht 
fer the grace of the Redeemer, they are inestimably 
precious. They breathe the true spirit of the return* 
mg prodigal, who, though duly aensible of his giiilt, 
and self-Ksondemned, yet stays not till he utterly 
perishes in his sifts, but with an bumble hope, and 
filial fear> resolves to arise and go to his Father. 

To adopt the eloquent sentiments of a noble and 
reverend encomiast of our Liturgy, the prayers and 
thanksgivings offered in our national temples are 
'^ suited to the case of a being, once depraved and 
lost, but now penit^t and preserved. They are 
fashioned to meet the wants of a soul, helpless ia jt"> 
self, and looking for strength, mercy, and safety, only 
dirottgh the atoning blood and perfect righteousness of 
a Mediator, granted to us by the sovereign benevo- 
lence of God« They pre-suppose the deadaess and 
darkness of the human heart and understandiag, aad 
the absolute necessity of conversion and saactitication 
by, the power and Spirit of God. They refer the con-^ 
trite aad heavy ladeii to the eternal faithfulness of 
Him, who is the same yesterday, toniay, and for ever; 
and guide the weak and desponding to the knowledge 
of those g^racious purposes and designs of God, which 
are to be fulfilled and glorified in the all-sufficieBcy of 

F 
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J€ttt» Christ HhgPf wakAA Ae eharacter aD4 d«ti«s 
of a CkritlMii, at of <Hie sepasatey both in heart awl 
lii^ fcim the views, iDBaina» aad prindplei of<:the 
iF9iM; 4M«1^7 aie>adiqpt0d»tahim.astoapilgrii9s 
flBdvStrmgtrY pafsing qiiMAl]r> thfoughrA ttoahlons 
SNvldr'to an etenial Mid l^isiAd hone JD.the instpu^of 

t>If lbs rigid salf-«cmrtuiyy whieh awakeaad iMiss 
Aii»^ — /frooi the dehisi?e ^dfeams of imagpnafy ^UfA- 
,iieBSr>aBd Seoatity, wete foUowed by4he«e'epli^tft^[i^ 
Tssm cfi*>0iir lilurgical eervices, we should wilnsia^i 
mightf^mdUewMd^ change in the moral «iid-fMic;!KHM 
character of the millions, who still remain in connexion 
with the 'Established Church of our country. Then 
would our temples be filled with throngs, prepared 
unitedly to abase themselves at the throne of the 
heavenly grace, in penitential acknowledgment oi the 
grievous remembrance, and the intolerable burden of 
their sins. In communion of heart, as well as of 
language, they would believingly plead the promises 
made unto them by their most merciful Father in 
Christ Jesus their Lord. The spirit of adoption 
would shed abroad in their heaits the love of their 
^mnmon parent, and excite in them a mutual affection 
so fervent, that they would appear to be one vast har- 
monious family. I'he instructions of a faithful pastor, 
•rifii'^wliomthey had just approached the footstool of 
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Odd j -w<dtt!d descend upon the^r opening minds like Ihe 
&^§w and the rttiti upon Hie expectant earth. Glowing 
With hallowed fire, kindled at the altar of Jehovah, they 
WouW retnm to thebOiom'of their famiUes, or go 
Ibfth'into the world, to diffuse, in a perpetually widen- 
ing circle, the holy infloaace of virtue^ formed and 
nurtured by an unction from above. The spirit of 
grace and supplications, poured out upon their souls 
iH: the sanctuary, would accompany them to the closet 
and to the domestic shrine, and the habit of devotion, 
even in the absence of all its forms, would attend 
lihett thzoQ(^ every scene and ev^ employment 
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MY FRIEND. 



Shortly after I took up my abode under the roof 
of my tutor, he said to me, '^Remind me of it, and I 
will sei2e an early opportunity of taking you with me 
to Tint a valuable old friend of mine, who lives at the 
distance of a {deasaat walk.^ Something in hit 
manner excited my curiosity, and induced me very 
speedily to put him in remembrance of his promise, 
and to obtain its fulfilment. It was on a bright day in 
the month of March when we started for our walk. 
Our road lay along a winding valley formed by two 
ranges of well varied hills. The pastures were clothed 
with flocks browsing on the first grass of Spring: tTie 
rising wheat covered with a living green the ridges of 
the arable lands; and millions of swelling buds, 
waiting for warmer suns, and impatient to burst forth 
in foliage and bloom, relieved the otherwise barren 
aspect of the leafless woods, t surveyed with an in- 
quiring and expectant eye each decent habitation on 
our route ; but we passed by every dwelling which I 
*^VLld suppose to be the residence of my tutor's friend. 
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InstnictiTe coaversatioa rendered us unconsoious of 
the distance, and we were several miles firom the town 
before we deviated firom tlie high road to C , and 
turned off up a, i^aA/ -.tbal seemed to be but lictfe 
'trodd<en by the feet of mail. We mad^ our way 
through a thieket, whose feathered inhabitants, by thbir 
number, and the freedom of their song, biespoke its re- 
. moteness from the busy haunts of human kind, and at 
. last reached such a lodge* in the wilderness, as for its 
situation the author of the Task might have desired. 
The IpdgiB Itself might have supplied a sutject, hxLt not 

B. domicile for the poet. 

2Jn I' - . '^ » . ?, "'' Vi 

I saw before me a lonely cottage, more than half of 

which was admass of ruins ; and the other half did not 

jprpipise to make long resistance to the hand of tiiine. 

f^Thereliv^s my friend,'' said my tutor, as. we entered 

the i^icket^ gate of the desolate garden. I silently 

. followed him into the wretched hovel, admiring thdse 
holy principles^ which led him to reg^d as a friend its 
humble tenant. A ragged boy was sitting within by 
tiie^vii^ embers of a scanty fire.* " Is your mother 

,at home ?" ii^quired my tutor. " No : there's nobody 
but I, and the babYt and grandmother." We. pro- 
ceeded up. the tottering and broken staircase into a 
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* See Cowper'ft Task, Book il. 



$4 Jify Fri&a. 

» 

fpoiQ/which in many'pairtog^vie.itCMbdy admittatice to 
^tJ^oViod and xain. Two or three dtump bedateadsv 
"wAs .a few rags foi: covering* fur&Uhed tke oomfiirtltss 
9p^t9)etit. Yety perbaps» its oig^y.occapaiitsjre^ 
piQaed tl^eije ia sleep more isound aod refreshiBgy than 
ibn^ ^joyed by the children of fortune on coatUer 
coucheSf We looked ai*pund and saw opily the ckikl, 
p^l^^^ting in its unbroken slumber a lovely instance of 
$h^ tru(ih.of this remark. A small closet, at the side 
q£^H6 cliAmber, with a broken casement, and without 
aid^f3^,. drew our attention. There lay an object, the 
ficst sight of which made me. shudder, and die mBH 
pr^saiQ^ of which years have not blotted out It was 
at womaut laden with years, and consuming away 
u.oder: a- i. loathsome disease. She was lying upon 
a hec^p of rags on the floor, half covered with >somie 
tattered liuen, her head supported by a bolster nof 
sli*aw,. and her principal coverlet was . a piece of the 
rough outside packing-cloth used by clothi<sva in > ^e 
West of England. So contracted was her body>by 
disease, that she occupied but a comer of the closet.! 
Her deeply sunk eyes, and haggard couutenalieey 
silently told of misery of no ordinary description. . But 
on that face of misery, a complacent smile kisdkididQtf 
her pastor approached her side. The conversation^ 
which followed, unfolded the mystery of his callings, 
her his friend* The light of divine truth had y'in 
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sited her nuderstendingy atid the Spirit of tmth had 
iDS{iFetted her heart. She expressed her cheerful 
resignatioD to the wiil of God, in whose name and cha- 
racter of a Father she greatly delighted ; and, though 
in answer to our inquiry, she spoke of her hodily suf- 
ferings, no murmur nor complaint escaped her lips. 
In lowly dependence on the Sariour of sinners, she 
was patiently awaiting her change of worlds — << look- 
ing ibr the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto 
eternal life.'^ Her knowledge, indeed, appeared con- 
fined to.tlie leading facts and principles of the gospel ; 
but these had evidently served the great purpose of 
bringing home her soul to God. These supplied her 
with consolation equal to her sorrows, and with 

strength equal to her day. She knew but little, but 

* 

she Jcoew her God. Deplorable and destitute as 
were her outward circumstances, she was a temple of 
th& )aarm^ God, strikingly illustrating his condescend- 
ing declooration : '* Thus saith the high and lofty One 
tfaaviofaabileth eternity, whose name is Holy; I dwell 
la^du^ high and holy place, with him also that is of a 
qenArilke and huml^e spirit, to revive the spirit of the 
hntible> and to revive the heart of the contrite ones/' 
While herifaithful pastor refreshed her memory by re- 
oalling to her mind passages of the word of God suited 
toiler condition, she appeared to forget her pains; 
and, when he knelt by her side, and pleaded for her 
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at the throne of grace, the promised Comforter Goni- 
spicuously poured into her soul a sweet foretaste of 
heavenly joy. A calm and settled peace filled 
her mind, and a hope full of immortality lifted up her 
faded eye. 

It was not long before I paid a second and a 
solitary visit to the ruined cottage in the lonely glen. 
Her ghastly body was then much nearer to its resting 
place, the grave. Her soul stood on the vc^rge qf tiiis 
world, prepared fbr fiieht to that bosom* where 
,Lazaru$ and all the pious poor find an everlasting 
home of unspeakable glory. Very soon afterwards, 
as I sat in my study, the window of which g9?e an ex- 
quisite view of the valley that led to her hovel; :the 
toiling bell announced that she had passed into heaven. 

Natural benevolence may prompt a man to visit the 
habitations of the miserable, and hold forth a liberal 
and welcome relief to their temporal wants ; but it is 
only the *' heaf^en-bom charity," inspired by the gospel, 
which can bring him to acknowledge as a friend, and 
love as a member of the same redeemed and adopted 
fieunily, the pious child of squalid poverty, and the 
subject of loathsome disease. Christian, your Saviour 
may be found and served in scenes like this. {Mati, 
XXV.) In many a dark and lonely comer of this 
present evil world, you may discover some, to whom 
angels minister as being heirs of salvation, and with 
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' ' ' ' ''i • 

vvhom yon will rejoice to spend a blissful and a glorious 
eternity. Your ability to afford pecuniary aid may 
be painfully disproportionate to the wants which you 
will frequently find accumulated upon one individual. 
But, " she hath done what she could/* was the de* 
lightful testimony, which he, by whom actions are 
weighed, gave of his approbation to one, whose me* 
morial is nerer to perish. With the Bible in your 
hand, and the love of Christ in your heart, you may 
carry to the house of mourning, and to the pillow of 
its dying tenant, inconceivably more than wealth ceuld 
purchase, yihesk perhaps you may have littk else to 
give, but, '^ whosoever shall give to drink unto one 
of t)iese little onea a cup of cold water only in the name 
of a disciple, veril]^ I say unto you, he shall in ho wise 
lose his reward," 
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THE THATCHER'S WIDOW. 



Elizabeth R— ; — ivas the widow of athatcher> 
>»ha left behind bim a pleasing testimbny, that lie 
lov0dtbe Wfifs of Oedj that the B9)Ie was -the gaide 
]d^\ coapaniea ijthiB «aitbly pitgrintage ; and theft, as 
tke beat heritage he ccrald gvre his dddren, he la- 
bpttied to earidk them wHh avch a kooWledge of the 
IMy^Scnptureay Ibat they might bemade ** wise imtb 
aafeal»o& through fidtb wUch is in Christ Jesus.'* A 
wonndy which he inflicted on his leg while porstfifijg 
his humble employment, in a very few days laid him in 
tiie grave. His widow, with her seven children, thiis 
cast upon the world, immediately became the coii^ 
spicuous objects of that care, which exercises a j[^« 
euliar superintendence over the widow and the 
fatherless. She often spoke to me with tears tft &ih' 
amazing goodness of God, in enabling her to provid^i^ 
for her oflspring, towards whom she evidenced a ten^' 
demess of maternal affection not often found ""W 
mothers of her lowly station. With equal tend^i'ficfW 
she cherished the memory of her husband, aikd seldom 



The Thatcher's Widow. 59 

meBtiaaed him widioitt weeping. She became mis- 
treti of the village echod, and gave to many the 
dements of that knowledge, which, if duly improved, 
wdl do.for them-vrhat it did lor her. But, in her way 
ta the kingdom of heaven, ehe was called to pass 
through ^* mudi tnbalation* Exemption from trials 
is no condition of (he Redeemer's servioe. The world 
remark and .wonder, and sometimes dfaw * retj fer- 
roneDKUi condusicms from the fact, that rriibious 
persons are generally distinguished as nraeh by aheii* 
fr^<|Uesit'^nd severe a(Hictions, as they are bytlfeSr 
pi^y., The|^« overlook the accordance of this iWet*wMi' 
al]^^tfa|^ reeofddd dispensations of God towarda€^i6l& 
l)^s^Q8^ eminent serrants in every age. They dls^^ 
not thjt . wisdom ^ which ordainS, the love ^i^ 
pmmp^^, and .the power which overrules this myttit** 
Tfff\^^f^p(,*o{ the divine government. They have no* 
^{^jto. perceive, that Qod is more glorified in and 
tt^|i;9tVgl;vt^he, sorrows which he sends upon his people, 
tl^^by.s^U. the prosperity which he showers upon 
tj;^e,{^.^ho sometimes boast, that they make no'pro^ 
£^|iq^ <^ jreligion, and yet are more successful in lifb^ 
a»4'/<9ftf tfpubted than the godly. More glory accrued ' 
t>Pir,e^) AiW ^^ beggary and extreme misery of 
?#««B'H8ot^¥i.fr^"* the wealth and splendour of Dire*; 
S^i^,4hd^ioqs. friends of the great eastern pattiaMhy 
weVPimiftk^ i^r.^heir judgment upon his case. '^If 



tBmi mert ff&e iBtod vfMigtvt; Mraly nwr lie *mmM ^ 

aPKTftke for thee, and make the haUlirtiw .«f ^kf[ 
i%teeouaiid8B prosperous.*! Bmti htMi. **th^'S»>nf 
the LonM'' The hannlkyy laith, patience, aiid«evi«qr- 
gface of his suflbring seiTAnty jperejstreagtlMaed wd 
dtsplayeds the malice and maritinalioiw of &ita».n»» 
taitied a signal defeat; and God adraaced'his owi^ 
glory, by Ike afflictions of Job, and by their iaaae* 

Egsabefh lU^— - was the child of pr^TideBoe»- nflv 
was she less the child of sorrow. She was Isae^ly 
distressed by losing successiyely three very promifing 
children; i but she was cheered by knowing that there 
was hope in tbdr end. Towards the ch>se of h^ 1^ 
she became a very grievoas sufferer from a wet^eK 
caneer» of an enormons size, which grew upon, hn 
bioast, and rendered her an object of pity>a94 
commiseration. Under the gradual advwi^ -r.nf 
this disease towards its crisis, which pHMred,.ibii)( 
death, she suffered long and greatly. But il d(Wih>^ 
less was the means of drawing her nearer to the CMt9t 
all consolation, and afforded an oppostiMttiy for J^ 
exhibition of the best principles. Long be6ire»Jbi9«.^#(if 
deed, she was a woman of prayer. Her diiidaSAiHi 
their evening return from labour, ofitan Iband Wer^jsi 
soano letirad corner of their cottage in the attii^c^tad 
employment of ^. anpplicant at the thuim nt^jfWn 
aad she waa wont to spend many aaaored mmuAM 
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cr ^ci ft M tc ill the sane fmaaeax/t as did llie contem|^fttive 

■^ fl fcm t iy Efter tlie-pronience of Ood fixed my W 

bUMton at S'- — , I diioeVered Eliaabeth R to be 

a ^w^mati wbo feaiied^Qd loved God, and who, ia the 
dlligettf bearing and keeping of his .word, was ^* look* 
kig for the- mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto 
eternal life.** Humility was a prominent feature in her 
ehttf aeter. Every person spoke well of her except 
herself. WhSe from many I often heard pleasing tes^ 
Ihnotties of her worth, fnmi her own lips I never, was 
(Gained to hear those frequent self-applauses, which 
are common in the mouths of many. They who are 
ignorant of the corruption of human nature in them<^ 
selves nnd others, would have been astonished at her 
spfihtaneous confessions of her own guUt and un- 
worthiness. When i called upon her ia an alms- 
hMse^ which was the asylum of her latter years, she 
w o Ni ld often mourn and weep over the wickeduess of 
llep heart'. Not that ^he had any foul offence to 
dhsrgfef hersdf with before men; but, in the sight of 
6tod; she* Mt and freely acknowledged herself to be a 
misMsMe anmer. '^ It grieves me to think," she would 
sny^ "^ ef ^ wretched manner in which I serve the 
hotdi. 4 cannot love and pray to him as I ought. 
nii dto tto s ics me fiar more than the pains that I snSer 
i»my.tedy. . But I do hate sin— I do hi^ those vam 



'' f^pi^f you Jbave nothing of y<MjuriQ|jm^9Q!pAiO»BPl^ 

i^ ,0)? .|;i;ouiid of your t^pe?" S^e with wwjfe eiMipfiH* 

fli^jlft Implied— "To whom f^ l,si>JmtMbm M«l»d 

^p9Lijf:? He ^nly.hits jtlie.^pnUt pf.©tejn*Hifef" jfiSa 

|ici:,yt^p9vdtp%,hou^.of,lHff5^^ %|Bbw,^^^ 

^fw}Vf^ ^p^suKi, th.^t sbfit nuglvt hay^ ^^^fc^^ 

tlijuj: j^^tiQnate ^ttqitioiifty ( enJQj«4 ^9^ eOH^'' 

tWi^^ qiwiff^mK the prpgrfi^ of.hot#qnl l^wM 

}i^^-.T Hei;. iBx^piciating ^&^ wfM t^.fiyi^y 

^ai^i^ggroi^nd^ Till that peipiod, her inind lifasjoften 

distp^fifMed l>y spiritufil darkneis, dagturb^-bypfefyrp 

and dpi^bt^» egad molested by ten^ptatioi|. . S^, j§fijf 

be.ti^lj ^aiii.tQ l^e sowp tl^e precious 8eedx>j^ji%e4ll 

many^te^f ; ,but» now she i^ re«^pjng.tbe£dl^syrv9ie|t 

in an ej^ce^di^g and i^t^r^al weight pf g)oi!yi(t:Stt^ 

'* Who is jifli^g jon that feateth, the ^(|-owl% J*^ 

^beyeth. the voic^ of his ^erva^t y tbf^ j^aljlf^ in 

darkness, and hath no light ? 1^4 .>bii|ci ;tfiff^ JBlthe 

paroei pf U^e Loid, and stay upon biyj:e^4/'v',:ft»I^- 

Jim^te, triwap^ P^er dpubt and few, -|j<^s,j<8^t5^- 

^<HW^n^t tp mourners in2ion. , , ,^ «;iir/:2ic 

When,! .expresf&ed W. grief at se^iwii^ ^iff g!P 

^jBealy, .shft qb^erved— " Ye^ ; b^it t^^ Hm^W ffilff^' 

ingi MfCdil^ 4Q.D0thing towards M^^m^UhPI «H!- 
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Sii» i^piSiiiMly ^gftTOW^d «I1 fadpe of pardon from' Mj 
ilbtM^'ihe^^^f didWiiufifered; and never was deluded 
tPf^thei^ fie^il^ng i^fot of supposing, that severe 
t^tn^l^V ^Efiffi^tk)rifi, ekher mental or bodily, constitute 
k kk^of semi-MoMement for transgression. ^^ I hope 
tii&t alt my snierlngs will be in this life," is this ani- 
l^no'uA s^tithent nttefed by many, wlioT betray a 
kimentable ignorance of the end and exclusive virtue 
of 'the Saviotir*s '* meritorious cross and passion, 
inierc^y alone we obtain remission of our sins, and are 
m^dl^ pavtkkers of the kmgdom of heaven/' £I^al>eth 
' R >' " • lonfged ardently for '^ the rest which remaiiietJi 
Ibr the people of God." " Is it," said I, " youi: ex- 
eeHiive bodily pain, that makes yon so long for 
herein V " No," she replied, " for though k would 
Ve'i great mercy to be delivered from that pain, I 
'til^fly wish to reach that blessed place, because I 
Ifhifa shall be fVeed from the evils of ray wicked heart." 
•'>' ^^at seems to you most desn^ble in heaven ?" 
»*^Thfe Mght of my blessed Saviour." 
^'lA^ply sensible as she was of her unworthmess, 
aSd^bhg as^ she had previously walked under a cloud, 
sighing for the light of peace, she now had no dread of 
^cAto.' ' **^Howglreat is God's mercy to you," I said, 
'^ni^^tm'donotfear to die. You know that death 
Wi \'^\^g, Md that sting is sin ; and the strength of 
"sth' • ik^tiie hckl ^»ch shews us our guilt."* « Yes," 
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was her answer, " but thanks be to God, wHb ^4th 

r ''I  

US the victory, through our Lord Jesus Christ.^ 'It 
was her great grief, that her severe pains hindered' lier 
in grayer and meditation. She would say, *^I long to 
see my Saviour, that I may serve him without sin, and 
without interruption." Her patient resignation wis 
striking. " My pains are very great," she said ; ** but 
not my will, O Lord, but thine be done." 
. I offered to administer to her the Holy Sacrament — 
an offer which I never make to sick and dying persons, 
unless they evince an enlightened understanding of the 
nature of the ordinance, and are anxious to partake of 
it simply in affectionate and grateful remembrance of 
the Saviour*s death, and as a means of grace and con\- 
fort, but not as a quietus to the conscience, or a pass- 
port to heaven. She manifested great thankfulness 
for my offer, adding, *^ I always loved to receive' it. 



It lifted my heart to heaven, and I deeply grieved if 
ever my infirmities would not let me go to the Lord's* 
table. It seemed like turning my b^ck upon ttie (ibm- 
mand of my Saviour." At her desire, and a vAokf iii- 
teresting scene it was, to see her four children kneiffii|^ 
around their dying mother; her two sons, and "^ti^o 
daughters, participated with us in the sacred feait : 
she sweetly remarking in the words of our Ldrd-^'^'I 
shall take it no more with them till we together' 'dHUk 
it new in the kingdom of my Father.** 
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•pHer apguiah of body was inconceivably greftt* 
*f\BvLtf" she was wont to say, ** I trust the Lord will 
UQiver Iqi^ye .me-r-never forsake me. He has brought 
me through many troubles, he will bring me through 
thU«" Though she did not fear death itself, yet Iisr 
Q^ture sometimes shrunk bacl^ from the pains of it* 
I remarked — ''Even for these you will soon praise 
God ; for the pains of temporal death will render the 
chapge from earth to heaven the more glorious.'^ This 
comforted her, and she rejoiced, that Jesus haa died 
to deliyer her from the bitter pains of eternal death. 
The. eye of her faith becoming still clearer as death 
llrew nigh, was frequently fixed upon the RItct of Life, 
Yhicl^ is mentioned in the apocalyptic deicriptibn of 
heaven. ''Oh! that I could drink of that living 
wt^ter,'' she cried, ** then I should be well. I long to 
drink of that river of the water of life. It seems as if I 
^ss^w it flowing before me.'' 

<( Whatever she might be called to endure, she felt 
<*9ttfideiit that the promises* of the gospel ^ere enough 
tC[ ^upport her. ** I had rather,** she said» ** suffisr ten 
Jti^f^s i^ore than all this, than be separated from nly 
^^^vifjur. In the midst of my most violent agonies, the 
Yfjrds pf Job are ever in my mind ; < Though he slay 
^me, yet yill I V^st in him.*'' On one occasion, wlien^ I 
^|i^i^ired.how8be was, she answered — <' Sir, L canhdt 
find one part of my body free from pain.** '' But the 
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time 18 dhort---you soon will be where dDtereshdll hdua^ 
inore pain/' ^* I hope «o.- Indeed I can say^ iihvn^ 
no fears, no doubts left/' '< Doiyou now enfoy mece 
than usual comfort and peace ?*' ^* Yes^ sir, I do. « I 
have always felt myself a most wretched sinner. 1 
never could pray aS' I wished, nor serve the Lord atf 
I ought. This was my constant grief. This daily 
filled me with mourning. But for many years it has 
been my prayer, that, before I died, I might be enabled 
to rejoice in God my Saviour ; and, now, blessed be 
his name, I do rejoice. My fears are gone. Ifo 
doubts are left.'' During another visit I paid to her 
chamber, she said to me, '* I desire to be within the 
gate of heaven. But I hope the Lord will give me 
patience for all I have first to go through/' '^When 
you do get within that bright gate, what c^ ail you 
there shall see will most delight you ?" '^ There will 
be every thing to delight me ; but, iespectally, I skeM 
rejoice to see" — and her tears flowed fast ais ishe 
spoke, — *'I shall rejoice to see my SaMiottP'^is 
wounded side — his pierced hands'^^-his head wlnGb was 
torn by the thorns — ^and all for me I" h 

On one other occasion she again complained rolribeff 
sinfulness and unworthiness. I quoted ibB^wotdenaf 
Isaiah^ ^' Ho, every one that thirsteth^ come ye.t^th^ 
waters, and he that hath no money; come ye,.>buif>aikd 
eat ; yea, come, buy wine and mill& .ynthontt<m0auf^ 
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and iiwithdat price. , ' Yoq feel that yoa hkve notUtig' %<b 

^upeiift punchase of the 'pardon of that guilt, wldeh 6t^ 

oaskms your /ccnnplauila/' '^No, I have nothtag-^ 

itothiog to buy it With.'' ^^Thea you see it is a free 

gift, and you will ietttribute to the Lord all the glory of 

your salvation/-' ^^ I never can give him glory 

enoikgh/' She desired that her name might be put up 

with the public prayers of the congregation ; but prb^ 

ceeded to say, that she would not consent to this unless 

her family went to the house of God. She scrupulously 

would not let them comply with the singular custom of 

all the other members of a family absenting themselves 

from public worship, when any one of them is publicly 

prayed for. There may be in the custom 'kn appear* 

anoe of tenderness and respect for the afflicted person; 

but, certamly, all, whose services are not needed in the 

sick chamber, should go and unite their own prayers 

witir those of the great congregation, oh behalf of their 

relative, and carry home, for the benefit of the afflicted, 

' ai portBon of the' instruction which they have been 

&«oured 4o hear. 

A few days before her departure, she derived much 
cottiiort' from my repetition of the 23rd Psalm. '' I 
havt>na>fear of the dark valley," she said, '< for the 
Lordisvwith me. I bless God that I have not neg-* 
' lected his service till now. A death-bed repentance 
i|ifisti.be' daiigerouiU In youth and health is the time 
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to miod the bameu of the* soul. Bat still, { am 
ashamed that I have served the Lord m so imperfect 
a- manlier. I place no depeod^ce^on myself; m^ 
righteoosnesset are as filthy rags.'' like every soul 
who is taught of God, and has imbibed the spirit of 
Christy she felt for the dark state in which thousands 
live. They had her dying prayers — ^* O that the Lord 
maty open their eyes before it is too late.** 

Oik the Thursday preceding her dissolution, she to^d 
me, that she had no trouble of mind. All was con- 
fined to the body. Her soul enjoyed unclouded peace 
and joy in believing the promises of the Word of God. 
She often remembered and repeated the words which 
/ell from Ihe dying lips of her own mpther, and which 
were partly uttered. by the Saviour on the cross, 
qaoted from the dlst Psalm — ''Into thine hand I 
commit my spirit; thou hast redeemed me, O Lord 

God of truth/' On that same day she looked at me 

rf  • , li- 

very earnestly, and said, '' O sir, there is. a fp^t 

difference between life and death,'' . Thi) last time I 

saw this truly good old woman, I emdeavonrpd to 

comfort her under her most dreadfiil sufierines. by 

.directing her attention to the love and power of the 

Lord JesuB Chrirt; remarking, ,« He i. a g^'a^ff 

riotts, an all*su£iicient Saviour*" '' Yeif," sl^e replied, 

with aa energy extraordinary for her re^uc^ state of 

bed,, «^J«» the Mighty God. the Ei,eria.ti,^ Fath^, 



tS'# Priiice of Pieace!"' ' The agonies' which she Under- 
Went, ^^eemed, tow^rdff the last, to shut up th€ doori 
(k%eT mifii, t>6dbtlei^8^. Iti erery moment of sensi-^ 
bility/the Lord manifented his presence with her sool; 
for the last words she was' heard to utter, were — ^<*The 
marriage supper of the Lamb ! Hie marris^e supp^ 
of the Lamb!*' 

Thus lived, and thus died, the Thatcher's Widow. 
Her life was a life of humble faith, and her end was 
peace'. It may be asked, in what did Elizabeth R > 
so differ from others, that she should be held up k% 
an example? I answer, her principles were widely 
clifiPereni from those of most persons, and she derived 
them from a different source. The principles, which 
in the majority of mankind give a fbirm to the eharac~ 

I 

ter, and a decided tenor to the life, are of a worldly 
nature and tendency, and originate in those Mne, 
though ' specious maxims, which pass current among- 
m'en. ^ Her*s were of heavenly origin, for she drew 
them from the Bibie : they were of a holy tendency, 
for they produced a sober, righteoua, and godly life. 
^atight by the Spirit of God the evil of sin, •* die 
sorrowecf aher a godly sort,,** y/hen she discovered the 
DiSs ' 6r lier' nature toward-s transgression. An €n-> 
Iightehe'(l' anc^ enlarged understanding of die moral 
lawV led her to* form a lowly estimate of dl her con- 
duct.' iSeeing that she could not bring a single sUms 



«j, 
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towards layiijg the fi;>Mi^tioit: of ]i^ etisfnal^K^s^ 
with eimple faith and livdy ^DUitucb ate bufli ^^ 
Christ, as the sure and only fewiAatian stoiic^ -I^ir 
as her character stood with mf^ so^Tsobriet^; ifiteg^-1 
rity, and in all the extevtiala oiFrdigion, so that, if 
any dared, she might also have hud ^ confidfen^'in^ 
the Hesh/' she was fully prepared to hamioiw^e ^itft 
the Apostle — " What things were gain to me, thos^ 1 
counted lose for Christ: yea, d<>ubtleaty and I ebunt' 
all thing* bat loss for the excellency of the knbwledgie^ 
of Christ Jeans my Lord; for whom I li»ve s^rfif^redt 
the loss of all things, and do count them but dung^ A«t' 
I may win Christ, and be found in him, not haV^"^ 
min^ own righteousness, which is of the lawy btit'^kt^ 
whichU through the faith of Christ, the righteottiMliM' 
iRfhich is of God by fiuth.*^ Her moral dspottmbn^- 
afforded a eondusiv^ testimony of the pfaetical'lR^ 
fluence of these truths, whenever they are vec^i^d,^' 
ikot merely by the understanding, as. constitu(itt|f'<ft' 
theory to be maintained^ but by the heart, ais A|»flksh}i)>^ - 
motives for the willing and cheerful practide <eC^^ #hllt^ 
soever things are true, whatsoever things ajr^&miie4lf;r 
whatsoever things are just, whatsoev^ .. tkin^^^fii^^ 
pure, whatsoever things are lovely, 'and wlitttio4^4F 
things «olit^ any virtue, and protnretai^ipndw^'*.'^^'' 
There was also this essential diftrenae bet^n^h^P^ 
and many (Others.; that religioa vidk HuBti sbiMith^h^^ 
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pnjB^iliire «liiuiti«iH[y waft ft mtltter of experience. She 
^# ItHi j)Q9Vte tnufp^t iis'«jdcnotrtedged its authority 
ain(^iim|#ff|fnoeio4ttie Welcomed its descending and 
p^^[7VM}iosi inflnenoe upMn her squI, and made ft her 
IWSIIIilMd faer.^ffix^^tHatleferyafifeotion and erery 
Pfl^i^iiUlgfat be ;auhjiKitidd to its oontrouL Nor was 
f^^^f^ti^nmiberof^iosey •who are contented to know 
9piJU^: Qonveise about som^ scattered and uncon-^ 
TOif^Ri^ tnlgmavU of chtistianityt she rather contem- 
I^^t^flvit l^« perfect temple, reared by the gr^H 
4i^AtHf^> wherein to inaoifest his presence Bnd unveil 
%gl§f7S and «herem to meet his true worshippers, 
ao4Md mth them a sweet and blissful communion, 
T^f^JQlK this was the very summit of her desires. She 
opilM^srith propriety say, ^^ One thing have I desired 
c^^ liQtrd, that will I seek after; that I may dwell 
ixkit^ .lM>nse of the L^vd all the days Of my life, to 
l»^iQM-jAie beauty 6f the Lord, and to inquire m his 
tj^Vil^'' '^Whereas, iHimbers are satisfied wHh specu- 
l9Jm0BM9tiomf "wUiib but indistinctly enlighten their 
n^di^ 'aid IdMs^th^ir hearts cpld, dead, and at en- 
jpt9(ivit^ifiod*"Vhey study to discover what is the 
a9»f^lQi[^liBa«im' of duty which they may yield, and 
vibM(iSitiM/lCt«est state of feeling in which they may 
rest, MnfiflMP^7*^*Mi aafoty . They give to God enly 
^hfttiithej^vdannot withhold; but to the world every 
tfasy em possibly bestow. These few 
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remarks are enonjgfi to drftw a #trdD^ lifie of 
tion and di^rence betw««hHl>e^fi^ Ute^ 

Elizabeth R , and the midty ^d'lMMit totiie«9:ife 

no such resemblance. ' ''^' • »» *''^ 

It is' sometimes confidently assert^, that audi frfft^ 

ciples as this poor woman adopted, and sack doeCritiea 

as she espoused, are not orthodox, nor aeeonAsat'^Hrii 

the Sentiments of the Church of England, but die tah 

bibed either at the Meeting-house, or under tlMiiftl- 

nistry of a certain class of clergymen, who retain id 

the peculiarities of Puritaniam, though they oocupy 

stations in the Establishment. It might, isdced^ bt 

sufficient to compare these religious views with tte 

language of inspiration. If they run parallel with eai^ 

other, no more need be said to establish the tm^y 1» 

enforce the authority, and to illustrate the importance 

of such principles and' doctrines. But it reqfires id^if 

a single eye, cleared from the film of natural cbi^ 

ruption, and unobstructed by the mists of theological 

polemics, to discern, tliat the voluitie, whieh ^aonttiii 

the formularies, and the accredited sentiments dfoicr 

British Zion, may be correctly denomiaat ed, ^'.WHt 

pendium of evangelical religion. From diis,' anil tMk 

the Holy Scriptures, and from no other aouifce^ flid 

humble friend derive her opinions.* FrOnP 



* Her attaehnent wii not the offipriDg of igaomice or ao- 
pentitioo, aor of that popidi bigotry, which ensvrei Mlvatioa 
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muHflk a» feom ^uoalion and habit, «he was firmly^ 
^UiimKj wvj afectftooatidy, attached to the NatioQal 
C^Rwdi^ Th^ aacrad aod Tenerable atructure with 
iriiich that church had provided her, waa her 
iHflofrad aad conataot resortc ita sendcea w«ne her 
dalight; and ita ministera she revered and loved. No 
4miside«atioQ ever induced her to leave that house of 
fvayer, where she had ever sought and found the 
pteaenoe of Him, whom she was accustomed to call 
ber- ''beloved Saviour:" and though towards the 



fndis«ifliliiately to all within, and denies it to all withovt, tbe 
l^e of the EstaMisbed Charch. I remember ' calling at a 
cottage, in the fint parish of which I was pastor, and fbond it 
UHalAM by a ^eonple in abont tbeir fiftieth .year» whoae 
•wartliy coonteaances, stoat lirabs, and Tigorons motions, be^ 
spoke perfect saoity of body. These cottagers I had inad- 
▼ertently overlooked, as their dwelling was in a very seqnes- 
^la a a da a M w, I eadeavoared to draw their attention to those 
t^iyics, which ought to^istingnishand to consecrate a roioister'a 
converse with Ihs people. lu answer to a question I put to 
-Hite', they told OM, that their hope of heaven was foanded on 
4km^ that Ihey had always kept to thelf Chwrck. To my great 
sorprise, however, I soon disedvered that they were wholly 
ignorant of my name and person. '* What,'' said I, *' have I 
ihMHs^reNl aMNitfas in the parish, and yet do yon not know 
Mai L iear this is a sign that you aeldom go to the honse of 
God." It was the fact. They had not crossed its threshbold 
iilice I and 'ftiiiiied there, though they were within a few 
ftapiiiiss'. walk, •f the church, aad their health and circam- 
ataaces presented no impediment. Yet did these poor people 
rest their eternal salvation on their having, Ueft fd ikdr 
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close of life ber perceptions of divine truth became 
more clear and yiridy they were substantially the 
same when I first knew her. Her wisdom was his 
gift who has «aid^ '< The path of die just is as the 
sinning light, that Bhinedi'-iiBore and more unto the 
perfect day/* 
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LADY M 



Ladt M was an accompUibed woman of fashion. 

To a superficial observer, her life presented a wide 
and unbroken circle of enjayments, as brilliant and as 
varied as rank and fortune could supply. Every day 
afforded her new delights, or brought back customary 
pleasures in a new form. Her character stood high 
with the world, for her splendid hospitality welcomed 

many to N Court; her a&bility gave ease to all^ 

who apjHToached her; and her liberal charity drew^ 
forth the blessings of the surrounding peasantry. Her 
manners were highly fascinating. '* In her tongue was 
the law of kindness:" not merely that glossy and 
smiling courteousness which is learned in the school of 
Chesterfield, and is regarded in the polite world as 
an essential accomplishment; but that cordial tender- 
ness—that spontaneous and unassumed kindliness, 
which i*eaches the heart and captivates the affections. 
She never was forgetful of the courtliness becoming 
her r^ky but. her condescensions gave no pain. She 
was dignified without being repulsive^ and complaisant 
without affectation. Her conversation was enlivened. 
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Witft ready wit, and often unlo<ited and df^playedUTi 

treasures of a mind well stdVed'with general literature, 

. ' . 
and an extensive knowledge , of the world, whtch felie 

fiad viewed with an intelligent eye. 

' 'Butliady M was not Iff possession of happiness, 

though she had within her reach those ingredients 
which' are imagined to compose the cup of earthly 
bliss. In the midst of that splendour by which she 
was' ehcirclfed, when she thought that no eye was sur- 
veying her, I have seen by a glance her expressive 
countenance lose all its gaiety, and exhibit the index 
of a mind ill at ease. Deep thought gave a fixedness 
to her eye, and palid .sadness clothed her hollow 
cheeks, except when a hectic flush, that treacherous 
colouring with which consumption beautifies its vio- 
tiths, betrayed the canker that was secretly preying 
upon her life. The recollection of her at such mor 
ments is associated in my mind with the reply which 
Dr. Johnson once made to his friend Boswell, who 
had said, that '' things are done on the supposition of 
happiness: grand houses are built, fine gardens are 
made, splendid places of public amusement ar^ con- 
trived, and crowded with company?' " Alasj^sir,*' 
replied the great moralist, '^ these are ooly ^^ggfes 
for happinfessL When I first entered Ramla^/JCt^ve 
an exparisit)n and gay sensation to ray ttti^^f^l^W^as 
I never experienced any where else. But, \% Xerxes 
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wept tifhen he viewed his ionaense amy, and coih- 
sidered that not ooe of that gceat multitude would be 
alive a hundred years afterwards, so it went to my 
heart to consider, that there was not one in all that 
brilliant circle that was not afraid to go home.^d 
think; but that the thoughts pf .each iudividuaji theve 
would be distressin&T when alone." 

''''" Oh, the dark days of vanity I While here' ^ " ' ' 
-'- How tasteless^ and how teiriUe when gone!' 

J^ady M sometimes appeared to find that dis- 

>inp^ny. When she sunk back into herse 



treses loneliness, even in the midst of enlivening 
company. When she sunk back into herself , she 
seemed to experience an aching vacuity, which the 
whole world could not fill. 

During one of her morning calls at the Parsonage, 
Dr. Young's Night Thoughts were brought into dis- 
cussion.. She seemed to have imbibed the very spirit 
of that assiduous, but disappointed votary at the 
shrine of this lying world, and spoke with rapture of 
Jis poems. I too expressed my admiration of his 
vnntings, and referred particularly to his sublime 
thoughts, on the atonement. 

>^ife^Ufd4iifMHnMtroSbnceraHd'It(M^ " v < vi 
v/Thomghiikttaiis dmtspeakdti vidtt^ inft^ i .( 
«iA«fyfdwi,bpiMifrt|wth.blpodJ WitbbkH)44i¥ipftl .u^ 
Ki Jih^ ^^^4"^ ^f '^ l.mA^ my fo?| , „ , 
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'•Pi^rrisredtopronpokel Timigh woo'dMdianU^ irrq 

Blest and chastk'd, a flagrant rj^^eVftilU , ^ . ; |^j„,^ 
. f, A^ rebely midst the tbimders of bis throne ! , , . 

Nor. I alone ! a rebel universe ! 

My species up in arms! not one exenipt! * '• '^^ h'' 
'Vet for the foulest of the foul he dies; * '^ "'* 

Most jo/d for the redeemed froln deepest gniltf « !* 

I added, however, that the perusal of Youngs 
generally left my heart cold ; that he winged my tma" 
gination, but did not elevate my affections; that there 
was an indescribable chilliness in his composrtibns, 
which diffused over the soul a dreary melancholy. 

Lady M appeared struck with the agreement of 

my sentiments with her own, and looked to me'^ith 
an inquiring eye to solve the difficulty. ** It has been 
remarked/* I said, ** that the great Poet of the Night 
never i^):ecogpuzed the invaluable and consolatory d6c- 
trine of the need and the attainableness of the pt^- 
mised influences of the Holy Spirit; and thatihisiiiay 
account for that absence of hallowed and glowing 
feeling in his pages, of which a truly christian deader 
is painfully conscious.'' This observation prodiice^^p 
her considerable agitation, which she sought 4»iiAoA- 
ceal by in.tandy rising to depart. ;'';;;«; 

We fblt a lively. concern for thiS(iii4e]M)9;tii;^„iF9mf|n, 
and we felt it most when.we noticed het demeafeMttrrin 
the- house of God. No worihipper thc^re ivas'.ei^er 
more constant and timely in attendmutei etowa^Ubap" 



parei^jT'dWut rn*fol]oynn^ tbai mittinter ^^ with' Ian 
humble voicif to ^tbe '(hrone of the hearenly gmoe.*' 
She had been educated, and through maturef fifb dOn- 
finnedy in strong prejudices againsi those clergymea of 
the Established Church, who preach with fervour the 
dodtrines, which are ' truly, though reproachfiHly, 
t^med evangelical. Nor was she backward to ex- 
press the suspicion and the dislike with which she 
viewed the promulgators of these new doctrines, 
" falsely 50 called," Yet was there in Lady M — — a 
happy inconsistency, which I fain would hope attaches 
itself to many, whom their lot in life keeps aloof from 

.intercourse with men, whose honest aim is to tread in 
the path that is marked by the footsteps of patriarchs 
and prophets, of apostles and evangelists, of martyrs 

.and reformers,* She had no distinct view of the 

• 

4pctfii}es which she dreaded, nor did she know the 
^^]^i^pter^ of the divmes whom she condemned. Of 

- * - - . , 

I'jhf^'A f f^ptlcmiui of family and fortnae, who, from the purest 

tnoiiref, took op the paxtonil office, and became a faitlifal, la- 
' Wriohs, am) useful clergyman, acknowledged, that from bis 
-flofiinc)^ to manhooclj he had always connected with the term 

MetKodist, which is so freely bestowed npon every man of 

aerions and scriptural piety, the idea of something monsir&us, 
f^^ffthl^n-ffthUnpit and condnct; and that, when he first ap- 
nipn^gf^^i^p^uxcb, whose minister was reputed '* Evangeliealy** 

h£ expected to find the whole venerable and devotional order 
^'an/i services' Jf tlie Establishment laid aside, and sofiie wild and 
-tjftcnBJMdis systmn sabstitnted in their place I 
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thia she g^ave a sbgul^qr proof in her sedulous attention 
to my humble ministry. It was as curious asjt was 
delightful, to compare hei; countenance, while she 
listened to a discourse from the pulpit, with that of an 
aged man, who commonly stood hj the comer of l|e^ 
pew. In her look there was the steadfast ai^d anxious 
gaze of one, who was hearing ^itb a heart th^ 
trembled and shrunk at the diseo¥ery of its emotioaa, 
but which, like Lydia's, was being opened to attend 
to the thinjg^ that were spoken. There was a pensive 

sadness that said, '^This is truth — but it is 

. r   ?'«!• "... 

painful truth.'* Nor seldom did h^r cheejLS betray 
the traces of a tear, over which I hoped that ahgeb , 
might rejoioe, as a token of that repentance, which was 
hidden from human observation. The old man*s 
countenance I should have been pleased to see glowing * 
00 canvass from the pencil of a Raphael or a Reynplds. 
It formed a fine contrast with that of Lady M— : — , It 

' , ' ■i;Ht(itjj?}flo*> 

eoncealed. nothing. The hopes and. fears, the joys 
and sorrows of his heart, appeared there m succession, 
and every feature seemed to speak. He loika ue ^ 
truth, and lived under its sanctifying influence* OM 

^ ^ --;■ v'MiT.iftibfTilW 

R   was tenant of a cottage,^ surrounded by a moat, 
which, in days of less refinement than the present^ had 
been '^ the village preacher s modest mansion — ^p^hap!( 

^ A man he was tQ all the country dey^ . i, . j, ,oonu 
And passing rick with forty pounds a ;^ar. , 



and' realizing the best traits of Goldsmith'sr portrait of 
a country parson — a portrait which, in my boyish days, 
was perpetually recurring to my mind, and kindling an 
ardent desire, that, in after life, I might fill a similar 
station among my fellow candidates for immortality. 

But to return to Lady M -. The never-acknou^ 

ledged ardour of her soul for religious knowledge, dis- 
covered itself in a manner, which as much encouraged, 
our hopes, as it excited our surprise. I officiated at 

another church, about three miles distant from N 

Court. The path thither lay across numerous fields, 
through a low, marshy country, whose clayey and ad- 
hesive' soil very greatly added to the fatigue of 
pedestrian travellers. Yet, with every convenience at 
command, during a most inclement autumn and 
winter, and with a cough upon her, which, though un* 
perceived by her, was making daily ravages on her 
constitution, she regularly walked to the church of 

L , usually accompanied by her daughter and a 

servant, after having attended at our parish church. 
There, though a stranger, and of elevated rank, she 
with difficulty was persuaded to accept of any superior 
accommodation. She would often enter pews crowded 
by the poor population of a parish, which contained no 
genteel inhabitants, and there upon her knees, on the 
uncovered floiifj'ket a dignified but humble example of 
devotion.^ She appeared absorbed in never vacillating 
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attention to the prayers and praises that were beiti^ 
offered up, and to the instruclioM of one, who had h<^ 
seen half her years, and who was bat a novitiaie in 
the ministry of reconciliation between God and man. > 
On her yearly yisit to the metropolis, we parted 
with her for ever. For ever! — I retract the wordsl 
Though amidst the changes of this mortal life, onr lot 
was cast in another and a distant province, and we 
never met het again, I cannot but antieipate that we 
shall greet her amongst the countless millions of the 
red^etaied before the throne of God. I sent her cofHes 

4 

' of the Rise and Progress of Religion, and the Refo^; 
$he most kmdly and thankfully accepted them, and' 
promised to give them an attentive perusal. The rfoe 
of religion in her mind was obscured by many olouds» 
and its progress was impeded by all tlie* formidable 
obstacles which rank and wealth could throw in fa^r 
way; but I confidently hope that she found' thiit 
blessed reAige, which is admirably pointed' out in the 
latter mentioned volume. Within a few months after* 
wards she was called into eternity; 
Many reflections are suggested by this litfle sketch 

of Lady M . I must content myself wi& a'^Ki^. 

*^ How hardly shall they that have riches enter into the 
kingdom of heaven.'* Wealth is of the number' of 
those comprehensive blessings, which the corrupt 
heart of man often converts into an equally com^ 



Lfii^M ^. 83 

gmhipniie ciuse. It. poeiaiU not, indeed, impedi« 
■MBPfr itfMWilgtdiy inggpewMe tothe attainmeiit of tttti 
ki&Cdom, .whicLis .inaro impie&Uy mhe-rited bj the 
poor of ^lufl'iroiU; bs&it throws up boims of awfid 
«|0i:%tifi^*iiUchn;0D.faaqMn and unaided povtr'Can 
SHfinoitat. UbiBif whom Pfovidenoe has Taiaed above 
the meaner cares, and g^sser wants of life, wanU do 
wteU^ta inscribe. that saying of our Lord» with its con- 
taaty-Ofer every aveune to their hearts, and^ in.imagi- 
nalMttyOver every chamber of their mansions. It is 

moDS than probable, that had Lady M oociipie4.a 

lower station in the scale of Imman society, iher ^iiebf 

MN^ild fasffeahed aionadher a clearer li^i^ and wesaid 

have JBominated a wider circle. 

;r»'Xha chanty that hopethaU things, where any gnwad 

^.itopaappears,.is.stron^y appealed to in a caaeiflqe 

Mtfi ^,.LBdy M^^-.^. ''The day of small things" is 

^d)^ipsid.iahearen, nor skonld itbe oonteamedan 

j(f^.. . The Jpbgdom of Ood cometh not with oh^ 

,^^j^/^KAim., It makes many a cMifittst witbout*ibe 

MM of ▼ittory. The ly p iop ri siting standard ,of the 

^^f^isji|Med m alany adcpaitnitQt of theapfaitaal 

.IFn^> ;ifM^ liw mortal eyes may Imve^aa oppor- 

affl*^; ^*9beei?|]ng it StiB, howeivr^ we may^wsB 

><^f|q||,i^ 1#8S aocniittg iiMiti ssch.intfanceatodm 

^1;^ JEptepiftaof snnroiiiiding sekAii^ea and dqwrndanti. 
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fte ifMely does tte coiili0ioa»* kfiMttQe. of a .bhriMftU 
annnple ftpMd^ thati?e tML^^SMi^km miilBA^ of 
tfie power of tlwit antidotey whicbptghfcbe rtSru^tonily 
eriiibftlBd by the db^idcd aAd^^ooMteWtpiMy o£.t)mi«> 
who walk where every eye ^MUd loe libem^.^Ail ^« 
effect of who8e example descendi to the very, lowaet of 
the community. 

/ Lady M was one of that class, a personal ac«- 

quaintance with whom led Burke to say» '' that to the 
great, die consolations' of religion are ae necessary aa 
its instructions. They, too, are among the unhappy* 
They feel personal pain, and domestic sorrow. la 
these they have no privilege, but are subject to pay 
their full contingent to the contributions levied on mor- 
tality. They want this sovereign balm under their 
gnawing cares and anxieties, which being less con* 
versant about the limited wants of animal life, range 
without limit, and are diversified by infinite combina- 
tions in the wild and unbounded regions of the 
imagination. Some charitable dole is wanting to 
these, our often unhappy brethren, to .fill the gloomy 
void that reigns in minds which have nothing on earth 
to hope or fear; something to relieve in the kiliag 
languor and over-laboured lassitude of those who have 
tiothing to do; something to excite an appetite to 
existence in the palled satiety which attends oa all 



lAi p}4^sunive9 which iMy te ba«ghl> where wtvre i«<rii^ 

% o( Ibft.ift^ iMr mirii pvioflMy wheie tfen dMtn is Mrtb» 

oiilf €i|MMi> lild *diMr«Cpi0 MUod detetad bj mfldiliU«4 

to sdMMe* and wttOAmno^ of delight; end no interveW 

titf 110^ obftede, 4e mteqKMMd between the wish and thf 

stof eiecomjpilishmeiit*" 
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'"VISITS TO A FAfiM^flmJSK ' 




The rteoliectiont of College dayS; which recur at 
€very turQ of progressive life, are not only amongst 

f It *^ Li '■ . ' "' 

the most interesting and fascinating memorials trear 
snrid In the mind^ but in many instances are inveaCed 
mrith a solemn sacredness, which redeems them from 
the oblivion into which they might otherwise gradoaOy 
sinky and from the vanity which too commonly i« m-* 
scribed upon our remembrances of the past. Were 1 
to traverse my native land in its length and breadth, 
and then to launch from its shores, and cross the 
ocean which intervenes between it and the eastern and 
western hemispheres, I should find the companions of 
.those days, who shared my joys and griefs, my hopes 
and ' fears, my walks and my studies, remotely 
scattered through the widening space, over which 
the church of Christ is extoiding its spiritual empnre. 
My feet would l>e arrested at the premature g^ves of 
several, who, having just entered with glowing zeal, 
and lofty purposes, on ^ the work of ah evangelisty** 
were suddenly accosted with the summons, ''fpme 
up hither,*' and were removed to serve their divioe 
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Master in a hig^her world, and in A purer temple. 
Their silent tombs would send home to my h^art ikt 
admoni^pn qf> tlt^/It^td tnd minei sanctioned as it is 
by his application of it to himself: ^* I must work the 
HfToitkM of him that sent me, yvhile it is day; the night 
cometh, when Ho man can work/' With a few I 
should meet, who have foiled of the ftiir promise of 
their earlier years, and whose goodness was as a 
morning cloud, and as the early dew that goeth away. 
Otners I should exult to contemplate walking on 
elevated ground, guiding their flocks in the narrow 
path onf salvation, and themselves pressing forward lo 
Uiafc glory, to which they beckon and direct their 

If t 

totloVers. With two of iMs latter dass it would give 
me -unspeakable delight to review the times, and 
places, and circumstances, which recur as I transcribe 
the subjomed recollections. For they were my be- 
loved companions in walks, of which nothing is for- 
gotten but the transient fatigue that may have arisen 
from them ;. and-, should these pages meet their eye, 
, I , doubt not but they will pleasurably retrace the 
paths we trbd together in long past years, and dwell 
^ in not unprofitable fevene on the retrospect. " Happier 



- hourswan those,'' which were thus spent with them, 
Jm9^ ynrwo 






".I never expect to see in this world. Very pleasantly 
did they pass, and moved smoothly and swiftly along. 
They are sone, but have left a relish and a fragrance. 
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ConverutiQi^, suggested and varied ^f i\f,M^\f^ 
dsTersUy of otgects, which met our roviog e]F^ f^ 
eyery directioni aod called up in more ti§f^^ flKB^ 



miTi^ to d 'Fdrtfi-^House. 89 

s'lwaQtlfed iat tWMhA'^iad 6t the classic pftgi^ 

med Without effort or restraint. Our path wai nefw 

tis": 'TV^Ur^ strangers, ani! fittle 

ia^^'^lbtpaicJaiW lively fcterest with which inaft^r 

gi^'^we i^otii' re^ert^ toDie incidents of thutday. 

fi^'Mde pledstire nuSservient to usefulness, and 

Ren' stopped" to converse with the labourer as -he 

aused from his toil ; with the child as it was convey "- 

% a noon-tide meal to its father; and witftr-^MB 

\ottSLgdt as she sat at her door. We left- wkh each an 

tppropria^ tract, to enlighten, to s^dmoniiih; or to 

iomtoTt them amidst the ignorance, the thougHti^s- 

li^sr^tiid the Sorrows of their condition. ^ Thiroifgh 

:^tir^*tina^u2untedness with the direct road, we made 

k' wkfef deriation from our proper course ; and after 

hfiving passed* oyer many miles of ground^ we began. 

to despair of reaching our destination. We at length*. 

i>ea^ed dne^brow of a Terdant hill, cro^noed with *nine 

bfty and'htxiHiant elms-, and looked round if hiaply 

we might discover the dwelling which we son^t. 

k ooiumn of smoke ascending through the calm 

atmosphere proved the friendly token that our journ^ 

snd our wandering were at ai^ end. We quickly 

lescended to the sequestered vale, where stood the 

pv6Mf esqtle fl^m-honse of Mr. B % AU'the^fldwers 

of spring ^^^ere' blooming in the neat parterre thitmgh' 
iAkii we^pa^d to the. readily openedr4oor. ThQil|^: 

1.3. 
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Birangert and imexpected, we'irere <|<ii(dcly.r6lilB«^ 
fr<m etrerj uneasy fdelitig by tto open and ifbarel 
ko&j^italtty, which usually atfse&di» ettt'n recepdott 
under the roof of a respectable- fiagMrit yemtam 
Another and a superior order of fedings increased cur 
wekome« He, who while en earth often setked; to 
Bethany, and sanctified by his presence the abode of 
the iittle family whom he loved, had, unseen^ bul not 
unknown, entered here, and prepared a eoidial re- 
eeption fbr any who conld speak of hira and his salva- 
tioni Mrs. B   received us with overflowing 
kindness as the friends of her bdoved relative ; but to 
my surprise did not open a letter of which i was 'the 
Nearer. She afterwards told me that her ststei^s 
letters were too precious to be read with a divided at- 
tention. To that sister this was but partially known. 

On Mrs; B r's part, the languor of a fatal disease 

had long interrupted their correspoadenee, anditke 
real state of her mind was but imperfectly understood. 
From the time of our visit this becane better known, 
and diffused through nkany kindred, hearts a measure 
of the joy that angels feel, when the prayer of a soul, 
returning to its God^iis heard in heaven. 

Far advanced in a pulmonary jcansumption, which 
baffled all the skiUof her medioal attendants, 

Mrs. B  was wdiniag ;oa 41 sefia, :ieceivaBg the 

tender caresses of her group of four beiBiutiful 
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dttlditeoy /wJioae Tigofoiw linbe and blooming cheeks 

fomied mi affectiiigf •contrast with the palid counte- 

•aocetoid eiaaciated form of their mother. When we 

enlitfed the parlour^ one of them was tenderly preasing 

hsr'molhers hand to her heart, and lodcing move 

thajkk she spoke. Theie was a sweetness and, aim* 

'plidily 'in her , manners that immediately won o^ 

regard, before we discovered the lovelier feMnnes of 

her charsicter. These sqon,' but undbtrusiyely, aU 

tracted our notice* Once when she walked across 

the room to solicit my friend H*"— > to touch her long- 

• closed piano, she seemed like one just ready to drop 

the burden of the flesh, and to enter on the joy and 

felioity of disembodied spirits. His hand and voice 

called forth the energies of her soul, and as she sat 

and selected portions of sacred poetry for us to sing, 

' her .pains and. languor were forgotten. Two of her 

« Relatives were preseirt, and aided our little choir as we 

Tsang / 

"*" ^ '' Childirenof the heav'nly King, 
M ye jouoiey^ sweetly sing; 
Si9g your Saviour's worthy praise. 
Glorious in his works and ways. 



> '■ 



1 >l.' K 

' ;nj;! 



( » 



Ye are travelling home to God, 
In the way the father^s trod : 
Zh^.are happy, now^ and ye 
Sooa their happiness shall see. 
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Shout, ye little flook, mtA Itot, 
You 00 Jestt's throne ^baU r^: 

There your seat \» oow prep^r'^ 
There your kingdom and reward. 

IJibrdid we oftiit our own faroarile hymit, widi 
fer several years we were acenstomed to close pni 
Sunday cvenmgs at Cotteg^y.a&d.wJMokwas.tXMd|^ 
suijfaBd to tihe piesent moment. • : ^^ # 



• V. i;.« 
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When I can read .my title clear 
• To mansions in the skies ; 
: I bid farewell to every fear, *  - 

. And wipe my weeping eyes. 

Should earth against my soul engage,. ' *' 

• And hellish darts be hurl'd; - -'^ 

Then I can smile at Satan's rage^ " r -^i 

Aiud face a frowning world*. ^ ^s-^i^ 

Let cares like a wild deluge come, . *• '^ * ^ 

Atad storms of sorrow ftkll; ' » '...09h.. 

May I but safely reach my home,. < i 

My God, my heav*n, my all ! , ^ ., . ., ^^ 

There shall I bathe my weary soul* ' •' 

In seas of heavenly resti : l-c; ;-;f:j .». 

And not a wave of trouble rollv : -' v-em ut 
Across my peaceful breast* , ^ , , . , j^ ,^^ j 

Mrs . B ^^s x»)untenanee was lightddl ^^wMl j#f tol 

we sang these songs of Zion, and she sitfeilbfed- at'ti VHHk* 
to eitpreijs&e peace and delight which leigned-in Iter 
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breast. We mm Ikwt A%t vaiae, the ^ moA, the 
promises, aod fie pecMB ^f the Ssviour were preeious 
to her wool, and that these were the constant sttbjects 
of her waking thoughts, although the retiredaess of 
ker natural charaidter, anA her little intercmiae wttb 
rfUpemB peisoiiB^> ware not fiftTOuraUe to her naking 
thIMi tlie themea* of h^r dMourse. Uer's waatiiat 
f<mn of piety that shuns the gaseof oen, and is sbnie^ 
times matured in the shade before many know that 
either flower or fruit is there. Our cpnvei:i^tioo with 
her> according with the tenor of her private thoughts 
and feelm^, seemed to draw aside ths oove^ing which 
till then had much concealed the work of God in her 
soal, and from that; time she communicated with tn^ 
creasing freedom, though with not less modesty, the 
great things which^lbe Lord ha4 done >fi>i^ her. 

Drawn with her. family to attend the faithful and 
aActionate ministiy of our beloved friend and tutor, at 
H— G-*— , her^nmd was firit roused to an inquiry 

into its state by^an address from the Rev. D 

lV--~-, whicdi was the only sermon he ever delivered 
in that pulpit. She withdrew in much agitation, and 
for many days was very dejected. At home she 
lighted upon an old edition of Jeremy Ta^ylor's Holy 
l^jrii^ nt^jH Pyifg. This she read with intense eager- 
Q^fif » ^^ ^ yielded her no comfort. It rather enlarged 
an4 i^flf^madthe wound, whicH the two-edged sword 



N 
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of the Spifit bad made u»her heart. As often as her 
infant family and the distance, which was con3iderabler 
permitted, she most gladly resorted tp H ; , " " P'TTTf'' 
There she gradually obt^ained a /clearer, uoderatii^in^ 
of the way of pardoa and recqnciliation with God 
through the mediation of that Saviour^ whoflie Qftii^ 
ever after was as ointment poured forthi a|)d/sl^Q 
became warmly attached to her instructor, S^pjoye^ 
to sitat his feet that brought good tidings of gpo.^, 
and published peace and salyation. But her pastpf 
knew QOthing of the effect of his ministrations;' ^od 
often when he perhaps rode homeward with a. he.^v; 
b^art^sucb M ministers of the gospel are no 8^;ai^g|ei;3 
to, she retired gladdened by the joyful sound, 'aa4 
blessing God for enabling him to speak a seafpi^J^ 
word to her soul. , ^ ,, . r 

So naturally amiable, however, were her^ ^^xnf^^f^ 
deportment in her several relations in lif^^, ^h{^;.^^ 
change in her heart proceeded in a manner, cl|^^^(^ 
istic of the advance of that kingdom, wh^e^f ej^.lf^ 
now being made a subject. It was '' with<^ijt ^^^l(- 
vation ;^' so that even her nearest relativea knew 1k|b 
of its progress, and the prayers of one of iiev sist^^ 
were beine answered in secret. It was a fulfilment of 
that remarkably gracious pro|nise, 'Mt shall pome, to 
pass^ that before they call, I will answer ; and,^ whUe 
thej are.yet speakings \ will hear/' ^A ipost^jei^ 
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roiiragibg instance tnis to the faithful minister of 
JeJBug'/' wlio often' * goeth forth weeping, bearing; 
precious seed, knowing not which shaH prosper, this 
CFr tliat, and dejected lest all should prove alike, np" 
'pr'bauctive of joy toliiniself, of saving benefit to hi^ 
flobk, and of rfory to' God. Angels may b^iar to 
-know 'the entire result of- that unobserved but cease- 
iess mmistry which &ey are sent to exercise in. the 
^Uit«h of Christ, as ministering spirits to the heirs of 
saltation. But God perceiyes that the holiest and 
humblest of his servants on earth cannot safely be 
iilade acquainted with the full extent of the blessing 
wi^ ivhich he is crowning their labours. The know- 
leage of this would endanger their being exalted above 
ineasure. 

Thus occupied at G farm, we counted not the 

^otirk, and lingered till the lengthening -shadows re- 
minded us of O — -— , and the distance we had to walk. 

<Jhi'^Jlr;'B , the father-in-law of the interestii^ 

ti^vaftd, as he crossed the adjacent meadow on our 

i^fikj said, (and a manly tear stole down his florid 

'^t\i^i, as"* he spoke,) '' I have followed to the grav« 

^leteveral of my own diiidren, who in quiok SQCcession 

j^aver1>4en carried off by declines; and I see that it 

^wSf not ie long before I 'shill be called to follow mj 

*^ughteMn-iaw to the same tomb." This hale in- 

^ligeni ^d man survived the olgect of his t^er 
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anxieties but a few years. He gare npon his dftath* 
bed.a most decisive testimcMij that tbe ^fpel is the 
power of God to the comfort^ the support, and the 
jsalvation of every one that believeth. 

We returned by a different and nearer track, onr 
minds surcharged with conflicting emotions of pleasure 
and pain. Sitting for rest und reflection upon the 
trunk of a fallen tree. in a sequester^ meadow, we 
lifted up our hearts to him, who was wont to retire 
.apart from the crowd ;and his disciples to hold com- 
munion with his Father. 

Cold mountains and the midnight air 
Witn^ss'd the fervour of his prayer. 

« 

We implored his grace to fix upon our minds an in*- 
delible and profitable impression of the scene we had 
juBt quitted. 

Mrs. B   .■ had now for eleven months been ex-* 
tJuded from the public means of grace. Theae 
ordinary channels gf divine influence and teaching^ 
(bfiillg closed against her, she drew nearer to the 
fountain, of living waters ; imkI though she most.highlj 
estimated t(ie privileges the had Josj^ and often longed 
again to^epiter into thecojortaof tbeLord> she waa 
taught by her privation to rely less upon man, and 
otore upon God. And, truly, Ihis is both the chief 
»^nA aod benejGt . of affliction. It not. only strqps the 
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world bare, and eiqpoies the insiifficiieBcy and emptiness 
<rf its resources, but also reduces the eztemala of re* 
ligion itself, its forms and ordmances, tot their prcf)er 
level, and forces into fidi tight, and ntises to their 
due elevation and Imiportanoe, those piincipfea and 
exercises of the heart which constitute (be very life 
and soul of true seUgion. 'Humility and love, faith 
and hop<s, may harve a being and a sway in the soul, 
when health, and peace, and Joy, diffuse around their 
exhilarating beams; but it is in sanctified affliction 
that those Christian graces, like the stars and planets, 
stand out to the eye in. the fulness of their native 
lustre, when all other light is withdrawn* To be 
enabled to interrupt the groans extorted by the pangs 
of suffering humanity, by confessions of unworthiness 
and guilt, which justly merit deeper woes, and by ac- 
knowledgments of still granted mercies that out* 
number even innumerable griefs ; to love as a father 
the God who inflicts the chastisement; tohtold&st 
the oath-bound promises of the Lord with the firm re- 
solve of Job, ** Though he slay me, yet will I trust in 
him : he also shall be my salvation ;'' and to cherish 
hope in Chiist as the sure and steadfast anchor of the 
sonl, are exhibitions of Christiian virtue in its highest 
excellence, which owe their very existence, under God, 
to the occasion that calls them forth. '' We glory in 
trifaitlationk also; knowing that tribolatioii worketh 

K 
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patience; ftnd patiMioe.flKpefiettae;^ .rend^.^perience 
hdpet atid hope sHiheth-iiel otabalAedf <fafc»«if^ t^ 
IbV^bfO^i^Bh^ tbraad in .eun.lieftmil^ tl|^Hf4j 

:''^A fke foltowing Siindaj;lhe ffiMid Mtd-'m^^l^c, 
f]k)ktf 4Hom lier dittant residenee had mxio^gMp^mb^ 
Iviiy caHM^uidsat with her two faoiit8Mii|?/(le}jghtA4 
v^rii^ a(t tier advance in enKgfateaed jEr<)n$^ti<}f2^i)f 
diV%e^"tiiith» «nd io an exprnnineatal ..af^f^i^l^jWRe 
#idi ifo'^ffioaeytoqaiet diesoUcitudeiiof iE^ %ffi^(f^D^ 
consciicnce, to detach the heart from the fo^^kt^V^d 
tlie sVrdngest ^f «»rlhly ties, and to dothe d^li'ifself 
wHh*theirob^ of an angel of light* ,.. ;;, . 

'^Itttof dajs did uot elapse before we retma?4>^j9Ujr 
Btelps Io that apoty whither in ^ur dailj;.wai|^B.c,9n 
clasitfc git^ind xmr thoaghts and cooorerAatjpii c^ipti- 
nttaUy i^eveited. It was liie sabbath ; tmi w« resolved 
to attend oar friend and tutor to. Abe- 1^^041^ .of his 
pastoral MMMnrs, and to repeal our yi8il;itQr:QnT^ — 
FtMtC"' ' -' • • • !i ' :> . .,, .V iv.t-t. .jr,^, 

' Miki -anitiktg wil^the niatir cosgr^^ofv^i^ Mrr^-r- 



ifi^l^)^eoiiathiited«8!IOTi»eet4heLti|H4 ^nd^t^^f^ta 
e^iitttty^ of ithe vetoed fand tte^nn^lleredriiCfMBstii^, 
aM^kt$ilhilfg'to»arfakItful^)Wni iod uiiQf^l^ifpQfit^n 
of fb€^^cA(»s^'«ui^iRed''h7^biiiii>whom ^^Qo4f)^^ ex- 
alted irith liie f igfattiasid io be aPfince -and a Sayiour, 
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to^?iH^eiitaiiceii]iioiisii8Mil,5mid:femiMi«n qf.nm/' 
yifk diftir«^|«in«fi^MnUB'»*tf^-*«'Biltory who hAd>rec«nt]y 
aWi^edJ^ y$to:40e|>t*ijiu( -we .crossed the i^^Dveniiig 
fields at every mention bfher.rolattve. &<it(jft,tlu|s in- 
idtandi! i^'<>lh« hme' ftnmtaia sent forth bolfr ;iweet 

• 

^Idfi ^itd^Mter.'^ <She said, "*! canaoil ^t, keenly 
'I^I'fobtheribodily'iiifferitigr. of siy .dean lister. But 
%M^if (^^ithe «t90ee of her mind, my anxie^ s^^d pam 
^M§t^¥toii«h.' She iB so greatly altered.^'Phe.,work 
^tfi^li^ejft^ dene in 'a shovt timc-^The geodn^Qss^of God 



T,»'. 



^''^^^He#we> entered the sannie room .as '9BtOU9p first 

call, We met the husband, the.childkSa^vtheisZ^er, the 

%^4^f^er; but the wife-^the tnother^ was nptrtbere. 

'Her' ^decline within ten days had. been, i^apid- -But 

ttod D^tino declension In the renewed habits. 4^ t her 

'^>tit. IKstFustful of herself, and thorou^y h^^it^Jed ; 

%araa86Hl by many (enifBtatiQas, let unheUs^ y^RiPply 

repo^n^' in -steady faith and tra&qniLhefie ^^fisuthe 

covenanted grace of the Saviour, her mind's eya was> 

"imim^lif)!^ "filled ptt>^te«teity^ '*S(»whQllyan4 happily 

'Wai t^he 4ak^ u|:pii4tU tWel(igh:d»eme of faerr^alvation, 

HMt'n&t^^ 66iild b« -elietted<to (iaqiririea fesf^eo^ting 

W^^iM^idr^Ty ^M^ tnim^MP ihac'qResti^ni'bjr.^^ying, 
^WittiAVl' havti se^many m^r^ies^Godis so good to 
me!" ' She would fixedly ^aze upon her sister, and a 
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e^^s^n,hemg one ia Chfist.. ''fiie.efmm^iiif^k^^f 
«ai^tf7,l^i;t^^.eaQh other U iif>jt-i^<.|Wi|;^rM(^Col;|u;TPD 
cttdfip/^. .. I|; 10 a 9acrad xeality,. i^p lf^<HWflj 
kao^^ ii|d<Md, than acknowIedgi^A, i^, ^-^di^ 
irefipiial .nogarce of plea^ima th^ mof^t^,,r^%|fi|j(fi^ 
e:i(9Xte4«. i^ifi > in&nor onty to tbo«e i^Wfl^ 4<W^^fp»* 
*\iit)i^ cpmrnimioQ of aamts*' with, their >^th^if(94 
Re^ef^r. ,JNojae of the </ yesterdax^*' 9f^liffhJw|t 
ba^kii^f)rd , with , a wile so Aweet and. s%tii^^ffijfj^ 
ihS^ T^hic^ wec^ mwfV^ wi^ the 4nifi ^h}i»>,r" .pf 
h^a^^ unifn mutually diaclosed" ons^l.^^gii;^.^ 
9l^tfa(Qt^ ^f iDt^re^t. tp the preaeot a|a^ 4l)^ tlP^M^ 

O! days of heav'n, and niglits of eqiiaV^wiis6;'' "'-^^ 

' Serene aiid peaceflil as tliose heat'nty'dirfsi*^^ '^•>'' 

WJheirtooiibr^mwa npweMb oommuwofinvi^kt^:)^ 

£iypy thestiUpeM of MViMB^/Closerr^'^a^^o!;^ '\ ; iu,' 
DiscouTse^as if releas'd and^^jfe at feorn^^^,^^^^ j ^^ 

Of dangers past, and wonders, yet ,to come i 

And spread the sacred treasures of tlie breast 

UJ)on the'kp of coVeni^nted reWt." '* ^-^••^^'-^'» '^'^^ 

Iij ^ ei«ogf^flotj.<^ «^^ hply,^i^9V^^ i^q }pft 

thc,.^lifyms„^.(ife ,puwl^^«;* '?f^fti .W»uW?nW?WS 
of a ppc^OA of its i)]e88€^n^ssr 4ufii% 9^ir^rf^ui^,tp 
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' Itt < a si^^qti^At w«ilk^ tK>t many days' ilfterwanlsi; to 
• #* Ho^iiee df niourirfd^, w« couM not v«4t(nr6 t0 'ex- 
f>e«f itt^yitftfier tlifan a great aiid evident r^dm^tibti In 
^h^fteMe retoaihiiilg vittil powers of oat mf did fHie^&d. 
•B*»€*i^tHe 'h6pe, which generally hovers 6Ver' the 
^fi>8l^ iii'ji of consumptive persons, had fled 'fier 
^^^itjatio^j'wbeu we again entered it. Buta^)>etter 
^1^^ Vis "there — a hope ftiHof immortality— let ho^^, 
^fiich^'iaidstained the sufferbg saint as npc^ ekgle's 
%Rig^; ^d which, in the saddest moments wfaich^oi:- 
'^feSttmafiy were her's, never flagged.' ^y' Tier' inr- 
^i'otmd&ig faiiiify iMid fiiends she was no Ibliger looked 
nfibn as belonging to this world. Her snflbHngs 
^Tk^ght temind them that she was still in the fl'elsh; but 
her steady contemplation of that other state, on which 
she was shortly to enter, began to cast as it -were a 
holy radknee rouiid her fading fona. Her eye^ when 
her iips^ were nfilent, spoke s>i joy unspeakable and 
full of glory, ali;hottgh we saw nothing of that efcstacy 
and triumpli which appeair to throw the very light of-- 
heaven into the chaml>ers of some departing Christians. 
Her conversation was. truly iu heavea;^ Her entire de- 
portment became the situation wherein she stood, just 
^6ti tibb separktahg line of dmf^ andetenuty. She li^ver 
loM "sight of her ctiar^dtei''as an offender agttifist the 
laws of that Holy God, in whose presence she was 
about to be placed. This maintained m her mind a 

k3 
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reveiVQttfd f^anr* a filM awe,.|bsa :w4li; alike =dMant 
froisi thdiUfifottnded fearleftnesB of the;#elMe(MK«er, 
aadihe desponding dread of t^ alanii«d,biiltliiv»p«KH 
teo^.to^l^neftaor. Our dyiag friend was eftiWri 4o 
eofeMbhertelf in that perfect and sati8Cac|i9ry«i8rht$ia«ft^' 
nefts of jthe Mediator and surety of his peopVey.iifhicb! 
'';ia mito all, and upon all, them that beiieye*'' •:Th9^t 
'* $%r¥lt is the end of the law for ng\^QH»mm l*^/ 
oyerir one that believeth :" tbati onher behalf, h^JiMli 
ai)8iW€!ii^ all its requisitions by hiir own obedience •mA' 
endtyred iU curse to atone for her diaobedieBae,.;wa;¥' 
the consideration that delifered her from t)ie dread ^ 
condeouiationy and confiimed her inward peai^* ^o 
siingleand oahn was her repose on the giaee (^ijlm 
Hoiy Spirit, and the promises of the Saviour, andiSQ' 
a^bidiqgly did her thoughts rest where heir Ue%»W^ 
wast, that as I before hinted — 

— — Oft converse with heavenly habitants 
Began to cast a beam on th' outward shape, ' 
. The unpolluted temple of the mind, > . 

^ ^ And turn'd it by degrees into the soul's esse^^q^,. ,. 
Till all was made immortal. 

> TIlUB was. she* being lenderod meat 4br. the inheri* 
HmkibhbI thesainftt in .lights He? soul daily ^adnowed 
i)i: ptepatedness tO'^i^oy ietiaiate coannnaien liith 
iMitiid aU the martyrs^ witk AbnJiam.aBvl ail'tibe 
paHlarcbi^ with Moses, amd- sdl*tha pssphets^ wMi 
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Sl. Paul and a^ nh^' apostles, with Luke-aiMl dMIie 
sabts-, adftd/ abcKi^ all, with Jesus himself^-the Me- 
diaxbrof that new eovenant which secured her hrigbtea* 
i&g^^h^ypeSr She eyed Uie world of glorified spirits, 
tbKMighthe dim glass of Revelalioa, with eager desire 
t6 idiiigle with its inhabitants. That desire was not 
tlK^^langWid wish of the unregeoefate and ignorsmt, 
wHo'iii^her relish nor know ought of heavei^y things; 
ik^WaA.the end of her desire, in her estimatiof^, a 
lif^lkte^reflige from the wrath to come, and more de^lihle 
for the 'shelter it affords from the direst of evils, tiian 
jfbr ks rich provision of every spiritual good. 

' The n^tt tiotie I saw Mrs. 6 ^ she appeared to tie 

stClnijg' al the gate of the holy city, quietly waiting to 
h^#ai^f<,Gome in, thou blessed of the Lord." Her 
a'^Rksllcinhte- pastor esteemed it both an enjoyment and 
a privilege to tarry for hours at her side, either listen* 
ing to her uii^ffected disclosure of her feelinga> as she 
drew nearer to death and the grave, or as tb^ helper 
of her faith and joy. After that interview I suffered 
but few dayft to pass before I retraced a road, which I 
never trod bnt with pleasure and benefit. My friend 
P j ' jui';, who> is now in a £Eir distant chme^< helping 
isrwaard the chariot of salvation over iands peo|]M 
ndth them that are lost, whom, the god jo£ thia wi^U 
bslthi Minded, tuxon^ianied me; Our hearts weoeai 
cheerfui' aa Ae day was bnght, and we hastened alo&g^ 
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Cf&t path/ recaltmg* to mmd mir aliiteiit livi^g^ fHetids, 
of tfa6 memory of those whose Bojotirh opbu^'^arCh 
tmi ended; find who were become inhliliitanWdf'lEib 

dbMiog city. P , *^ the 8<>n of parenb f»d9^ 1tt€6 

tlie skies/' was emnlons of their brilKant example; ^«t»d 
panted for what was denied to his beloved IktU^i^ 
dwelling on the banks of the Ganges, #om wNnitil^ fle 
might diffuse around him the knowledge of *^.thdfif^ 
of life/' Whose waters effectually cleans^ and' itf«^^^ 
humble and' believing pilgrim. Pointing t& Hh^'ibat 
and biodest mansion of a village pastor, my'bd^eSJ^ 
said, '^'Sujh will be your abode when I an^'dti^^ht 
other side of the globe: but I would iniinlt^ pt^f^ 
for myself the meanest hut on the shores of ^eMilicl'^d 
river. May you turn many to righteoMkiess fif^EMd 
land of light, while I am directing my poor ^ffi^ttto 
reclaim and recover a few of those who haVe'reakrhed 
the farthest point of departure from God, ita - regions* 
covered with darkness that may b^ felt.**' * : '' -^ -i- 
Oh feadhing the Farm-House, we' folikd^^thcAiifill 
the afflicted saint was Kngerihgj'bat ifir^s'fi^ -dh 
the verge of glory. 'Resigned^ 'without' tln^n^^hiydt* 
neasrch^^fd), wlftttbitf ^[fftetfttidh f ili^ah^'frbrif't&e 
worlds i^itboat b^^' ^nconstfidtt^ ot the lAlfdhg^%ei&'df 
a buiband, an intkht fimWY, and maiiy vAiitlefiiitSfikiia 
relative enjoyments^ she was stnking to thb tot^b'Wlfli' 
un)^r^ived decay. One tihmg, and 6niy dn^' Udn^, 
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at this tinie.dijrti#|'^ip4,.ttif>,«erenky of her nriadi the 
miaxQid^l^ 4^pArti|rt^-fif that belored- mix^t siboia 
ivipeimtiiiF^ ^dutjiefi £offQQd away. Gladly would 9)1^ 
ha^^lDet^iBed.tJier by her aide to receive. heVfto^ 
lH!e(lt^^i jiBltl meek iJibmieeioa to- the divine v4)lsu9fi 
taifki^'iileit: binder the privation; and as ^As^i^cifi 
<$fl %ith|](t^eiiQe» who has .said to his people, ,'MK>>rl 
^Wiwi^T^^ alwa^ evea uDto the' end of tbe^ wq?)idy". 
i39im^ tbOipi^eiiMyliBg trancpinify of her nonh i m « 
;.,JitWi!?oiiipai?aliyely easy for them, whfsQ.^^ecfippii 
ii^e^>^f^9i¥^7kmdled ioto fenrei^ love, a^d never mxi- 
409^4f^fi^ on any earthly oonnexionSy eoc^ly: to qo»* 
^9^^^ati4)ieidi8inq;>tiott of every temporal relationship; 
l|Hf)l»r-i<{fie, who ^enjoys the vvermeit and tenfUrtei 
tfigf^Tf^ tf ,nieo.y;hearUi, and who is reeiprocally eua* 
c§l^l4«pithtt strongest affeqtion, to descend iajbOftbeT 
g^l^^>#i»rttf*MJW; hy any of. Iha beloved pompmoos 
<tf<|if% ai^.|Jio||e,]te,¥nter the unfeei^WAr^KiAJt?u)j) 
appalling^ to fei?))^ nfitnye*: • IV spisctade^of ane^m* 
Wte^>/Cf«WJfft>i«^v*e,^riiHe(.p.C>er. 4ayi^».!^|)l ?iwy 
t§9ap^fil^i^^^i%idf«|ti9n,tft4nalie |i^ dfi$\T^\^jfffhpii)if 
^%^9inlSiTOa>i, )ifwr/ me^:rtyi ,^J|li 4^ a(|f[ii^i^i^ 
^>l<ifedW>twM swftW/!PQTO& Fft4^Wi ,ort ^hi|t)W;C»:^ 
i^a?^j9f.iWV<eo»^ferii|g.i^g^,^ga^]^e^^ ^iWfH^-^agRricta 

the appro^ph ; qt death, ngti as, ;|n inevitable. .efil, jnit 
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as'tliedoor of admissicih tb'^^eiy ^a/'\iria«^>6* in6'a 
scene of greater glory than the warrior risking life oik 
thrf^dd'of battle. In her chaiWber 'aM \iitdadlm'6ViBry 
eiilfenial' circumstance had a direct tendency' to siug- 
ito^t Ae native horrors of the graVe, and'io'6i6xfee; 
ifr*<4he tnost direful garb, ihe king of terror A. '" iShe 
t^ kttVancing towards them with a slow and Ineadured 
ji^c^^'Whty^h gave her time to view and dwelt' ii'p^n 
^v^i^ object that could alanti and def^i'elM'hei'^miniii 
Bue in the field, where the soldiei" seeks '^ Jiloddl 
tftitfn^l^^ef to wither on his haughty brd^ i&r'tJti 
biff tinthnely grave, all ''the pomp and cifcuMst^ld^ 
«f jglbribus war,'* as it is termed, conspire tb'^iv'^ '^ 
false colouring and a delusive form to ttiiaii's''faiii 
enaMies. It is forgotten th^ the costly odbAuili^etft^ 
whldh a gtateftil country may r&ise over its^'def^tifl^; 
hides but a ^rave; and that the plaudits Hof axf^lfiU^ 
ttcmAt reach not, or, if th^y resu!^; av&il^i?6t at' Vh4 
tbroiie 6i Odd.' In most cases/td^ Valdi^ i^f ^thi^ ^k^F* 
)ri6i''2s but k specks otmeilUI itiet>rktiolJ;''^iblf Wr^ek 
IM intd i^e thiae^tbf th^ i^g%'t,'w^H6MMi',^^^a^^^^^ 
trhhoutrfeflectiiy!^'^-^^^^ '''' '' ^'^•;/"^ ^''^'^' ^"^ ^^ 
About this time a gentleman, wh6si^'V^^ious^eiA 
tiiheAts v^ete Ver^ ditfirc'nl kv6ii^''mL'&^^^%^Um^ 
ftt^rffe ttrid; Weit iip lb see lier. ' Oii' feavmg'lier 
chkAib^i'add^ Joining her husband, he wepV ^nd S^aid, 
'' Mr. B , I am now persuaded, that if any thing 
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can support in ^a^^y^^S. W^^ it is the xeligiop of. ypnr 

T^epJ^^a^^ Wd blissful character of be^; t{i{^^^( 
caoTiot^.l^/t^tteip .i))uatrated .than, by the, re|^..^^e 
m8|^€jto^ji^r siste^j .who> epming into Juer ^ooj^ W^y 
o^ mofniijip^ inquired how she had paa^e^ the4Hg^* 
t}Ml%?f^W^ iC.she said, " without sli^cip, }^pof. 
withoi^^ q^mfort. . My mind has been eng|^ge<^ .^ifi 
^w^yu^|r upon one thought, which was «nggj^§tefL% 
th^jjjfmn ypu ^indly read before you qpittj^j^ ifty s^e 
Iftft.pigJ^t.. , The thought was, that wben,i?[fy ^ilf^^d 
5o«|e;jj^^^^ the heavenly world, although ;Eft ttl^^y^ry 
^n\:fffyc^, and through all the distance I may h?iT/etP 
{^i^^{,,j»haU. be . surrounded by ten thousand jphji^eits 
ofj^ifppJ;teTab}e glory and attraction, I shall n9t,ftHf a 
«5ip|gp>^. be j^etained by tbe contemplatipn of tjhfjm., 
^Hf-P^.^ii Q^eifll^ press on till I reach the throne of. the 
X|^^ t^^i^f^ slain,. and, filing do^.at.his |^t, 
^^9^ ^^I^^M^^tVW^ *^* honour, of .^y.s^vaf^/' 
?'^iWlf-^W",?f^f*i^ **?^^ ^^^'t^\ ^"^^ declinwjp.d^ys, 

as her Maker, but also as her Redeem^r^ 'V^^^iS^^^^ 
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ckared pp^ and tlie fe o cea d i^ twi mi yuriay thf 
full stream of his light through the ehaoAiir'iriadbWy 

and on the bed of Mrs. B • Our brief C0ttV4rsa- 

tioQ was of the most afiTecting cast. All was p^ace 
within. The outward fmne scarcely retained it% im- 
^mortal tenant, who was ready to depart* At\her 
request I read the last nhie verses of tha nsvfeath 
chapter of that sublime book which termmate^ the 
volume of inspiration. She listened with all th^^lfvely 
attention of one who was already familiar wit|| die 
picture, and who was daily expecting, ta s^r^ the 
original. Nor would she allow me to le«ve,;b|i9 ^Hth- 
out first bending at her side in prayer. Whei^iCrose 
from my knees, the sun's last ray fell upott'hl^ '<toun- 
teaance, which alceady seemed to shine wMi. light 
sent down from above. She grasped my hand with a 
strength which I deemed her inci^t^ble of. exalting. 
Calmly and firmly she said, ** WeaiiAU.iigiMli ne^each 
other before the throne." 

I had no opportunity of revisiting G Farm, 

until its amiable and {nous mistress had been some 
months in heaven. The short remainder of her earthly 
pilgrimage was of the same tenor with thai part which 
I have desoribed, and which, till the end of my own 
Bcgonm upon earth, wiH afford me the sw e e t est and 
most laered recollections. 
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)S#w jm^ ikmk |i|^t<iwl|u^ glo^'d uppa the %)LJf ?. , 
. . JHMKl'»yQH«t^ 9phQ frpm the courts on high? 
^T;r^ I1foreJthl^)| solar ii^ht: a radiapt Warn 
That 'scap'd heav'n's portal— a bright stream' 
' From glory's fount: it cloth'd in living light 
'lIMe ^{A^itW iUe iMiM, ticm pure and bright 
'^ ^tf shlae the staaM that gem the qrowa pf.iug^t. 
.Disburih^'d of the flesh, she left the bed 
. QijlaAguoz and of pain: she sighM, and fled, 
<)n wings of seraphim, to life and bliss. 
That echo! Sweeter that when breezes kiss 
JEolian strings, charmiBg the ra?ish'd eaore 
OV travelers. Twas the music of the B|dieres 
Hymhing high themes of praise ; no — ^sweeter far . 
Thea when the sons of God^^ach morning star — 
.'. i Together sang, shouting for joy. The sound 
, ;,^p the mix'd song of saints and angels round 
". Th^ throne of God. " All hail! All haa!** Aey 
cry^ — 
- Itie welcome echoes o*er th' etherial sky, 
Attd retehes earth. • •« ^ ^ 
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M«. R-— — was a tradesman, wlio, by persevering 
industry and economy, amassed very considerabfe 
property. But till very late in life he remained desti- 
tute of the true riches. So neglected and uncultiva&d 
was his mind, that he had passed the common boun- 
4dry of human existence, three score years and ten, 
before he gained possession of that key of knowledge", 
the art of reading. Moved by some measure of so^ 
citude for his eternal welfare, he at that advanced '4g^ 
taught himself to read by the sud of a Common Prayer 
Book, printed in a very large type. That solicitude, 
however, was not sufficiently strong to bring him re- 
gularly to the house of God. I have observed him 
constantly attend public worship for a few weeks, and 
then T saw no more of him for as many months. Yet, 
tiiough himself not governed by religious principle, he 
always entertained a sincere respect for those whom 
heicnei^ to live under its power. He once told me, 
that he never could join in the scoffs he sometimes 
heard vented against pious persons, and that he was 
accustomed to rebuke, rather than encourage, such 
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impiety. But the infoence of hig geaoral example 
upon his family may be readily conceiyed. They ha- 
bitually stood aloof from all that bore the form and 
semblance of religion. I often sighed as I passed by 
his dwelling, viewing it as inaccessible to my pastoral 
labours. 

One Sunday I was greatly surprised by a pressing' 
request to visit Mr. R ^ , who was seized with his 
l^St sickness. I hastened to his chamber ; and when 
{ entered, he was sitting on the side of his bed un* 
dressed, and in evident perturbation of mind. . I 
begged him to be composed, and he lay down. ^' You 
come,'* said he, ''to see a wretched man who has- 
sjpent a long life in scraping together a heap of muck-^ 
a heap of money. That has had all my thoughts. I 
)iave cared about nothing else. Now I am a dyii^ 
man } and I would give ten times all that I possess if 
it was in my power to get any good for my souL O I 
i am a poor miserable wretch. What must I do 2*^ 
Again I entreated him to be calm. I commented on 
what he had told me, the truth of which I too wetf 
knew, endeavouring to probe the wound to the bottom, 
to see whether it had reached the heart. His tears 
flowed abundantly as I spoke, and he listened with aH 
the intentness of a man who felt himself perishing, and 
was eager for deliverance. I then directed his a^ 
tention to the cross, and to him who hung ujKmit».as. 
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^* able to tare to the uttermost all wbo^me ttnlio Odd 
by him;^* — even at the uttermost verge ti a life^spieiift 
in the uttermost hiiquhy, if repentance dvertakefer and 
arrests the sinner before he passes the filed gtilpli^ 
which separates life fyom death, heaven from hell, and 
hope from despair. Having, at his request, knell^'by'bi* 
side, and presented at the throne of grace p^tiotts'^lbr 
mercy and grace to help in his time of urgent iieedj 
which he fervently repeated after me, with an aiectingf 
earnestness of manner, I commended him to the cOM^' 
passion of that Saviour who heard and saved^^the 
penitent malefactor ,^ and withdrew. He lingered foi! 
gome weeks, and expired a few days after I quitt^ the 
town. I have, therefore, no knowledge of the circtftt^ 
stances which attended his final hours. 

In the frequent visits I paid him, I was gratified at 
finding that he daily advanced in scriptural wisdonri 
His convictions of his own depravity, and of the evil <9f 
liis worse than wasted life^ were expressed m languagi^ 
that exceeded in strength and abasem^a!, any I ^er 
heard ft-om the lips of a repenting shtmer, His^abhov-^ 
rence of the sin of covetousness, whkh had' ensnared' 
his soul, his dread of going into the presence of'God* 
unpardoned, and his desire to make the best use of hh 
few remaining days, were such as I have- seldom or 
never before witnessed. It gave me gi^eat del%ht to 
discover how strong a hold various parta of our adaaik 



tf^.LM^i|ry^jia4!(ftk^ji of hui miad. He frequently 

iilti^\l¥v$d|i 6i<^§iV^ ^araraadon with »« or iik oeoft« 
4ifflia4'<^MimUtiQa4»^p«M^g^9 ^trikiagly «|^opriate to 
|^tO^Dl}^^r9^0|l|er ao4 ^situation.. < He often- repeated 
frilll.flN^Qii'ithpeie apimated and pathetic 8enteiioaa# 
'iiP/i<at9^v(0f CKmI that takest away the' sins of dve 
«<|rU^;'))iaiie i»efcy upon me I O Chrkt heftt rm^l 
{JMi^hm^ mercy- npon me I Christ have meiH^ m^^m 
i^j'^dfiovd^ have mercy upon meT If he joiAedJ99« 
vM)3i9dfe)ardQnr in any prayera than otheca-tha^ I 
^ifr^ 4n bia .chamber, they were thote which J puirn 
l^Mllyrbfjwglitin from Tanous parts of emr liluifii^ai 
%tfy|mk4i The ie i^peared the true echo of his leelf. 
ui0lK}TiSy.''degiees he ac(}tttred confidenoe in Qod's 
numerous promises to the leturniag transgressor* He 
<Wl)Ailll9C!)f^ttpoii the mercy of God in Christy re- 
n^MHt^ing avery other plea, and never urging any. 
#Ml¥Mili|rf(fip9}ogiea for his «ins. One momiag he 
9Sii^i^sMn^tk h%ia been much awake dosing the 
i«i^J ^ wiskMJl^9g»M' . I besought the l4»rd |q 
sb^ds^#imei9keia ^ im^mercj, thai; I may notdiej 
^IbfiMtr^ c{M»foiildbla l^«|»e:of iM^ven* It pleased him - 
t^«Outcd9ffA4nt§ 9)|jr mtl a^sense ofjpeacaaodcon- 
s$te<id%^tP)^cbib^e^ I:^aa.^U»geth6r a i^rftnger^ > 
Iilei»ioj9l»<{to»ble i^i4dMioe.4bat.tbe Lord i lias ac« 
c§ft^A<m^ ao4 {Afi^nAd aUimy »niqiiitie», ^ I can now . 
d^iMMid iippa Jiki gcfkeiomvpri^mip^Si and if lAiiimfSi- 

l3 



114 The Penitent. 

t6 Ihre, it is that I may serve hhn, and teau^h my ^Mfitl^ 
to do the same." 

From this time his mind became more tnmqnil -«nd ' 
cheeved by the hope of pardon and salvation. If nt 
any time he wept, his tears flowed from another caaaoj 
They were tears of mingled penitence and gratilttdii*-' 
Whenever I entered his chamber, the old nan recehwi 
ike' with an affectionate warmth, which was a9 atfec^a 
mgly pleasing as bis previous spiritual alarm iwaa 
diMteftsing. With many tears he would hold (Mrt^hif 
hand and graap mine, saying, in a manner truly toiMlH 
ing and overcoming, <^€ome near, come near, -tkiHi 
blessed man. You ha^e been the means of scM^ing toff 
sbal. I can never love you and thank you eno«igb#^ 
In this frame of mind 'he oontiniied till the last^lMMfh 
View i had >vith him, which was not many dayA^lnrfbre 
he-died.'- ^-:-'  ' ■' • ' '«^'^J' r 

^ He had >form6rly lived Oh very nnfi^endly t^iitos With 
'many avevnbei^ of his (kmily . The inflneilcfe of rieli- 
gions pl^ndplef quickly- 'maftifefttM^uelf In'^lie Miltbm- 
tibnit)^ hld'ddjportme'iM^ltdtv^rdti ^ab. > tie bk«d' vk- 
•>«>ified th& wh6le df'tbism ^it di^ tog^th^/'iii Ibis k^^^- 
3b^r; flLndthcff^'ekhort^di^H&m^'lb ^it^rWhdrthottywith 
I ^aeh^<yBhet, tb sttteiid'lMy tli^' ebnoerns^ofiheir soals, 
^ anfd to^fHqwent^th^ hotifilte Of>Ood<« • " >» » ^t • 
^ 'J ttitimt confess that 'I «pp/oach tke gi^aler dumber 
. *^flkik« b^^ with a heavy heaH. Languor «t«d ^disease 
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oft€«^KX/0¥erpo9rer the soul, as to leave it little even 
of natural power to ^ve heed to instruction. Here 
tbote baxKin religious notions, which in the days of 
health brou^t no glory to God, bring as little comfort 
and support to their possessor. They betray their ki- 
effimeocy, their unsoundness^ and their comfortless-* 
• ^-Sometimes, indeed, the more awful truths of 
4:ome with such power into an awakened 
eowscience, that confessions of aggravated guilt, de« 
pf^Q»tioDii of merited wrath, entreaties for paxdoning 
ntofcy, and promises of amendment, if life is pro* 
longed, are drawn from the lips. A minister, trembling 
^ith anxiety for the condition of a soul apparently just 
tibovt to enter eternity^ gladly seizes hold of every 
pn^mising appearance. He indulges that charity which 
f < hopeth all things,^ though he dares not yield to that 
spurious charity, which, from false tenderness, would 
i^low the dying to perish in self-deception rather than 
.cnsala % salutary alarm. But when life is lengthened 
outvj^o^if «eldQpi.,how very seldom, are his hopes con- 
firmed ^ ,With*hf)f^th^ the love and power of sinre- 
tura; the woild regains its ascendancy; and Satan 
re-estaUiahes his lately tottering dominion over the 
heart. . The face of death, and the throne of judgment 
are forgotten; and, in many instances, respited Ufe is 
the more abused. ** When the unclean spirit is gone 
out.of ^ man, he walketh through dry places, seeking 
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re4; imd finding" none be »aUh, I wjljl^tii^ ^V^i^Vr: 
hou^e ;^\ience I came out. And when he .cpn^f^i^ji^^ 
filfdeth^t swept and gamished. T|)eq,g()i^4i%#iHi 
ti^eth to him Mven other spiriu more ifif Itf^Jji^ 
hi^u|^£; and thejr enter in and dw^l th^.;,{fui4^) 
lafl; ptate^of that man is jrorse than the. ^ff^^ \j^MINh 
ovn-^ministrj I nerer yet haye met with •<^d|gjfiT^^ 
instance of the durability of a repentance ^^Qti^^i^t 
the gates of death and hell, when the sinner has been 
restored^ I make these remarks^ not by-way of 
limiting the Holy One of Israel, for with him dl^lOynga 
are possible; but to obrilate objections m^Uch ^tday bd 
mjide by some against narratives of this descriiaionf 
and to preyent others from deducing, from. |heae,^i;|Col- 

leetions p£ Mr^ R » nny conolufioiis liiycmilte to 

the presumptktt and procrMtinalian of tbe car«ftltiiind« 
It is not for' me to determine whether or not'fai/reli* 
gious^inipressions would have proved, of itn ^biding 
character had his days been prolonged. To me, in* 
deed, those impressions aj^peared so deep^ and, he 
brought forth so many fruits meet for,r^pentanG^,,^at . 

I can entertain no doubt but that he. who willeth'not 

-> -.i; '.. ^ .' ' ^ ^' '■^ n . ']U'>'^ . 

the death of a sinner, but rather that ha. should turn, 
from his wickedness and live. ;accepted in him, the 
worl^ of his own Spirit, pardoned the aged a^^ ^T^9 
man's remaining defects, and admitt^ him to hiy 
kingdom pn the same grounds pf gratu^tq^ fP^^y ^ 



^ 
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hi'i^Vefd' die crucified malefactor. The presnmpticm 
of SiHiicli many are guilty in persevering in acknow- 
ledged error against light and knowledge, and the 
hypocrisy of some when under spiritual alarm, is not 
to bar the door of mercy against the true penitent, 
wtterever and whenever his repentance .takes its rise 
on tMs side of that grave, beyond which there is 
bO' repentance. For 



if the wanderer his mistake discern. 



. ^ Judge his own ways and sigh for a return ; 

Bewildered once, must he bewail his loss 

For ever and for ever ? No — the cross ! 

Tbere, and there only, (though the deist rave, 
' ' And atheist, if earth bear so base a slave;) 

Hiere, and there only, is the power to save. 
... There no delusive hope invites despair; 

No mockery meets you, no deception there. 

The spells and charms, that blinded you before, 

All vanish there, and fascinate no more. 

This memorial of one of their own class, speaks' 
loudly to men of business. You are necessarily much 
occupied in the duties of your calling. But those 
duties, like all other things of an earthly nature, as 
objects viewed through a mist, may be enlarged in 
your sight far beyond their true magnitude. You 
may, you often do, toil on for three parts of a century, 
and yet acquire no adequate recompense for your 
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labour. Yet, amidst Uie flactuations and uncettam-** 
ties of mercantile pursuitgy success may attend Jf^ 
plans and toils. You may amass property. You mjfty 
become rich. . But you may not in this world have 
your eyes opened to discern the intrinsic valu?, Iq 
yourselves^ which attaches to accumulated w^a)t^. . 
When abused to the enti^ occupation of' the bQarl . 
and life, it is stigmatized by the divine penman .a$r. 
" filthy lucre/' In my dying parishioner's eyes, 
purged as his sight was from the films which had 
hitherto beclouded it, wealth, unimproved to the glory 
of God and the good of man, seemed but '^ a heap of 
mnck.'^ The man who is greedy of filthy lucre fpr its % 
own sake, or for the temporal pleasures and boROurs 
it can purchase, drowns himself in a foantain which,, 
ought to water all around him. That is no mean 
passage in Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progress, which repre- 
sents the Interpreter taking Christiana and her com- 
panions *' into a room, where was a man that could 
look no way but downwards, with a muck->rake.in his 
band; there stood also one over his head with a 
celestial crown in his hand, and proffered him that 
crown for his muck-rake; but the man did neither 
look up nor regard, but raked to himself the atraws, 
the small sticks, and dust of the floor.*' Then said 
Christiana, *' I persuade myself that I know somewhat 
the m^a^ng of this : for this is the figure of a man ia 
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this world; is it not, good sir?" ''Thou hast said 
right/' said he, '' and his muck-rake doth shew his 
carnal mind. And whereas thou seest him rather give 
heed to rake up straws and sticks, and the dust of 
^the floor, than to do what he says, who calls to him 
fifOm above, with the celestial crown in his hand ; it is 
to shew, that heaven is but as a fable with some, and 
that things here are counted the only things sub- 
stantial. Now, whereas it was also shewed thee, that 
the inan could look no way but downwards ; it is to 
let thee know that earthly things, when they are with 
power upon men*s minds, quite carry their hearts away 
from God." Then said Christiana, " Oh ! deliver me 
from this muck-rake." *' That prayer," said the Inter- 
preter, " has lain by till it is almost rusty, Give me 
not riches, Prav. xxx. 8. It is scarce the prayer of 
one in ten thousand. Straws, and sticks, and dust 
with most, are the great things now looked after.** 
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,, THE RASH VOW. 

L / BtIiby well autheDticated instance of judrment, 

'ifi^HoWmg close upon the footsteps of daring offenders 

r'AgfiMi the laws of heaTen, is aTaluable,.thougha& 

. ji^fiil e/vidence of God's immediate superintendance 

of human actions^ and goes to establish the doctrine 

of a particular proYidence. The occasioiial and pal* 

pable supernatural interference of God, which man* 

kind are called to witness, more impressrrelj demon- 

. stratesy that, doubtless, ^* there is a God that juc^th 

. the earth,*' than if retribution umrersallg and.iB- 

5tant«neously overtook transgressors. Under the €X- 

isting dispensatioB of this world's affairs, the Lord 

displays the high perfections of his character in lovely 

V harmony. Propitiated by the offering of his Son, 

while '' justice and judgment are the habitation of bis 

,tiiioiie» menrey and. truth gp before his face."* He does 

^ ]|0( the. less intei»tly observe his ofknUnj^ qreatnret, 

:>B(»r the. less abhor their iniquities^. ^Q^^^. ^'^ pities 

« ^aod forbears ta crush vthem by .the t)ra|>derbcJts of his 

^ mwthv Tbagener^ tenor cf bis,.wtya appeals to the 

hopes and fearsy to the,«hearts and conscienoes of meiu 
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** Detptsest thou the riches of his goodoMS and for- 
bearaace and long-suffering; not knowii^ that the 
goodness of Gpd leadeth thee to repentance? fiut^ 
aflter thy hardness and impenitent heart, treasureti up 
unto thyself wrath against the day of wrath and re* 
velation of the righteous judgment of God ; who will 
render to every man according to his deeds/' But 
* the Lord has given to the world many redord^d, and 

more unrecorded illustratibns of his word, ** My Spirit 

OJS un '''^ 1 ' '1 ' *' ' ' - <• 
anall'hbt always strive with man.'* Now and tbasn'-h^ 

po'meth out of his place, and fearfully mokeii ttttQitm 

nis'^jpower, his justice, and his holy indignati<Air • ^^ ' 

"'^^ ^en'Y' filtered on dy charge at C-^ — ^, iay:cx- 

cellen^'predecessor one ''evening conducted me round 

to several cottages, occupied by persons or famines m 

whoii'iie felt an extraordinary interest. Among 4iiese, 

"'' Maiy ift-^^Vsis one. She was a womai^ In yeieirs; 

"^^ and wTaen'we entered her lowly dwellitag, was sitting 

in a corner of hk spacious chimney hearth'. ' We con* 

verseii 'wifli' liir) and received from her owii.%18 a 

Qonnrmaticfh of the circumstances which k BOr mbout 

^^ tp dfeia^,'* and''cohcei*ning which 1 dlteni. ^ftertwrds 

* made mor^'^i^W^ liiquiries; ^'iw had beefP^bus- 

'^^^medl t6'^'¥a2fe foir 'a neigtbduffergf fsriiaer^ 'hOd^^ on 

^ one occasion, tfomfetmng being m&sed, me'Wlu^^eg- 

^''* tionea al^out^'^it, without any depress tftispld^^ her 

hqiiesty, ' She'wuSy liowever, no h%hly offisdded at 
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the bare mentioa of the thmg to her, that ciihe bi^ 
into a passion, and exclaimed^ "If I evei:3y?i8b,be£e^ 
a^in, I wish my arm may rot." For a length of /time 
she maintained her resolution, supported as it ^as by 
obstinacy on the one hand^ and by her vow OQ.Ah^ 
other. At last, urged by the solicitations o^^l^ 

mistiness, she yielded, and one morning, re^m}i^R4rrl¥ll 

fn^loym^it. While in the act of washings a jg^an|^l^ 

of ^lood^gushed from her arm. She bound J^ip§ia^ 

expected it would hestl ; but it 'ne\)eT dosed,. Ajdi%c^9(sf^ 

lyhich to the eye had every appearance of ,p^ffect 

rottenness, settled in the limb, and defied every pie^v^ 

<efibrt to effect a cure. Her frame, also, wasted ^%]S$ 

Her illness was lingering, and gave me frequent ppf^q 

tunities of being with her. Her visage, her WQ^S^H 

arm, and 'her whole demeanour, gave pain to a^^ 

hpMer. She always welcomed me to her hum^ 

Kbode, and was at all times desirous fof a)^ jto^ pir^y 

with her. She f(^lt,.and often acknoTi^e^gi^ tl\a^.b<$f, 

complaint was the result of ** those wicked words,** 

which she had -passionately uttered, and in tier poor, 

simple way, implored pardon. She would siuk down 

upon her knees when alone, and seek the remission of 

her guilt. But heriOate fif miad^ver appeared to me 

to be little short of despair. / never saw her smile. 

A melancholy, *bordering-upon wildness, settled in her 

XQuntenance, and every feature seemed to say, -"Have 
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p{6;^'\ij[k!!& me, hare pity upon me, O ye, my friends, 
f^M Mai 6f God hath touched me. The arrows o^ 
^% Almighty are withm me ; the poison thereof drink- 
<&th >lp my spirit : the terrors of God do set themselves 
dK^^urraty against me/' If ever hope and peace in their 
BoN^eaft degree visited her soul, as the fruits of a 
#^inbR)ig: fkith in the Son of God, it was more than 1 
^ibi-'permittedto witness. She died; and I precedied 
tteV to'hit grave m. solemn sadness at the recollection. 
«f%e^ gloomy history.- 

^^^Siere is in man a singular* propensity to form ras(r 
4^s„ and declarations like that of this woman are 
tdb ibequendy made to cover a. lie. No evidence ap- 
p^Stftad that her declaration was for this purpose, but 
iS^%^ made in a passion, and afterwards undeniably 
bought down upon her the severe and heavy displea- 
irctr^ of God. Jepfatha's rash vow was awfully marked 
iritih the divine disapprobation in its disastrous conse- 
qu^en^ev, and stands as* a. warning beacon. 
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'ASi^^^k'^i^bidm, plainly indicating "the' 'Ut^- 
'f(k^^^vhili6t'Gtid''tti tHe tnttantaneou« jtainilAnlAl 
^?'iltf;'6ciiUyd'u»ider the obBetvitiOta-ol* iieiiik^ 
^Ha.tik'bf'iai 6^n,' yfhb, after haVin^ hfa ^VH 
"^i YalMttibUk diBtrWg* tif the pastordl office lefl tii^^ 
ii> tovetfrW'^gooa' dd' age ftJllow*d fflim^to felbtf. 
Itirn^ ifi^'^Ai^ tif th6' kingdom remote fk>ni l&>6M 
UiiiMfe.WeA^ieHlf'Ubfped Ms borite tonfoUde^ttf^ 
tdn^flr t^<ittc^'6ra talktifridg man, who wisvkH^i 
ir^(icaAy%^^«^d d^wn' the hi^' rotid; -wfidgin^lfi^ 
katfd's iitid wt^^n^ abondantly. Mimy petiro^s'W^ 
^azit/]^ at Hitti;' and (hey informed' my relktiVe^'tteV, 
bii M'pKc^diii'g day; the man, exasperktieiibij^isotn^i 
tHai^'i:^ti8«; bdiit btit iitto a' AT of -tiiB iUoif ^Ifil^ 
luuil'^{2^^tih^ blsisphemy, sWearing in a' tnanifa: ^tltiiiK 
etc'^kdivl'sA ihey had e^er heard, "aha 4hWih6£l^ 
eveii'<!li'o's^S^b themselves trere nol: bV^ s^ni^fili'^ 
4Wt' t!h'^^ jiie of l!haf lan^Wge whn% 'd^Vtv^' ik Hfi^a 
ftbii»''aie1)6ttbtalra«f"t«t.""ih tfife '•mHsf W'«»fcl"lrfj 
^'eedh' et^ddeiAy' ^tdppedl "Again he' tr^cl fo^i^^t'} 
Ut tiJs^:vbii^ Was gon^; 'h'or Kad'ft'sbide^iid^i^dJ 
My rdftftiVe- Vent -towards (h4 m&,'in(itli^ 'jPllfb' 
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account was correct, and was answered in the 
affirmative only by signs, the significatkm of whidi no 
one could nusconstnie;. He requaaled the maa tQ 
lead the way to his house, which he did, and tlnBre a 
large llunily, consisting of his wife aad several 
c^l^ildren, were in tears. They confirmed the repoft of 
|h^ neifhbours, and were beyond measure afflicted at 
ll^e. jttd|g;ment which had overtaken the hushand.and 
fff^u, Mj relative addressed them in kindi .bj^t 
s())ei][i9. terms on the enormity of the offence, ^^^9^ 
l^^lfbiifB pi'ovoked the Almighty. He labourc^d t^p ^ 
^Ijraken in them all, and especially in the man, a sensf 
^^.th^ir^uik in living, as various circumstances too 
fi^^gix>ved that they did live, widiout the fear of 
^pd«^ I^e persuaded the weeping family to kneel 
^"ijrn^around him,  while in their names he confessed 
hi^i^re.^God the justice of thi^ fearful visitation^ and ia- 
t^cf^^ for the pardon and relief of the blasphemer^ 
(^^]cj^i^g.fifpm hie knees, he e^orted the VM,n V> )>ft 
})P{jbj^ ^^t incessantly to God, for the forgiveness of 
^^Lj^gpuraitf;^ gnilt in. having, been an ha^t^al bl9^- 
pj^^fljer^^dj for the, restoration of. his speepbii^t^sti.- 
fnckfi{^^jl^,fi>rgii^eBtesa» He also oharged km* if ij 
l^ulj^^gp^Msc^ G^ tp. afford him wUef, ijQs^atly. t$^ 
laj^vyyp<^ hill kii^s» Gonfessiiiig his sin, andpTaiili^ 
t^f;^,(jlf;ifi|^.cqmpas^on. On the follpwiug jl^y h? Xfi^i 
lofp^ j^g; thei sa^e rpad, and on appropf^hi^ ti^ 

m3 
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▼iUagf^ WM met by a littfe girb fibPt willi: a ^liiliiir 
emiit^|i»iM^». diMslaimed— " Q.wr, ftuh^r cun >99fMtk 
afj^D... Pirny Qoiiie an4 seis him/* He iBadiily cooipli^ 
ifi^l^etiayitalioii, and proceeded towarde ikf^ e^ti^. 
ioi.^leat aitoaMnnent That astomshirifiiit ii9ai9i%iml; 
diivii^iphedf when, on entering, he wai wdcoiadd' bf I 
the. man, and received from his loosened tdogiii^'^i)' 
^^\oYfms aopount. His mind, impressed and alami^d 
fa|y>tik kMS of his speech, and still further M)i14? 
rtt9sina(«jOa.his goiUiness by the words of Uaiiiilw 
losoyfJi^iQlllmctQry had been inconceivably agitated laid} 
rcistletiB. The night came, but it brought him no jreri 
pQse^. He spent it in weeping and in silent aspiraAiimsij 
ffi^ n^ercy at the hands of that Being, whom he hAd/soc; 
oiiepded and insulted. He lay tossing to and fi!KJa<i 
the JUlBMWt distress, or humbling himself before: itJ^i 
divine miyesty in self abhorrence* While thns passingi' 
the hours of the night, and often involuntarily anclin«* 
effectmUy making an effort to exercise hialosliiaculiy^ 
he suddenly found it restored* His tongue' («m' 
loQsened«r He instantly sprang out of hti^ and fattinl^' 
proflrafle >eii the floor, aniployed his forfeited butnawri 
restored 'fMuky. in a manter in which it never hdo^^c 
kad")Mm« itxerdtsed. HttmiliattofD koA ipta^v' >Bi^ 
reproach and adoring gratitude, gave him freedlm^ of . 
specdi^' and he was twh in a tamper of mimiwiiidh 
riilir vpvomiie <d futavei reneMi ef ^lifeja j|^i ' 
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t^^^ ftVi^iim 4td Botlet #Iip die oppottlthiitj^'or 
p6*«4lig %to lii^ ear- important ftdnKmitioif and 'iri^-^ 
slt^btidUr :'A^ia4ie gat)iered the family arouiid'hihi^^ 
^tttid lid 4^m in presentiiSgp an ofifering df gfraUJFbF 
pvals^'^T-mehiy so extmcfrdtnary tad «o uhm^tfedV 
1f^ l^^hdfn, aibd boon going to a distiint pM^of the 

r 

kitl^(kim)i«awlliemno more. \.:v.n'r 

i^)Wi4te^tttKenticity of this narrative I have not the 
f^ibAfih 0^41 doubt^ beicaase I received it frotii lip« oltt 
wtalebtrutli iftvariably sat How consptcuou&ljr'^fi^ 
rims lit- Ch^ vi^w we obtain of the long'^'Snfibrnlg ^ 
God,o«rhea we contemplate him^ not only forbeari^'ld 
transfix and plunge into hell the millions who daily 
provtoke his wrath by blasphemies, which Jpefhaps are 
seai^dy exceeded in the regions of lost spirits, biit' 
im^rting to them a liberal portion of the bounties of 
h||iilian4, aad extending over them the preserving care 
of his ' providence. The vice of swearingi appearing as 
it dbes among: all the tribes of men, from the, polished 
£iSBep€9Kn| wiio frequents the temple of thati Deity, - 
m^nblie'.insblts and detiesy tp the barbarous inha*' 
biCflDtiofi earth's remotest isles,. who alternately >^r^t 
shq^:and/ abuses. an. idol of hia^own workmaoshlpptisf -a- 
nilbart sjnguiar and terrific fieaiture in the charoict^riof ^ 
dor ^dha'face;' ^i ^ 

ilKii'^eiilevriiLiBPhainitation of a^wise, liberal^ aodinn' 
di^^t^kihevy ittd^see avo«lid me in eveqy apMmanl i 
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(tHi moitbountifal provnion m«;4e for. the tr^ftimpfpjji? 
tioQi stutenaQce, and haj^pineis of his faiqily,; f{ 
^^atundly expect to obserre in the conduct of. h^ 
chiUren every indication of Teneration, love^ P^^^^^4f^ 
and obedience. My ear listens to their ^jonnyiiiijgf^y 
tioMS with.eadi other to be regaled by ^xpreasijDniKffjr 
filial respect, and tender afiectioD. My eye f^jsf^f^ 
their countenances to catch the kindling glp^iig^ 
ardi^nt love, and looks for the most proaqn^^^^a))^ 
cheeiful comj^iance with the known wishes of ibf^3P 
parent. How painful is my surprise if I jamsMtt if^ 
the very reverse of this picture I I think ^ >^ ^ I - 

How sharper than a serpenCs tooth it is ^ '^' 
To have a thankless child, ..'^^r^n^ 

when I mark the sullen silence, the rude replyi 4)^ 
pitiM excuse, or the absolute refusal, with whi^lufUg 
commands are received ; and the murmuring 4isfK^ 
teot| the base ingratitude, or the totals msensUiIity^ 
with which his bounties are enjoyed : wheq^ I bfis^^i^ 
kipd/inentioo of bis name and goodness (jd^r^V^.his 
abff nqe^; and when they manifest no; corifial re|pfsG|^ 
mi4 perhaps not the barencousciousness of his fuesM^c^ 
But. I. recrossf jtbe^ threshold; with disniay and hoxT^^ 
li, in.^fldition to this, iny eara ace stuna/ed tg^ .#u<I9A^ 
qnprecs^^iis^ and by the use of their bA^ei^vm:^ 'u^ 
Cjoonec^pp, widi every thmg that is oos^ii^tfiquSy^in^ 



S^'^iilimhmer. Hi 



S€i!)!M|'7' kfitf Miaspliemdirs.'- T^ tall, and mote 4hW 
biisV'l-'e&ndotbtitT^tiiess and am coitipellM to h^ai^ 
M'Wy Wtdks among the children of that nfii^erM 
fiW«i%V <^f which God is the dmntpOtent Fatther. Vf\^ 
tMi-^iist difidirlniitradOtt and forcfilght'; With* 'iw%« 
iiraftf6tM6 C6n6id6titidrt aiid Vefard'; i^ith'whafitiri- 
Bd^iHM¥^d varied' llh^mlitf has he framed ana ^^ 
Ifi^^a^^ilhe spa^itmr ixalAt^ h& hats pUb^a 

^mJHffinrc^ h(lr dependetit o^^Ving"!' Vittndto^lf 
Si^ ^89bm \lnhOti<^ea ; not only ilT that bdiintiftil^ 
f^/Wtt*^^ h«f op^neOt hifa hand, and filleUl ^ 
things livmg w^'|)l4nteotiiin^li, tegrateft/fly efojoyefd,^ 

or prodi^ljr abu8^4,^ not only iji his love reqnited by 
hatred, or, at least, by forgetfoUiess, but I cannot pasi^ 
through a village, nor scarcely take my seat in a dio- 
iiibtiift' ^l^; ^htr6 F ate* not dialled and hc/M^ 
iVfttdk^ «Hhier by IK^ I^ttf ynfh vMtsh the nanie 6f thif 
bWdUs ntehtkyh^d; igveii by the moral' and deco^m^, o# 
by^i^'prdfaneness and blasphemy which att^nd^Mf 

^'^^^t'^ttvUf^ikm kt hand'td< emetfoat^ In 6Bl^m 
tM^^ 6oMi(kitt6d throirg^h Iiltl& of tf6i t^mpfatfoh, m9 
M^^^idgdh^i^d 'by^ no gratificatroDt. AvtfHig ah^ 
nm^ ^W- tihcHMf iapoldgi«s iday be li^ttH mt6tr, 4hoB4 
^m^'bh llAs'pohit'fb ^C^r td shelti^r itsdf ahder>ttnf 
<!d\'^iy tKey at^ Mffthbtlt ttie sefaibldn<^ of{ila^d7Hty 
tO-W^M"*rsti^t^d^ M* w^ir r^gnfoted imiM:-tli^ 
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strike with deeper horror the devout Christian; and'at 
the judgment-seat of Christ they will ag^vate rather 
than lessen the weight of the final condemnatory sen- 
tence. ''' A son honouretfa hift father, and a servant 
his master: if then I be a father, where is my honour? 
U r b^ a master, where is my fear, saith th^ IjAq. of 
HdstSy Hni0 you that despise my name, And'ye sayv 
Whetiein have we despised tby name?" TUs eicuii^ 
of ignorance, or habits or non-intention, is Che'fl^^^y 
i^ogy of all transgpressors of the third cotnmai^d- 
m^ti from the decent fbrmalist, who in common iioi^ 
yersation deems it either emphatically expfe(^8iv4 ^3Jf 
aiConishment, or even ornamental, or a meire trifle, to 
excilcdm again and again, ^' Good God!** while He nas 
nocdiought or care of God or his goodtfess, d6%n ^ 
die man of oaths, who passes not a waking hour wi^- 
ottt incurring the g^lt of blasphemy. There is, howNi 
ever, an object, which, if seen in all its solemn light, 
will strike dumb the tongue of blasphemy, ietnd then 
unfoose its strings in praise and prayer. There is a 
streasn which can wash out even the feui stain cois^' 
tnusted by this oSsbm vice. Diat 6t:ject ikAi Saviotii^^ 
krtstx^hed'tqpicm the cir68« in terrific agony, to ^prbvTcfe 
M atonement for lihtman gdlt. That Mi^atik^'i^ liis^ 
wMt |»«ci6u^ blood. Swearerl Ibtfk,' and' (eiirn^ 4<cl^ 
bUi^lftiei^^ Ho ttkbrfe.' ^Ob, waih; aiidbe ddlnl ' Bitti 
Uike heed, kg»t jfofildeiB^be and |ienfth. 
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" HEVENGE. 

^ "^^^t Gospel Is ** ihB power of God to the salvatioioi 
of ,§vi^ry ope that believeth.** This fully compenaateH 
|pr th^ p^^ral imbecility of those to whom it h.^f^ 
trusted J}y., its divine author, and flatisfactorily |iQ«:) 

Villi*, ;»'' '" 

cQi^its for the effects which ai^e expected ficomj, tftttd 
produced by, its faithful administration. So ys^t« 'mr 
^^edj^is the disproportion between these resuUs^and 
the human powers which are exerted in effecting lbem» 
that not unfrequently the world transfer^ or rather 
extend, their contempt from the humble ag^itB to'flieir 
hieh^ commission. But the record and the fa^ot will 
ever confound the calculations of this world's wi$donH 
that ''it pleases God, <l^ the foolishness of preachi^g*^ 
to s^vethem that believe^*' It must be evident to a der 
vout^and-rdlecting mind, that Che feebleness oC .tbo. 
agency ^beiie]^ the Gospel is,brou|^ttab^^ 
cojj^f jl^^^^t^hefurts, and the ^ondnet^of ^p^^j^Qnuii 
4^ipoi}str^tea!,aA4 ^onours the m^^oflhatiu^fan^l^ 
which acponmlishiwr th^ wofk. l^s , ^recUy ,t«^^ 1» 
hnn^Ue the man .whom his heavenly master ta^ j^n^, 
plqy in (he effectual application of t)ie truth -to H^^. 
^ouls of bisfeUow «hme|^^ For when he contm^platfiS! 
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(tiat*^ dispensation of mercy, V6}^ ^efedsyP odiirt 
ID gloiy, in connectioh with UU liii'pbt^ht aiid ^fiMmS^ 
cessfiil administration of it; wUlii he is eliileil^irtA 
joyful g^titude at perceirmg ''theheatts'of^tlSb Mt^ 
obedient turned to the wisdom of the jfMf^^WfUik 
abased by the consideration of his own indbiiipfiitMicj 
to the production of consequences which mil bri'M^ 
eternity. ^ ' ^* ''"^ 

Too often, indeed, vanity, self-confidenc^, iti^ sdCf* 
approval, find their way into the pulpit, andttU^IM 
' goodly purposes of the Christian minister. In'Midk 
hours the most elaborate and eloquent discourses are 
likely to fall inefficiently on the ears of aa audiencie. 
At other seasons the Christian pastor, with a duU'tiiA 
joyless heart, delivers his message. He snmmelii^tll 
his affections and his abilities to the task, but tMy 4iMs 
' cold and languid. He resumes his seat in aflk^ve 
consciousness of his insufficiency, and as be tufreys 
bis fiock passing away from the sanctuary, he sight itt 
the probability, that no heart has felt what many ears 
'have heard. He thinks within himself, that adoth^ 
opportunity of glorifying the Saviour, and of 
souls has been lost, and he retires to his hoiie- 
pondbg over the inadequacy of his efforts, Ml las 
powers to accomplish the great eads of b» ml rt it ty. 
His closet witnesses the prostration of Ims «o«i MMe 
God in solidtatioii for the pardon of liii iiiyifilaya 
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MIAIk« cffi^ »fQr.r4^ be»tpw|nent. of those ^racioua^ iu- 
ftltfiro>fy y . ytt^iph age jipdiap^naably necesijfary to prosper 
MM^dMlfit ft^mmistration of the Gospel, and >irhich 
4Mi ^€f^4^- the merest discharge of the QiinUt^rial 
faBKftiiy €?aiUng to the salvation of souls.. 
» ..It^3f|i^ wi^h feeliogi of this cast that I oncfs withdraw 
^(WWff^y.i^^it tQ my study, after having explained to 
my flock the former part of the second chapter of 
jflLf^ fsL\kY% qpistle to the Ephesians, a portion of 
§ftPfiW^ descriptive of the unregenerate aQd of the 
WKWf|4 ^^<^ o^ °^^^* I ™o^^ ^^° usually felt that 
ddf^ysBNUfta of miud to which no teacher of divine truth 
^. a stranger. On the following day I was informed, 

fi^t R S , a small tradesman, living in the 

itfi^lh i^^ ^^^ deeply affected by my discourse on 

.^JJie Swday afternoon, and was exceedingly eager to 

i^fim ])OS6ession of my sermon to read it. I sent a 

kind message, requesting him to call on me. But his 

^mkiity overcame his incUnations. I therefore took 

Aa eiurly.oppartuiuty of calling on him. When I en- 

.tered |he house, lu« mother n^et me, and immediately 

Mi^ t^ Ohl sir, what a changie there is in my son 

.$iace<^iui}d^y last. He has for yeais been the trouble 

.'jfd Mjf life» Obs^oate and ^elf-wUled, I <pould do 

liothiBig widi him; but. nour he la so altered! He is 

^WMUB . fomtte as a J^unb." She uttered this with 

iiiff»,'4b«fc «pic»ke herj^cerity and gratitii(J^e. In, a 



134 Revcfigfi. 

vmall room I found her son sitting with his Bibl^ open 
l>efore bim, in much agitation of mind. H^ros^ fQim 
l^is seat, and expressed his picture at seeing poe, 
tbpiigh without a smile. On convei;sing with hm^ I 
fpynd that strong convictions of his sinfulness . and 
d^inger had taken fast hold upon him. He g^pliod |o 
^fitQfielf many humbling and alarming .pass^^< <}f 
Qod's word. I strove to allay the tumult of hi^<foid 
h^^ referring to the gracious offers, and the^ exqee^g 
l^eat and precious promises of the Gospel. ;T<^. ^l)flf^ 
jhe Jiisteped with attention, and welcomed tV^ ?^,>bis 
pn^y hope. I made several subsequent visits- tajhjia 
abp^e, and rejoiced to perceive that the io^pfesj^ifH^ 
ipctde upon his lieart promised to be perman^^.ij j^^ 
in all these visits, a somediing in his manfejCi^p^jp^ 
xae, . There was a mysteriousness in his aspect^ ^^{p' 
liesit^tion in his answers to my inquiries, whic;^;i)^p|g 
likj^ ^ cloud over the time we passed'tcigeihec. , I twas 
ii^cUned to attribute this to a natural r^/5f):y^4w^> ^^ 
disppsJtiQn, aqd to his being unaccustomed tp 'po^^y/^c^e 
.upon reljgpous topics, and especially wi|th.his,wi^|t,^. 
The firpt, ideas of an awakene;^ mind axe, ifff^^f/*^' 
and do not find en easy ntterwjic^. . JBuf <{yfi]^,|,h|$fe 
pro|;>able causes did not fully, acpunt fpr th/^.peo^ 
liaijity of manner which I observed, .; i. , . . 

J ^ , Qnf day, however, as I sat with him, tie m jftery 
^V(af developed* *'J must tell yowi fir,";, h^. said, 



^^^at'^^iJu' do'liot 7el know. I feel that I caiuiof 
talktWft^^y^Ai as 1 Wish, and with freedom, till I have 
m\d ^ all the truth* Several years ago I' took 
bfifeftde^t'oife of otir ministers, and sinfully made tti4t 
kA^ett(i^f6t keeping away from church. 1 en- 
^k^6^red to quiet my conscience by reading my 
^BiW^^homa, and -gained such an acquaintance wita 
fej^th&d I* ean remember and repeat a great deat 6f it. 
^ife^ffiffs' had no influence on my conduct. 1 con- 
^id^d ^ to do business oh the Sabbath-day, ^nd re* 
^^ftied tis passionate as ever. Some months ago I 
^k^'hnjlistly surcharged by the surve3^r of't'axes in 
't^i^ dfHtrict. I mad§ my appeal to the commisiriOiiets, 
%i^ it ^s c/verruled ; and the tax and surcharge were 
^bdti€imie<!. I felt this very much, for every body sa^ 
^t^t' I'wasi wroriged; and being a man of strong 
"-^^^^16109, I resolved on seeking revenge. I deter- 
lMn^d to take! ati^ay the life of the man who had so 
'i^rtrdfy^ttdirAjfestly^ treated me. I sought an oppor*- 
tiihlty^fbr' i'afcftWpftshtrig my design; but, mercifully, 

^ia^'dfedUi^r^?' '^^fete he paiised. When I reco veiled 

^mMiM iiitphd&'tirld Uttot into which this n^rraUvc 
^^th^^# M^, t'skid to'Wm;:^" Bnt had you no feai's as to 
"^He'WAyedrferic6's 6f sddi'a'drekaruf actr ' ^'As' lo 

the consequences tti Ihiiy^dAdl 1 did not regard th^t^. 
' l=iA^W^6^-l kduld fdifiif my own life;' and' iks I 

' lif dujd^cheeffully have done if 'l coulij have "tad' the 
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gratification of taking his. But then I was n($t quite 
certain how it might fare with me in the next worYa. 
I-kdiew that God was a just God, and hated injiisiice : 
and I thought that he would allow me to' take that 

satisfaction for the injury done me/ whicli others 

'•'^* '' • . --.— _.,«_iy ">', 

denied. I was not, however, free from some uneasy 

qualms of conscience. At last I made up my mind 

to go to church, and there to ask God's leave to take 

away the life of the man who had injured me. "^ I went 

to church, wher^ 1 had not been since you canie to the 

parish, nor for some years before ; and, if I haa come 

away with a persuasion that I might commit the deed 

without danger to my own soul, it is prbbabfe Ihat'^ 

long before this, Mr. — - would have been k dead 

man. But when 1 heard you describing the 'c!iara^r 

of one who walks 'according to the course of oua 

world,'' and' under the dominion of ' the prince oV^H^ 

power of the air,* Ifelt as though you poiiJited tne 

out. It was Kathain saying to David, * TKou'^ri^tlie 

man.* It was plain that I was one of thos4 cli^feii 

of disobedience in whom Satan works, and't el^ceed^ 

ingly trembled at ttie discovery of my cbndibioti. ^'IVe- 

lurned hbme^ and fbiincl nb quiist till 1 saiv irbii'^ a!tia 

even fever since fliave'been very ' deepf/ oiBtrei's^cf . 

feut now tiiat r have told you; I JTeel some^l^eliefl*' 

This ^naiTative' much affected Ae* I dwe^ i^ strong^ 

termis on the liembusness of his int^'ndeld ditiitey' and 
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of the s^ilt^hich attached to him in the eyea of God, 

alt^6u^|i it was not cognizable by human authority; 

He felt and humbly acknowledged all that t urged* 

To ascertain, if possible, the present state of his mind, 

I said to him — '* Suppose you were this moment to 

see Mr. ■■, and in a situation such as yoii once 

pesired to meet him in, how should you feel towards 

him^ suid how would you act?** ''I should ba'dis- 

posed to offer him my hand, and to do him any service 

-ixL my power." This was- no trifling evidence of tlie 
'^*' ' ' '  >i 

altered tone of his feeltne». 

^ li'rom this period he became more closely studious 

of that word of God, which in him had evinced itself to 

be 5*guick and powerful, and sharper than any two- 

ed^ed sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of 

soul .and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, ancl a 

di^cerner of the thoughts and intents of the beart/ f He 

often spent his evening with a pious neighbour in 

re^4iPK the, sacred volume, and in conversation on the 

thujii^^i of Gjijd and salvation. He was now regularly 

present in the house of God ; and if one eye in the 

*V'^ ) . jt. . : . . '.:.•> 

assembly never wandered from the minister, it was his. 

-^ * •» • , "1 »; 

H^ )ived in tl^e shade, indeed, and attracted littljs 
BOtice* T^w, if any, besides myself, were acquainted 
)i¥;tlf the circumstances I have related, and he seeipei^, 
,li^e^^n|9,Qf o]d, fo '* go softly*' all his days. His char 
racter;,jp;erh^^^,^p^ver attained that Chriptiaji^ maturity, 

N 3 " ' 



^ich iiiif ht have rendered him itediJipicddMJKtiil^ 
AtoBumeiit of all that the grace of God oam effM^^ 
and yetihere were so many marks of his being a^ njl^ 
creature, — ^so many old things in him passed aiway^ 
^d so many things became new, — ^at his case^ 'af- 
forded matter of devout joy to many, and to tioi^%^ 
Itfhch iets to his pastor.  ^ • >'^^* 

Fifteen months afterwards domestic affidioii Wltto- 
dspew me from that scene of my pastoral iaboiifi;^*^ 
itcene peopled by many whose simple and'dlsfOllffl 
piety, and whose warm and disinterested a£feo^M, 
win eifer endear it to my remembranee «btr»« all 
others. Called, as every minister of Christ isj^t|o 
mourn over the majority of his people, as eidiet ail- 
pindy indifferent, or strongly opposed to the stxtfdard 
of doctrine and morals which he deduces fi«niw»t^ 

• word of Ood and sets before them, and to the ikkuis 
> which he forms and pursues for the amelioration of Us 

flock, he yet is seldom or never left without evidaiioey 
that his work of faith and labour of love is apptowd 

• in heaven, and not unproductive on earth, l^e glow- 
t4ilg and sincere attachment of a few, on whoseihttarts 
J this aciinistry has been the honoured means • of pto- 
'.dotting a saving effect, both remanerates andiJen- 
V courages Us labours* The honest uidiailentoiaar, 

MSteali]^ down the cheek of the peasant, whisaeiGottage 
-abd '/whose heart have been, visited fay ImercjitiiDm 
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H^liTHQtWos of bi$ mioi^lery while angels ebse^iier ifi 

QKHi . iiniaoYed, constkutdB a present adequate rep^^i 

p(e»9« fOir tbe agpent in so blessed a result. - .,> 

-TrQa .>theiineriiing of my departure^ I'wentta.>bii9^fl 

ii»ctt^.)farew0ll to the subject of this memoir^ aadof 

the varied and conflicting emotions which agitated, xoy 

j|ijtldiii0(l afterwards ascended a hill that comiMftds 

.^;iej«mk< tod took a last view of the fold wbich^eor 

jdnst^nly. flook, those. excited by my parting ij||c#* 

,ifbiw With him were among the strongest* A4 soen^^ 

Ih^ law "me eater his dwelling, he understood my pur- 

'^se» tie received me without a word. He jiiiM>k 

-md.>grasped my hand with something like .% .eon- 

LYulstYe strength, and while I expressed my de€p rne- 

j^etr.won leaving him, and commended him to Ged, 

slUMi to the word of his grace, assuring him tbathta 

,'. future instructor would be to him a faith Ail guide^vhe 

a»ioained speechless, idtemately fixing his eyes pa.cse 

uandll^e ground, overpowered by feelings too yialent 

-.foh utitraaoe. . The past seemed to rusb into bis 

^j mind with overwhelming foroe. The crime be -had 

on(&ditated, the mode which God employed toi prertot 

-j-(he)ieKeeutioao£ his purpose, and to. snatch .him; /at 

/iJ3alceih»a temporal infamy and eternal fkecdkioa^* the 

.i^;einHcia»snes9 of his remaining wjeaknesi-aiHl.iiorrap- 

lii jtionff^iand ^ the finans, dasigiftrsi^ and jioiivwii Jihat 
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migfat yet await him, powerfiiUy presented tBemselvcff 
before him. The moment was toopainfmly mterestijjig;' 
either to be prolonged or forgotten. When ^I was 

' ' ' ' c ^^ 

forcing myself away; he at last found the ^ power of 

Utterance : but it was only to say and to reiterate— 

f * 'I 
''And shall I nerer see you again?*' I encouragea 

ii^ him a hope, mdulged by myself, that I might, ai no 

distant day, revisit his native town. With di^cutiy- 

I, effected a separation from him, trembling ^^iie^ 

was with excessive agitation. He was perfec^y uu- 

manned. ^ 

"^he remembrance of R S was almost daily 

with me when I had passed into other and distant 

scenes. A few months afterwards I wrote to him a 

long letter, of which, to my astonishment, I received 

no acknowledgment. But subsequent information gave 

me the affecting cause of his silence. Shortly, aifter I 

left him he sickened, and recovered no more. HTs 

complaint disturbed his intellect ; and when'my fetter 

reached him, reason had forsaken the thron% ot his 

miAd. A neighbour visited him, , anid rea^ that leC^ter 

to him. He gazed in vacant earnestness/ but mam- 

fosted no consciousness of its meaning. Thfs ^a^tis- 

faction, however, I received frpm one who often saw 

him. in. his latter days, that till his reason fled, and m 

the jshort intervals of its return, he gave pleasing 

testimonies that he had built an humble, penitent 
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hope of mercy on the only sure foundation, which is 
Jesus Christ, 

To what a fearful extent may the malignant passions 
obtain ascendancy in the human breast! Hardened 
by the deceitfulness of sin, and by his habitual aban- 
donment of the public means of grace, this man 
yielded himself up to the dominion of a wrathful and 
risvenj^eful spirit, which goaded him on to the very 
brink of destruction. In the blind fury which took 
possession of his soul, he conceived himself authorized 
to take the scales and the sword of justice into his 
oVn hands, and having thus usurped the seat of Him 
who has said, *' Vengeance is mine ; I will repay, he 
never dis^cemed the immense disproportion, even on 
the ground of equity and justice, between the injury 
he Bad sustained, and that which he intended 16 in- 
flict. He saw npt that what he bad endured was a trifle 
compared with $he blow which he meditated ; and yet 
he, imagined that divine justice would approve the 

-» '1 lo Jn n.J '):) . • ; . . . *  i i ., • 

deed. Thus far was he carried by the false principles 
he had adppted, and which met with nd counteraction 
and opppsrtion from those ordinances 6t rellgioli, 
which, even, In their external character, pow^ufly 

•A'l-.C (I-JIIO Oil// ..My m.) .. , 1 j •. .'.J .J", w 

tend to moderate and humanize the natural terbcity t>f 
humaa pas'sionsi Had he continhed 'tb sligkt'^lh^Sie 
ordinairces, ahd^ had he not been led to entie^ the 
sanctuary of God in the posture of an inquirer, gu3ty 
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2Uy4 monitroiis as was the object of bis inqutty, }ie,'tik 
all probability, woald have imbrued bis haAt!s ')ri 
bl(M)d» whiieh from the earth would have called Ifcnf 
h,^vi«ir rengeaoce than that which he had inflicted. ' 

.^t it is both wonderful and delightful i6 h^ilick' 
hpiw*. even in this instance, God honoured the tiieaDS^ 
of bis own appointment for the extrication of' tneil^ 
from, th^ sanres* which Satan spreads for thek riliiir' 
R—rrr-i S ' ' -* was not so wholly left to himself ai' i^^ 
tliro^w Qff all tbe restraints of religion. Thd mi^ 
^riptur^s were still his companions, and tfareir ¥6*^ 
much ligh^ upon the desperate course he pursued, idf 
le^^ye hi/n in the dark about its ultimate issue. ^hM 
kept up in his mind thoughts of God and a' tittAW 
siat^^ which held in his passions from running l^flilV 
^o^rse of their natural impetuosity. Hadail 'tit-^ 
Si^piipg and righteous Dmty held no place in his ij^ftelf/ 
And had he adopted Ite fool's cpeed» ^^Ther^ fiii6. 
God;" orh%dbe> with the moretleoenlsobpiticf, cott^ 
fi^ed the Almighty to some distant 'and^^qti^fer^ 
pi^i^^qe of hi^.dominioils^ 'too> reaM!)ti^ t6 sl61lce, Wi^ 
^..ei|gr<M9ied bybis/bwdi'calm and gloried f^J^e ^ii) 
t^e>aii jnteresH lAdh^ alffairs of meti^, 'had iKe^eiblbdea 
froJ9^ the triatonrOT 'thelfal»l])e, all ith&t ift id b^dt^d^ 
v^MelW ^ad laU th|tt is to- be^bop^ for; iit ti^ttv^ii V bdl 
bejTAasMedlumselC into /tfa^ asuuraficei thfaHht^'WeidM 
Ijifi^p to appear before no^ other than ah 'ebvtfafly ctf L* 
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buna)^ atid that the hand of the executioner ^ould 
l^ot out l>is name from the book of existence, as well 
as, from the list of mortals, no motire would have re- 
mailed snfBciently powerful to withhold him from the 
speedy completioti of his diabolical purpose. Btit, 
h;^i{^ily,. the fear of God was not altogether removed 
f)cqm hpl3 h^art. He was prompted to pray far light t 
^B4 i1>§^^' ^^U clifferent from what he sought, shbne 
fj^f tJt|«x(PQn, his soul, and revealed, not the prt^mise of 
ij^iifpifiity irhicfa he desired, but his owti fbarftkf cdhdi^ 
ti^^as .the slave and tool of Satan, the god >^f this 
i}i^9r1f][^ . The eye of the Omniscient o4>served his ap- 

ft 

g^p^h tQ the loDg-forsaken temple, and' wdts fixed 
i^pr^i^iim when he bent his knee to impl6re the com-* 
i|}[^i$)p(b of a destroying dcemon. That ear^ i^hich ho 
&9!yp4i>^s(^l^s>^6^f<^ his prayer for libeity td shed 
bhi^l Perhaps no knee was ever before bent on 
^th» mad 'no petition ever before ascended to the 
thfonej^xf-f^odiifor^fluch an object! . Angel d, with all 
1i|i^.,sp^€;Uuid6r.oft,which iheir happy natures are car 
pai^e^ x^^ji wieU^ b^ conceived- to have intently watched 
^]ke ^^(pressJrQo ^ that ttje whseh was turned to#atds 
i|a,ii9on9tria«a .an o^der. Tbeytmight expect to^'see 
^..aii^ge^; ripei mi the thunflertxto ' of hin wtttth 
4$^pend And- tc^nifix . the darings snppficftnti ' But ho% 
\^ .;i^t (^heir joy and their praifte have risen, wh^ 
tl^y ,^Md the ^mile of pity, and heard die i^ii^jotie 
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of mercy, and witnessed the descent of My iaiiieaoe 

to smitey an4 V^)^ W^r'f W^ ^r^ ^Wl^*^ heart. 

.And have we not tare' a respt^dent^instance of the 

freeness and sovereig nty j tftiiat divine grace to which 

* man is indebted for his conversion to God, and for 

-.W\f(ti,iSmmrM fef f^r'M,jJha^,^||rJ^c^h^^e 
{?ljW<*e4itt%..g^>iyff^ld t^^€|: crqTwAj<^«Ji92i^T^" 

'•.aiNio«BiJlfs^fl9lsi^?. .Qf^fi;*|^^,.hjfi S!Btf0^^ 



'»..*, • -^ "^ • 1. • •• ,«•. • '» 
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Yk' t&e'€(mgvegatio& who attended my ekurdr'-at 

"^^^-^ Mr. J was dtstingtinhed fat kii'dtMlit- 

^^&id4eadia%le tpirit He frequented Ae house ef-God 
^^ilii! Knerriy «^ a hearer, but as a worsUpp^; a^ 
"" Whtte fe Usteaed to the annmcilation of <li^ilie tMRh 
'from die pulpit, he sat liot in judgment npoir^e 
'pr^acW, hot upon himself. He received the G6iipel 
^ h^t as the word of man, but, as it is in truth, the wx^d 
^^Obd, He was superintendant of large gunpowdi^-* 

^ WbtkB at O , and resided in a dwelling sun^mided 

^% the machinery, .hviitdkigs, and maga^in^s of the 

^ ittaiiidbbtory* Banger and death necessarily krk in 

" eVery comer of such a |4ace, and those who are em* 

ployed in t^ manufacture of the :great modem m- 

stirument of destmction, above aH men ought to be 

^^jj^ed fbr an instantaneous ^moval to4he world- <^ 

ilpints. Many harden theit* fa^rts agsdnst ei^ry ftar 

' '6ir &^ger> They braVe ^ lite terrots of their «ittti^l«n, 

^ ^d are {bot-haidy on the ver]^ brisk of the pit wfakh 

^^'btfrn^th witib fire and biimstotie. I ^iiftrodtio& the ease 

ot Mr. J , to shew ho# rteldiMiMe and miiihfkilfmg 

is that courage whidi the Gospel can infuse into the 

b 
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soul. 'He passed tbe ilatys of many fw^o^lv0 1 yf^^if 
m f^tless security ; fon having i bui]l« Km} hii>pei.^nft,\fi^ 
sut^ ftmndation of the divine pvonusctfi, he f<lt»th^jtr,aV 
%tt0 sAfe fov eternity. HAjm§o^ a foreUs^^tof ,|^ 
life,' "which fear cannot alarm, n6r daogi^r nei^ph,,, ^i^ 
tWff^wVsftte different ^occasioBs.ite pawd$fnvrplMt)ifi4 
^h^M wllMb^a fe«r mimiites after^hev.ba^-.f^^it^ 
llMitai"4ltidi)la ^mM iniracaloMly prieBQrvedi1?||^^U)(|||i 
t^Mlilittdv' Vtt fMy awajre aa ha wa&of. th^$|9)eip|i^ 
df^'^ylltg ^houry anil espaciaUj Tof .ther4)bwjMnff3?t4l^l^ 
^«^dei^^dbpMMtU'from life, he lived i|i tph^fipjl,!^- 
qtiWkyl "^epeeuliair and prevailiiig tsmpep^^]l^|B 
i^Hitti^ x«ie»e highly ifavourable to the soneni^y of ^ js 
«liii^;"'>H(r'«taB remarkable for the awe^to^SfO^jhis 
s^irili-the tendemets aa well as stvength/pf,]^} ^- 
f^cCi^iy^add his thiM^ike docility, .. ^;„, j^^^^ 

' I'llAicd foatid him^ when I balled, aittiog^^t^^ys 

^i^limi'^idill^ehthf feading Scott's JE?aiix4yJ3il^^,^jq^d 

^'S^dul^usty'comparhig the passagcr bef<}i^v;h\q[ifivi}|:(h 

l;ll€^'^^tsi*d(\Ktved{ to ia the marg|p4i'»/4ih^8.i^§ff^^t^e 

-4l#«U¥ke «ti[ip}Gym(eflitx)f his leis«i^l90iir#,fftndJ^R'^^d 

^ i?"^ vb^" abuhdanoly :jm>fitaUe^ Sf ih^ • f ^ ^mf^^g 

'I'fl^i^ftl'^hin^s'i^itlir spfctitual,'' h^r^^^quH^t ^-l^^Fy 

j^ skfiifd «»d'>t»ttekisnte 4cnawledge of |Lli^ ^G^aspe^q^Lqd, 

'uef^ti^i^di'li^ itl^-shftdkhft tof'h^man^.pyf^i^ia^ jM^ 

^6tede4ijo»rft]tty<41ong ^is« coctrse^t \€XMm>^gJ*ifir.(^^ 

JAiMf owlMBvilhr ChsiA- had \m04e^^^]bk%,6^'\^!^ 



fi^iitid th«i<«tevory of jmi aad tbi> bmids and oond^iima* 

V?Mi^<^f'^1lh4 bvoben'law.' An old writer h^ wiself 

y<fi]S6i%^&/ ^1 katnrrnol'afiiy way whBtebj tte maie^y, 

^lii^dfit^^ t#tttfal uift periKslkm of the w««d i^t,Mf4 

€li^ b«f^^i9«^ lioiiiiilKred itndidiftplayed^ aadtlio^eiAenHCff 

^^'t<^thorou|^hly oonvmc^ and sttenoed, iaa'tOHixiaV^ 

tei^'Sferilj^itrelte.owa'iiiterpveterv' Aft^r mostr^gi^ 

^ly^lfMHrtg^mn lioar vilh ium in ^unraatnuned^^soAr 

V&S^'V^pcm'^ose^ themes wkschwettt dett to'u^bQih, 

44^ft-M»'hoifse to retorn komeward, aiid v4ii|^l^c^om- 

"P^ftteii} Are' to the summit of the a(i^i|<CQiftfr UIK^fOar 

^if\oUghtsatid wordatftmed^on the {kleaauraa olhplift^sa^ 

HA bppMAbn to the pleasures of aiil* His beaH s^e^aied • 

^^^tU'Wm within him by the way," while wfc dw^U op 

^ Wj^&'i^hkk' to him was everwelcdme. >'Sir/*^fhe 

ssud, with much UiW atvd energy, -'M dkl^ tiot alwa^ys^ 

^'^UVtttyhttppineaa where I fiowfind kf l^ftrnderly 

^^ir^aid gay ttnd as thoughtless as any of the fdlowers 

^ of tMW'*wd^W. Ky vaeanft time*-*erery,hour I couid 

'*S]j)affe '6r snatch from trusfeess, Id&yoted to pleasure. 

^'S^t>(-dhg, ioraU hs forms> and emty^^pe^m ^arnvm- 

ct^^^ carrieii ltt»«y iiiy aflSecfipas* . I k|iow» lior I 

Miav^ Medy.wfiatihe ^wosUicaa' do tp iaalK/^.iic«|ian 

'^ hippy s Hmt «ew I .itail ^tjh ^imth. declane, n^at .if 

^l^ifece'werft no ^h^arren- hereafitr-^if • I kadonolbills to 

ho^ for beyoiid the: graven : I yrmMtpMSm^itittHfinpne' 

'sini^i^^mMts '#hioh- iftndr in^ a idigimia ofenme^ be- 



i 



S4S TrutmppimSs. 

iiiis/ii^wapaper an^^ccMiit 4)f'the'dekth bf^t^is^'^x*- 
iBBlteniaMub u^AimAmt cttplotioit> ef the^powdef ^^iv^^ 

lidl toti^) made dttly and dtiigaiit fiMiptii^tkii^*^ fS^t 
.pacniers of semval, oip «vi^'^i^^l^ 
rifneatoreB^paiNiecTeP Cbe memoify d^^/ljt^^. 
Mfaiiyoulrmjilfikiattit liear a soiiCttfy ketitV]^6(lQi^!btt^ 
Can.^iroic.rtverse the sentimenl he nttiTFed, akS^d^ 
clarets. thai! M co|ii|aetel]r satistyia^ are-ftlK ik<i^t 
del^fo> .Aat, tbf.lhamv you eftH ddtbil^aftdly^^liMd 
fteei7»>k4d up the hope ef-4he knmiMlii«^e^,Jlfl<!Ji^ 
cehmble felniliea of faearen ? If you cMtiOQ al^^e^fit\ 
this ^ondaeion, and your vesdess ' pftmi6iM^'UMl<y 
that - •' «' 

Not happinets herself makes good her name^ 
Our ?ery wishes give us not our wish ; 

let it settle down upon your hearts, in a weighty and 
unyielding convictioay that they who are ** lovers of 
pleasure more than luveis tyf 'Cbd," can inherit no 
portion in the kingdom of heaven ; and that, if you 
cast in your lot with ^em, you make a choice which 
time stamps with the grossest folly, and which eternity 
will mark with indelible and unavailing ^morse. We 



ject the fulness of joy which is in the pTesebM^i^iyke 
^l^&iapijdi) Mn^ ipkastoes ; which .aMi eymtmonmnaS his 
^sHi)^m4' rf^y^^P AfiHI .Miay tbeihao^/iiifkkkiwDuid 
^i/^gl^^^mf4d%hpi hQp^^^wt^yieafmef^o dienhiif i4h»t 

^nWf^ %Jfl«^P*^ «^,1^himob*to^tbipr«liMBBa9tf 
5^ V9ffl4)]>V]hf!lbf ^119 ,t&& faftl;of riite fibsiu^ orrtlib Ivst 

i^bQ^f}^ Jl^if9ii»t(|nfa'<pfrlbtft]Bibe»bawlTisfmeooB>> 

^t^^f^.#itht> smis teligh^^iMikA diitUigviiill^iah 
IWWfff «teryvfr#».«Ja4w»rV«f«peffl^ite/T(r A>|»^^ 
ldrd^i^pCf|f|^tOf^a]fm^l«vo<<itlle 9ef)'si0^t}^l€Biiraft 
^^9^.fio«nr/|pi8<i«ipe^lb<9 Mbiif ;0^ tbeiSo^l$>/id£eibwoaiHl 
hereafter enter into the joy of the Lord. sccii 

; Hgiw luo Jon .-lu j; v ^^^ i. c.^*:/' y S'-' ix-'O 

' bnc '/SiHl'jn s] r\ ,>}?.r'"ff ■;i'rv r-^-'if ;r"^oL ^fi'^c ji tsl 
lo 2i37oI ** 9*fB rHw ■yarl.J jc^J .ro^t^►i^.^o^ •g;»fbbi7fu/ 
on ihstUii npo **, ! . d^^^f^^TTT^f^jf^A J J t omoot siug/ielq 
00^ "^i ,Jju(i baxs i>T'V'^:ir{ "io njob^au? erO ni TioiJioq 
/birfw 9DfOil'j fi :»>I>;in li^Y^ ,rn-^cll rfjr/-' 3j« •ii/O'^^ ni Jgi^D 

o 3 



t^4«ddhcei^. .ii9f>stilLhMiidttityAfacua3townJMiiBrtil(|o 
mdufttry* My s^orant^iare idwHtg^l»eft4oheii«itnnijge 

^lUmmg tboseialovy witieh he0«UU^' far.lk(teTib«s<bil«d 

nf^l^fiffle the^afficttd and Uitt'deiitiUlteir>(i£>itei»^tbcK8S 
jTcdie^dna tp eiteovteityeit dMciial0n;'aidltO3a^^t 

XB(si fevidlotfior ^tfa61#^ii<^t^'>{W^do<atP«edo(^n- 
^^tts^oeitot'thci icornnwiaitjC'ttt ilwrg$i^^^Uu6J^^iM 4^\y 

-(loiliels^JbyMitifibeiidAii^'i^ of hbl^>lii^YAk^^ai|ger. 



c 



The Harpoon Boy. 151 

dude an impostor; but we have dmiie authority for 

sayings, ^*)fYft "^rf^^'?^ ^^^ '*^' s^faiwt on 
angel unawares, 

A credible witness^ h^8 ^Jiefiorded the tubjoined tu- 

eident. A woman^ in tattered clothes, with a paUid 

imi!^Biiikde,iiand,aii;eaiaciated £pam0i'eaHe«l)at»ifc>iAe 

«]nUfii};HiaarViilinr^..attdin(iplorcd relief ^Jsa^aigf^tiAt 

liifcAJvasiperiflliiiij^thrDiig^-huiiger^. /^.We^d abtgiVe 

94^'ibeggai)ft/;..wftt :thexf«plyjs^e ireceiwfl. .ShejfeeUy 

danBi|itllD^d»«B^ houBe^aiid lanewed luev '|>alhi!Uii^- 

* 

opUtarieoMimd^metwith aaioiiiakiiiecepdoft^ j fFhe^po^ 
ybBBOtaiB cra(ided.fti)§a7-^ju8rqreKabed ti^e:threiib<yd of 
*>y»thMitdooiH»rtiiy daihi-iy-and : died J . v 

do^-cA^ldBriefidk fardther.aner^ffelated .to> me aae^er iti- 
'cbid^tdbfitbia dieBra%)6aBy '«hiek had.poeufisditp oae 
b^^dMdfriettdil. .,: WdUUng early one .bleak; ^yiiBtet's 
-'^tmoniiib^; ifk /(he : dtdMiibfi of vtbe metropotis, . }nki was 
ojfel»Uy<|Mbdsl»d ibif avtaU^.thin man, im^nD^irelief. 
8H31bc(j^eotl€lnaQ ;:taok. hiui; ifor ;a common J^eggar. 
jitllJ^^tiseoofi^rm'InaaidiJiev ^frbisrideoed. my heatt against 
2 Mm jKadiqui^d smtft^t bttte jmeaf iiiess< ivhich arose in 
-nrx^ b^on^oby^altying^ m^etdaof tn^haai^^ I may 
^IB^ ki9A<9Pinelbi^i0b ;in}^imtiium»i Tbejeyeniog was 
't Chi^^ wiihi Mft; filadei .the ihpil<ilbied 4ay before J re- 
la^APQ^iOlK T^9^f,./W}i^ LfC^^eiieap..thii<|ipotv where 
n^H^:Ji»ai^ JMidi J?|BQQ 9<4ipiu4 iortbe jeakoirnieg* Lob- 
/.aefffedr t» ,k^sovvtd»: .i'pce^ectdithjrottghi ftbe mass^ an^, to 



vfj^4l^fTQf^ a»a^lf-ri^a^ J ^^%tf th^p^ pppf fiuan 

CoDst^ble of Holborn, and had fhe beat i^pg^f^miHlif^. 
oj^ kii^ipa tbii poor, toM On Jabi^aoi0^th^VWiHn4^- 
rated the number, when"h« €ompn(^4^0tkat.j^)99]t(j5^ 
-vj^^^tis^abp^e a thot^^tt^ a yean ^H^^flliWgSt ; 
Bot absolutely* of immediate hiingeT»^,.4>^iIo|) ^h^r 
wastiitgi im^d; oth^r. dimase^^ wfaioli.^ 2a^jjlSt»imfHb^'' 
<{|[^9fi^S).f)f )^ngei:. This ba|q[ieiifl oiily4i«l(o49n|9 a 
I^Cfe ^: l^ondna, :?^I^re people ari; xM kdil^^ bn/i 
In the morning; of one of the brightest da^SfOfilaat') 
sw^lT^eva Uttleboy; abouMhe ag^'^6f thiileen<dkd 
"m j^^tcl^dr and thr^adbajve^-gairtnehts, caHt^droift^amv 
d9qr»c ?< r* \ have nothing t^jgiv!^ yo^^^ ^id <II^Mefiaftt. 
'!XpU! #»ay :«c|tK replied tbe h^yf^ « buk.I [be»^liW 
j0^ 9>af|t^- gives uw^liiiJ^ Joftd tMio)e9(;a^ p^KalfHa^/ 
he will give me one.'' I was called to the {^ooM^nd^ 
wagjnfta^j taJwn witb^^i^*ap^^r^Acet- Tif afoftW- 
iijgfriialpgiue tdea ^4ed*bf tjv«e4 HfiVr?*-'/ O— .toO 

jJJf^ifiit;Rft^^n;aA;iofi:%;lit4U^MoJwe iwfcipefTti 
hW!W3&¥i/|ai|e Ihttngi^* tod' Wo^ld ^mhfjrnbfr^^swtterf 
breakfast. .oc^jk lovo ji 'lo'i ^Tioa 

.JBflV/^N^fi^ir-s,:,! ibf^ik y^l%M^.MtAyg^d 
breakfast given me by acWi^Jauiyi: l«)iQttU)>e^1l4lj 
**^Bri9Kfffl.HW/gWe;i^^'^lbq^,-i::t y.r . ^nro I— .Yoa 

* Botweln Life of JohofOD. Vol. ii. p, Si2. 



*iWi!^^lS^E*l^titft yoi ittre )[)00f, my boy? myM' 
you iiel^t^rb^t pleased wiffi sometaoney ?  ^ '' '*' 

f^ByY9^N^,^si^; toOii^id bd ▼tolty': f firtldftlcT'lite 
a^tii^fefettttr.'' -•'''''• " •  " ' » • ^'^•^-''-'»>'"' 

' a*tWi»*Bit-i^Why is4t that you so rauck da^Jte' i' 
^<»i'Wt^fk*^»i>af what usfe will it be to you ?' - '^^ ^^ ***'^ 

• iBj^/iiHG^d^ l^dktf f€!teh me abo^itt'God; ail4^t^ 
iwJ|^tiPhell¥in,.< •:-"''•» ■•■'•■ •■*"'■ ■^'.■^^'' ••■^•j.^'^j 
>-eM<»i!»ilR;?a*-Alid which hr the waj^ to heftvenf '"'^"^ 

j; B^ffJ-x^l is 6y "praying to <iod to make the p:^^' 
and by'tnwtiog 4tt the lioi^ Jeft«i$'ChFifit> ^ti^ £6d 
Ttefiifimenu'^' '"' j^ ' '-• • --'i;:- .i. . •'■.•.- i^r 

bjffiisismiiu— Why do you tfcmk- tliat-God wiTl^liiiftr^ 
ytsof wiKiiyba pray ? Do yoa deserve to gtt td hfe6c^«i f 

.jBinr^d-^o:- none of its detterve to go ui heaVen. 
WitUff^riltodsittful for ^t Bat I faop« that God 
wyU^'tieasmyprafyerft and fbk*give me^ becautehebiA 

ski*h«owai.5>i!; j !) •. '•.•• 

M:f Mstaa.-^^oialJNfikftow any thhi^ 6f Otis Biblet 
Boy.— O y€8,^ifi' liMf^xftwA ciflfc •Btlt'^hAii 
myof^fHei* and^f 'k^^ disehailg^'fFOm^ the'iBhl|tj &t lAir 
b«ft<}ew^1c(ft*odr6il>b«'behttid iisi^^'aiid i'4iaTQ:bifi^eiy' 
sorry for it ever since. - ' - i/i t. yi' 

bM^£S'l«li.^lrfs4hai^d 'O^^ the' ilhff^f Wti^e 
tHeiil^O'Jr^^j©abifrtfii^«iffeit>y^' -j •• '^ ^ ;-'>->i'i^'ric; 
Boy.— I came, sir, froraSt;Johti^*, NewftJUoHWlM)' 
My TnotheT died when I was a baby. ~My ISiher is 



ffi4 Tbemy^m'^B^. 

emiployed fii the wha!6 fi«haryi litodV'^itfdeThAvigiyUn 
Mg; enough, he has taken me with hirrt; 'Wd w^^ mf 
b6ard a whaler, which brought ng fJb'^vig\iM: ^TH^ 

c^{>tiftl^ Alcharged the crew at IVf / and'H^ He 

ii6W0tf our road to the fishery at C-^-^ — ,' iii»'Ko^«'=bf 
procuring employment tlU the sprfalg, • Wheb Ve «fx|>tel 
tdgfetaAiptotokeusbitok. '^-'^ <'•' 

' 'MitHiTfeR.— But employment it tcai^i ^nd^ybii 
krid your faAer being itran^ers here; rnntt ^xp^gf^MHi 
many hardship*. ' ^ ^''^ 

Boy.— God sends us friends, sir, erery day.^ 'TWi 
captains of ships at the ports are all very kind XJ&iA^ 
father, and help him. - /^' ^ '" 

MfHisTEB. — ^Yon say you are" ft»)d of yoUr^BBMel 
.Is iiherfe any parttcutor p4rt of it which yoti rMone^t, 
and which gives y^u eomiosi ih your d^ge^"a((lfl 
wandering*? "'''''' 

BoT. — I am very fond of the first ichaptet <)f 
'St. Johh*s Gospel; but I riiost frequently think' of 
those words, ** When my father and my mothet^ fbr* 
sake me, then the Lord will take me up." 

Htvi8TER.-i>Pray who taught yon to read, Sind 
instructed you in the meaning of what you read t 

'BoT.-^I learned to read in a Sunday school, Wfiich 
was opened by a Missionary at St. John*!.* ' ' 



-«A. 



X 



* I«Miev<vtli*HtfiioiMry i^longed fo cHe WcBfejaii M Wion. 
sry Society. 
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^,..T|^i9,coqymatioa|exctte(l hi me an affectionate con- 
f^^/pjc th(^ little fellow, who stood before me leaning 
9R pi s|$^ wUch was the companion and support of 
^ ^^h '^^^^ I' might both gain more information 
r$sge^t^g his humble history, and satisfy myself of 
^;^ce|rity, I proposed to him to come and weed in 
my garden, promising to recompense him with a little 
^99kL .^.He consented, but sidd, I must first run after 

9% jV^^i. ?^ ^^^ ^1°^ ^^^^ I ^'^ going to dpf lui^ 

that I will come after him to C . In a short tiipe 

^f eturped^ with a pocket-knife in his hand, ande^-. 
mf^9^i, his willingness to be employed.. I took him 
itito my garden, and, for once, was glad that it cob«* 
t^figf^ /$ome weeds, lie worked with as much diligence 
^3^,,99uld expect from a sailor boy, who had been 
f^u^tomed to very different occupations. Duriog the 
two hours that he spent in cutting up the refuse pro- 
d^uctlon of the SQil> I. often stood beside him and made 
•^!;irther:in^i^iries into his little history. Our .dialogue 
KM qif f n tliQ following strain : — 

- MiNisTEiu— rHow long were you in the sundav 
school at St. ^John's ? 

Bo^t — ^Three months, sir. 

J M^NisTjjR.-f-Only three months! Did you learn 
to read in that time ? 

BoY.^-rtYes,_8irj with the help of my fathei^ 

: ^«Mt4r<itrte;^Why»did70ili tben lciA:<^e'tte8dib^lt 



BoT.— Becftvte it was broken m; and tba Mipttttb 

.  • . v . *. *^^ ..7* " ^,1, -L •^Tr Jill 

ary revtioved to another place, to teach q(ber Mor 
childrea. 

Minister. — Do you ever think of th^ kind pa^MH^ 
who taught you 7 

Boy,— Yesj very often. They were very Kind ( 
meV and took great pains to make me underst^d. 
pray for them, that God would Uess and rewar< 

ihem* 

- ^-i. h ' -_ . ,. * , ••«,•' "•;"» vlnevsea * 
MiMisTEE. — Do you thmk they shewed^yOu mora 

kindness than if they had made you nch ? 

Boy.— O yes I they did more for me than thatv, ^f 

can never love them too much for all their ffoodness to 

f . ,. . .  . . . tj ,ij ot o^e 

me. 

» -,- • •• . -i . ■•'•icii')> orlj 

MiMisTEit. — Are you not exposed to many dangers 

in the whale-fishery? 

' tiot. — ^It is a dangerous business, sir. My e^^^loy* 

ment is to give the harpoons to the harpooners, when 

t!hey stnke the fish, and to let out the Ime. SoAiiv* 

times the angry fish will with his tail either stnke the 

men into the air, or dash the boat m pieces^ and.en-. 

danger the lives of all m it But God has taken .dm 

of toy father and me, so that we never have met with 

an accident. 

Thus irid'Uiis pobr'chilii dtscern the haad or Gpd in, 

tnos^ Circumstances, which too many abandon to Ihe 

aoaiuuon of chance. He saw the ^terference, and . 

bi4j* f'**j; *■ * . ' , • • J »i '' .•.••*».!» vKfrt /Oil (51 */ ii 
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icejfet, where commonly he is forgrotten, and ;ffi|beif^ 
tnougRl. Should these pages ever ^ome . Y?,^!?r ^^ 




geatn m.some of,hi3 most fearful s^nd dreary ibrinVi 
.and peacefully trust m the protectioa of an unseen. ana 



iieavenly (ruardian. U vas. not the .natural ttipui^t- 
lessness of Ki% a^e^ nor,the, forcie of habit^^ y^,M9t 99P] 

Sealed ^pr dimuiished the dangers . w^ich perva<^e.the 
alf-frozen waters of Uie northern sea. He had an 
eye to that Saviour, who walks beside his people on 
the tetppestuous ;«raters. Little Richard knew.hpw 
tremenaous it must be for an ui^godly, man* ip, ji^I^ 
through the dark and ^tormy deep of , the /)ceai)» to a 
lower depln of blacker darkness, for ^ver agita,ted by 

fiery «torms, " But he also knew, that It must be a, 
•Jmo*^ 'wm; ?)TTi t^fo •• ' . '^ ..'--•' i' • ^T'^ra f>in 

gtQnou3 transition for the humble believer in Jesucu to, 
pass from the caverns, of .the fathomless sea. Ao Ibe 

.when my little friend had spent two houfji«^t his 
An'H join oyaii invon ^w mo) n* . M't i' 'n nTfut yjrtr To 

work in my garden, he was supplied with aome- nkin 
food. ^ As I entered the kitrhen, where ha sat tpt^s 
humble repast, I observed that he had not eaten tho . 
whole of what Md been placf|l before iiiifk, althpugit 
it was not 'more than enough for one of Ui yeara aad 

9 
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situation. '' Can you not eat any more V^ I asked, 
tie answered, *'I thank you, sir; but, if ypu please, 
T \^iil tike the rest to my father." This was a moving 
instance of self-denial and filial affection. Surely it 
Vas a fair and lovely specimen of the fruits o^ that 
christian culture which had been . bestowed upon \ub 

yotithful mind in the Sunday school at St. John's. 

J , / .' /. ./iiiijjj/. 

*^ My father,** added he, " is a g:ood father to me." 

tlSpipy, thrice happy, the parent of such a, cWlJ! 

^ , , /•'•'ill .ji 

Poverty and sorrow had not chilled the current of 
'natural feelings iu his bosom. I cannot but digr^ 
Toir a moment to say, that the cultivation of natural 
affection, on evangelical principles, in the children of 
our poor, and pre-eminently towards their parentSj; ,is 
highly important. Every intelligent observer of human 
life nnist perceive, how greatly the absence or dimi- 
tiished force of that natural affection augments tbe 
sorrows of the children of poverty. . Recipro<^aL ten- 
derness, especially between those who, ii\ the lojifrost 
Sralks of life, are called to sustain together many gri- 
vatiohs, would lessen all their mutual sorrows, and in- 
<crease their few con^mon enjoyments. , i, , »fi« tuj 

ilicliard expressed much thankfulness fpi; hjfoXp- 
rresnmentr " t know, * said . he, " that Gpd ba%:^p- 
^aay^seiit'you to be, my friend, as he dail^.se^^f me 
btiie frien^d or another.^' He was 'about tp ,wit&dxa.W, 
fits if satisficKl witfii wliat be had received in recooi- 
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pense for ni3 labour, and too humble to r^ew h^ 
petition for a book. I £;ave him several small bppks 
"Suitable for his aee and station. He looked at them 
with great pleasure, thanked me, and again made for 
the door. I then took froip my pocket a small ^ew 
Testament, and said — " My boy, take that ; read it 
attentively with prayer to God, that he would instnict 
you yet more in its blessed truths. Never part with 

It. He looked at me with a countenance, the ex- 

'to n;/ ' • . . ' ' ' ' -» ^ * 

pression of which is still fresh in my remembrance. . 

rale as it naturally was from the weakness of his con- 

stitution, and from the hardships he had endured, it 

instantly was covered with a blush of gratitude and 

defight. His downcast eye was lighted up with more . 

^mkn usual brightness. He took the book; and, 

liaving warmly thanked me, added, ** Part with it I 

*lVo, never r 

1 i 'I < '  \ ' 

'A few minutes after he had left the parsonage, I 

' followed him, desirous to bestow on him a small pe- 

c'ttnlary gi/t, since, through his whole, conduct^ he had 

(ivmced a mind so free from sordid covetousness. Not 



V M.r ,'t\\.' 



but that the desire of money in him would ha^ve been 
jlistinable, for his appearance bespoke the poverty of 
his earthly portion, and he was, at the very time, pro- 
oabTy without a penny. I looked this way and that, 
'but could aot discover him: and I returned disap- 



100 v7% Mtfppem J%. 

IpokMfed towards my home, <}<9itiiildii»g4l^«lM%mil^ 
feot. bad; carried him /out of eig^U By fih^W^t miW^ 
are thoughtlessly apt to speak — '' Stt«h.cham^9 IffQ^- 
<diD||W' jobey"— I took a circuitoua p^h;thrQHg?¥^our 
eldtfch-yard, different from any I usually trci4. yfi^f^ 
Ifjjreadbbsd .tbe.Jofty and aged viUagje ..^)^i],)vj^^ 
.amUialL^ sheds tlpon.the sunouoding h^thit^tifipi^^^f 
the» ddad ita withered emblems aip^. i^^ieiif^ j^f 

finmaa frailty, I piermTed the boy 8eate4j.l)|^ii)vltJ^® 

ii6itok«; I A' shower .of rain was fafUpgj |mct >^f j|M(d 

isahg^ah^Uer under its spreading foliag^.^JIj^bilifk 

was towards me, so that he was not awar^ .pj^^pj.j^- 

pmadb till I reached his side. I wa9, i^lS^^tlf^ ^ 

diicoTeir his emi^yment while under covef, 0[qn^ ^e 

iriiin. He had drawn his New Testftme^^ /|9j()^jbia 

pocket, and was reading it with all,tbe,.j;;ijtyff}p^ s s 

6t one, who had been accustomed to read^.m^lf, )fiW^» 

•and inwardly digest its heavenly tmtl]^^,f^,,tl^e ^Xf^)j 

'food of his souL No miser co^ntiijig, oye^ jbi^ ^^S^> 

no discoTcrer of a hidden trej^su^e, c9Hl4,,ba^,^l;tj^en 

mofe ^grossed with his oj^ect, ap^ fxxoip^ ab^t^^g^ 

from all the vrorld beside* It was a, subject wj^i^^ ^ 

{fainter might have selected for bis pencil. , Mjuh^ pere 

tbja only mortal eyes which beheld it. F^ciof^ ^aj^fp 

itiraa doubtless witaessed with an approvipj^ ^ 



v^iid. the feelings of this youthful student of tjbe .jl\yi^e 



■i»»<>-AteWft'iftei^^#'aftW':tiife/ I '^ litm'Yettecfljgf His 

^dnd^^kkd^ jd^t^<^6i^6d krfbrmadiOTf (yf'^sHl^aboat 
^ditlW^liil^^^l^dt^eifsfed 'Wiih-liH a ftwr'knomBiift, 

"WbS'Bi^SP^^ " '^' -'■  ^' '''* '' '^^ '"^ '^'^^' 2'rfv/oi 8f?w 
^^ (Bi^^tefbuWt^^^ littte RididrA-phaiftliti 6iik dftfiun?- 

^ffifift!etl^t6^«i^ Wert itieAilihk^ trf Ve^liygj sanb ilie 

years. The communication of religious knowledge is 

p3 



{Mtiibd'^by ntitti^olti' dfMdralgttiii^pUi^tiaMil libiiaiimBs 
dUboiikUw, Mttng'Drotfi the]OomiiMiti^eonnif>ti693o££auq 
ftili^a-tittlUDe; a«d from iiie' «nldleB»>aiid3da^ei(fiii 
varieties of temper aiidacbtra^ter.' riieawalyiioirfdbiii) 
d imM tfMdiiyambibed than^lmiiiati) wuifeb«^ hetiaimit k 
Ismko^ eiNTobnter imd ovitMXMne > <tti6 1 pridb ^(^ibe ^pnir 
p»d{»duiticis) lof 'the- iiiatt,^' wbeirelaAJlth^s^^ikr^ioAnf 

pU^ ha(t»490^y4teHinc^&tiftesi4o?pttlieiitJ4>ets^ 
pjf^M^mi^^iMirjIimk^ ifibld^ arennieidiersNfi^^saot 
tbiAbteiu The^prtiiabijkiesit^^-eficiiligilhtt jnosfeJsatf 
{»onai|t'>attiitTtlif^ mDfftrlastihg/ g^odiioiidDfllifficiesdfjr 
jgfifat'^Oi »dlftt»a;ilhe /.beneydantrdaboitittr j^mcto^olbe 
%lUlcUeii of 'the ppfnrr.undcK tbeivario«;^iidiflc'6ar^io|fy 
^pXttfttDgy bndperplelxing icireaiiistai^eaiQfjiii8iea»^ 
fto^^wt; . ^^ Cast. thy btfead^ or.thjjr k£ei^;ikf^ihe 
^imiir^'indht shall be.&aod..aftcii txtmf-.dkf»k*) eiit 
illfigbt !8temaihop0k96<ex{isndiiiHreb£ilabbuj:w3a]iditBii9y 

JwaUttt oI'dniihuiid^tibiM ^.Buttjexpeiidjiceaaiod^iagfad 
i^k^ Bjrypti«aihlii6aiMli0aaitftje»peqt d liruitfoliiqLriieaC. 
i<Bc( tti^iVplattlQ' ifMiidi/vitiattedi intti4s<>ofi duidtflOMsofitdn 
if^eiii^to/^all th^o obetttitoctilr^^ilBUMl 'daikiteraotiD^ini- 
ofiM^^Jof^the J«rbn4l dbtteida^dxampieft, liiiay,fp^e»r 
^diPtM^otiii8i|ig^^ltii;/«irbUh tbd^MtithvtgtodljMtd 
of the kii^om of' heaven. Yet, though for many 



prcddioevddcfkfnMaaiieiOQixipetisikte fc^ij^i^ .H'^kboAft} 
finiibb^ibehic^caimtidiawiif^ which m]irer^en»in$iMA#i 
oiiaifehioh^fiMriiime.io:]^ierfex^ ; : ) v, '^nshr.M 

itKSfmitf>h^ tibotr labour .dtninnh l>keibunfe»io{bAl^i 
padkitaitdiegrc^iieniHy 4iite witinkiiwn'frGtni onr aobtfdv^ 

|Rlfamst:hefaluM4Db6^rvatk)aof^Qir4iiBt|'iielQ^ ^«|j^ 

fittabsTb^' childhaod^ will re^urto^ thi' ntenoryi ao^ 
9dlo§obr(tbe^fafeart,' of many a >¥aiide0Cff'4lifoiigbf.Ag( 
(Woi^io^oettange and «orxoir;> and^ seebndedb)r.tk9 
-«rers«ititnmingf stonns of a diftasirous^ lifo« 'mayite 
^dlifcifffedtital m the hand df^ God to the renoY^^ticd^ 
Jjhe cmftrti aaid tlie salFMion of hn aoal. Thedyiog 
tWart-ibffiioai'tiib. fiddof 'Waterloo^ trembling at the apr 
£j|^«bhki^)odia«£losai«8 tof a worlds ol which he bad 
JjCl)^gbtrtoo'>Ultle'|aiid tdo feebly' to let bite> a«l»rit 
.Mlhipfedb^aiii hdpe>:eode&TOOTbd^ bntiin rakpy lA f^Mn 
nhfioaBsidtiBk' i'ttto;;|>iB^r^' itttlinctoory eutqdiedt bidi 
-iwit^atimejjo£>ibe(«DUeol8 /ofitovto chilrcb^ wbioh^^ivlMa 
lau^^^yvand j&ikiBimdayisehiiQl;; be..bad,be^)ta^|^(|o 
Iiiiiidtot$ndiBiid(.jrppeat4 iIiiithe]laiiguag6::i»Cvj^|pM€kibe 
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breathed out the penitence and trembling hopes of his 
departing soul, and died in peace. 

Many pages in5;tii0jt^^oi(y $f (^^ charitable insti- 
tutions for the diffusion of heavenly knowledge, are 
illuminated by facts of this description, which seem to 
echo in the ears of benevolent persons : '' In the 
morning sow thy seed, and in the evening withhold 
not thm^ h^nd: for thou knowest not^vnetner shall 

prosper, either this or that, or wliether th«y DotH srSul 

*; y-} •'•-•j'i* '•'' ''■''*' ^i"^u Vui oi ^ H lo 

be aj ike good. 

-3?iJCJjl' iJT: s", .:> -.'•.'. i • . -;<■ ., ,1. []\n .h'i^haiAl&Q 
diti baju •: uv','j: ft '^^; ' /•.».-.. '^.i ucjm:-)' L;iI£ )il9ffi 
Jjju.; uj > 41 c>. •» '.. . .}  , >.ij. I. .» : J , (.{] t».i . if)ilw Joqa 
Aji^w if no* Cv '*  >> • J L 1., ^j'^v ^ • yx' >.t iljisdb llil 
c'»'' '-^ w 3^ '.a ;•- . . . ,' f.j I* 'i J • Y . M\i ojiii i9ia9 

,l>OVi-/. i\ [i'm: r^ y. :- - .'»'- > » a 1-' '-.ir.i U.iii boo^ b 
i-j*^'i ij i I, A.' • .-., ..:jii \ n: jj;:' v.m v. h. oil li)^ bn£ 



< » /■ 



-fj;:; £ u: o».Ij dcw jjiiij iiuJiiii^njv yifj liii rljiw boJe^v 
vJicqj.i UjinDJs io bfljJiia iiij no buO moil ii>^u9fc 

'•;,;fi iric>i\ niLflo ir>ii*c \^ oriJ nv/ob ^ruJJsI lol 
,>iool tid IV !\o'iezitui:n)n iBS'^v eid 9"»od sH 



•j ».•'»• • ' . "• ']* V 

'"«'"'>"'J'""''->THB PASTOR. 

SIB .OTi^i'--*!"/' .(:;i  '.I- . • . ;i 

ods nl " . . .  . , . )% 

f' You are going to the darkest comer of my dioceBe. 
and I, wi^sh yo\i abundant success/' said the bishop 

of H , to my* ^eat uncle, the Rev. J. B ^ ■. 

Darkmdeed, with the thickest shades of moral debase* 
ment and spiritual ignorance, my relative found the 
spot where he pitched his tent, and where it remamed 
till death took it down, and bade him go forth and 
enter into the joy of that Lord, to whom he was long 
a good and faithful servant. Many years revolved, 
and yet he saw no heavenly light break forth upon 
his pastoral charge. They came and went. They heard 
and talked of his message; and as he'' spOke the 
truth in love,'' they, with flew exceptions, regarded him 
with affection, and his name and character were in* 
vested with all the veneration that was due to a mes- 
senger from God on an errand of eternal import. 

For letting down the golden chain from high, 

He drew his audience upward to the sky; 

He bore his great commission in his look. 

But sweetly tempered awe, and soften'd all he spoke. 



1^ Tkt^^PbsidiK 

He {freach'd the joy« of hdMP^ik, iaiiik!'^ii^<bf^nv 

And warn'd the sinner with b€(<!K>.mil99)Z6altir.oI ^^'^^^ 

But on eternal mercy lov'd to dwf^U ,, v ,,j /I ,;i 

' He taught the Gospel rather than the law, ^ x.nibnii 

•And forc'd himself to drive, but lovM to draw." , 

y^t.had be long to mourn the apparent ihefRt^f^Sf 

his labours. On not one of his flock dM the'W6k'^^tii[' 

life descend with renovating power. He mighf'dilv^ 

beep.ad^nessed in the Words once spoken ia^EkelH^i 

x^uuii^i^l, 32. '' They come unto thee as the pto|]ller 

Cometh^ and they sit before thee as my people'; •'ittA^ 

they he^r thy words, but they will not do them r fb^ 

with their mouth they shew much love, but their iiea^t 

goeth after their covetousness. And, lot thou art tnit^ 

them, as a very lovely song of one that hath a pl<^a6%i&b 

voice^andcan play well on an instrument: fof'*ibe^ 

hear thy words, but they do them not." .i« ;, .t 

It was ^nter — and winter in its most rigid gitb^ 

The snow lay on all the neighbouring htUs* and moors) 

when some pastoral duty called Mr. B « > ■■■>', to tUd 

distance of s^v^al poiles from hii home, and he* tiad' 

to return after the short day had closed in^ Hte'W«y 

lay .across extensive . moors, w^rethe road» bem^ 

marked by.no elevpled.objeots, wsre coknrpUrt^ly'hid^ 

d^j^^,^4 every loothprint was apeedily obliterated by 

^p f^Jli^ and drifdug snow. Thfe nigHt was wldiH 

oi^t^^/^t^r, Xh^ cold wa# intense, and' the 'bleak- and 
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t^i^tingH^gi^i.li^iHBd fevirMly around him. He en- 
^ly lost his'^t^ack, and !b vain urged his horse sue 
cissively in several different directions, in hop^^of 
finding some habitation of man. After awUle . ihe 
keein and piercing air began severely and vitally to . 
s^eytj^iffl, and there seemed every probability, that, in 
^<^,d,i;^^r.i^id fearful solitude, his master was about to 
<^^^i[]ii home. He, however, felt no dread. His situa* 
tip,!^. ^wful as it was, awakened no terrors. The stbrm* 
2^^().4lbe darkness were all without. Within, all wa^ 
cf^jjj^ and light.. '* Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace" 
\y]|pse,'^nd is stayed on thee, because he trusteth in 
tfi/§e^*' > , Yet one thing there was which spread a tern- 
PQ^y.^loud over his soul. **How mysterious,'' he 
td^gjp^j, ^' ftr^ ^he ways of God with me his servant. 
^^i>i^ght me one hundred and fifty miles from my 
former abode, and has allowed me to spend many 
y^9M9t ii'^is reisrote comer as a minister of his Gospel. 
I J^(^l3bouEed ta set forth that Gospel in aH its sim- 
pH^i^ ploasftig not man but God. Yet have I seen 
]|Q>Jin|il ofiwy toikh' Tk^ my knowledge not one soul has 
l^^^p^litakonediaod brought to the Saviour, by my in"- 
slgl^ealality. < tNo><3fFele. of sinnei's, redeemed from^ 
tlli^.is^^pe, jrUl be .Biy .crown of rejoicing in the ^iii 
4^-b3ll»i8iSi<disp^ftajUen wkieh only the light of Go^s 
prFy^«n(^.jwUI..eKpladh, that i should thus spend my 
^ximglk^fdx DOiigbt and in vain^ and nbwbe^selitto 



take hU own course, endeavoured to place^'BMflblWflb 
HMi\k%:{^ tSaviour ^T Hfe or deaffi. 'IR^a^en- 
^ftbSgeA^^^itii Booh tlibugHts as' Watte* VittaB^Wfe 
*^cter l^(tliiir a i^W So^ri'to 8tand^WarS<> <W&, 
^Vfilti Wdd^tiy !i}i^ horse stopp^d^ hii on'gr^ii^'felK 
^KIrlk^3,^+oMiie darkness was so great that lier'cftiiili'Wt 
H^^iite liead'of bis Wast^lie found himself at' tfie'^door 

"'ol'U^'fam-house. The kfiid tenants*^' insfaiiiV'?^^ 

^¥^m their beds, and gare to the lost aild'tiilf-fffli^ 

-^smderer a cordii! welcome. ^' '" ' '- - *^^ ^* 

''^' 'By the tnorrow he was sufficiently i4corei?d Wii 

t%e effects of (he cold to regain his n6me, cleepljrnn- 

pressed by tlie erents' of ihepno^tii^^'iil^^'iA'd 

looking iipon liimself as miracufbntA^'TncM)) '{¥om 

\lkii'truetion, and bound by neW'&nid^'stti&^r bliKgatioAi 

'ib-'dcroteWs prolonged' life' to*" ffoliiS mSi^ZfL 

"'kkngdlai." Kor Mi U <(niiioiitm^ (^it'^ilimi. 

'^iodegreik tuid' gracious ^orpos^ f6^\^i*WM!^ 

%o«;< a^ i{<we^e; i^idH^^m l&l. ^dio'tm^^m.-^f^ 

^SqiieiHL 'ereuta 'sMwetl '^tli'e ^dn^iaeili^ ^'¥ii ^ 

': 'm^^tmM'i'Ai^ ifime. Wo' 6b^dj?«8b^ 

«rdngH '^"tB iW^tedge; «ydh'>A!r<Slf tte 



a^lHI ^S3W«,J%«»>f-«l8fi^.«^t the «4t»P<^ ,?f 

jnliB»:fraai bif mmistrT, |tn4-/9Qned«mQliiti9o t« 
j^i^^^^at nbsfsnoe perpet^« S)nt. San^aj^Jioir^Tjgl'y 
^j|^«^€»,ii^cl«ced them ^ iicGiQin{mnj' f ome wtorsjit 
jj^ifa^^uff^fWko expressed ,ai^ earnest desire, to hear 
^^j|^.i9J^lf(mJ]^ couldncyt endure to hear, Arriyed.^t 

Ibetloor, they were about to lenre their friends and re- 
Jjl^^jfiffi^ .i^itooQ ounpeU«d tbeqt tatdke rpfvfe in 
.fi^|Kun()>. .Tiw tempest (Ud-not relax, but.ratlKr 

lJi/HF"'f^.'" fT"yj (^"^ ^1^ '^17 OTO'C^:*'^ Qjqpoutioii to 
^ jt^^ RiriU, jduejr, were oljljjged to enter the sacied edifice, 
^jlgf^ wl»i<* tfcey,,8Qj,l,«ng'l^ tiimed ^^ ^vk?. 
itY^^TO. «Rtf W -•W<»?«?!<^ .J>»r.«*ject,..9i)e. ^hw- 

F*''.^^ l«Pfi^<^ mf9 hPW^,^^t}w,it;i^nj*,jj« 



irhaiv thfi]^ nteraedk driey^had i9r9otttac«^aj^er$: vctai^I 
mdiquotetioB* B«t beiiig stiUi jnon^^itauijjmreitifgf^ 
^bftdsdy 4l^:ihe<loetfMtet lliejr h^anipi oliiheBBOlifeidck 
fHttwUy'^if lMi«i«a natiifftt) thsneoteiitylofiBjBmnvlddV 
4Uf«rt;itthd of juMificatkMn by Hulhdil]^ iit<lhe AaJMB^ 
^wm xN^rafrom ft book iMriy difbmtA frvm Unfl 
A«yi potMiMd^ and whiob dwf scawMly mdvobsoi* 
^tiiJdttd^tiMMi. M « pieoe of fitmiUne^ mekLJhbinsgiwMi 
tMfiilj^ 4mt to be iiM)pe -kKiked at ^di«ii vo^ckp ths^ 
agi^Md to go^onee mora od theibBoiriiig^*8sbbiitb)sibiA 
JliakB' aiiothof tSott to 4MC0Tor bis iii|ipos^ i&d* 
konetliy^ Tbey prodded lihomsekeo witb^popSQ aiiB 
p^W^4 and, on libe retwm of tbo day: of r gBl ^ mt^ 
lloikd tbotiMakes m a poir convenient botbx&rdle«i(| 
ilfid for taking down Mieaioranda uiiieen. . Jf aoI^^mw 
^rafe.tfb adtnii«Me loxtuaiy; oody aa all bb^qnOlBlMipa 
lii^e pro o iao ly to bit purpoeei atid nottocy Mobafoavi^ 
bfe ^««i»stly reAamberod in-coftolKMatko^tf fhifMqfpi^ 
inanca and «tat»fnent«r'ka> w^i«ci(bMo»fcd4o anakb 
Wtct^tvf^aneesr^to abo'lAaoesOtt -lacnBdlnqatOrbBia 
j^^rAi^iio^b^iCcMttd^' Hii two daptjiodi abdiinm^ 
4l&i«| faaaiifm'iitttait QpoiT'theii^aalidpatia d M BW> m y^ 
id^iV^iiiOA a^imicetueii'Cf 4i8 dttedttraay^biidiiiotidjddiw, 
^cfa^4itiiiikift.«nrre€«a^y>sd^lba fiNrt> <b>^ b^ ioi igbt gfca^ 
,4iatiij^ lattd'OttdfiiMrOtti^tO'diar^'tiiaitfiabt^^ 
«i^<ittlfld^olUaiMi|pita(^|^<>tfifbtey^^1^ 



hftffiwpmthfkktnf'anMitkf andetpeetation^ to eoippllnt 
liUic)ii(ltoB'^itV^tfte' passages to which .IbsT'refeifred^^ 
sDioieRifliiRuai 4Bisiensinnsiit ana cQnittMO% loaji a(MI|' 
iBtoctaS, '>iH>tr tfa6 ' ndbEttilUliMss* of their puiov^-kM 
Mk orani tibsttrdity and- ignoraace. As .tbc^jr fVPP^ 
ceedad^rin ^dieir axambatioD, tbey gaatd iir: nro^ 
^pMoeineUiateaoh otha*; and, whea they faidh^lds4 
^vir ^iifilayineiiit; they cloeed the volaase -bi Brlmsf 
diflbntetHatAte a^mtnd fh>m that they wetrejarvsh^ 
tWy A|Moed it. They new ea^ thatil was m/^,mtitt\f 
ftft p8fl|BBB^ 'Wh0 4oiideioiiid tkem, but. the Xem^^ 
liaai^^^ r Ihat 4|v was not tiva^ pceaoher w)ia bMHighl 
guaaotoiiflici lebt of a staodardi i^eh asipastod^lha&i 
wfeldledlAiultiiiess» and who deooHObed batt?yiiviMa 
agaitast'Ugirafietlted mA iinpardoiied tmtiagrosaiaB, kfi^t 
«haflvosd:Df Ood; tlM it ^raa aot the praacbar «»iu»i 
tiiipla^ iheiUUao^ oCall other bopea^ and poiatod if 
Hm ^m Uha^only aefaga fiam Ae mathio oannPibiit 
Aai vOoapelb iif > Irafh^ Cowrmoed^ aahaiKadt^' eif4 
JHUnblbdi^ ithoy id>rewt d^mselvea npon. their Jti^f^^ 
aPMJawBd tfasiv swaadi^oraifce^iaiid implavad pisdoft 
andiliillittotilMirfrQia^abov^ ^ A daUyiaolai^iikflm^ 
ifi4KMi^ad^igR0wifir 4#i4<b q£ ^Aim net^asiliiMriaafitar 
tfiliw4kjriiMi^eA(faq4' ''ti^^i^^ JMmk 



i.iMdt.lhwjidevotiofutl .di^BfteasMHtr^ istic^ attrdctbdsitfie 

• j§]^pf Mil obaenraiat paatori^ who^ IHtetevfirpif^pthfut 

t)adPfW%nl of the iHone holy. <tSAe^ mis eVar«|paebfti|te 

i,fd,qpl^:lth«ufir»^.«ppe%mQctt.of (p^od^ an^^^tDbdhMh 

.1^91?^ liii-tbiy mmd in eompkte fetiii»t«)biUeq(i«stt 

i^plMcd^Mid Bitkopof souls. Thsp hmsvikeibamaai 

^fycj^hm dtyont aiH) aotiTe fittjt bringwp tetU^HiiMi 

).^lfeiiridUsio# thfl fhittt of right^sMimsSywbwJt-rf^^y 

4l«sf|» Qkisiitft.ih^ l^nmsodiclorjof Gbd.'>cO \o 

.ttiui9ftjluiothoc. Msic&sioRy Blr<« B '" i-^was p9piidht]ii||<oti 

)'11ie^ JiftlqreAnd necessity .of jregeneration^ oi^-Uif iftfvr 

& Uctk > . He Jekl ^vn the dbotrioe ,eleaiiyiiaii4i ob« 

:)ifeenlly'.aik.U is enfi»ced in tke Chrisliansirsteial^nhul 

o4lfsprihidtha dsngtfOiiSiiirsolicaleeiHiefBenDestsHeiQg 

i inm At: npinion, > that rcgeneralion is iii8npnirlbI|riooii- 

jutctod twidk thn rite of baptisas* He oxbqiftnd his 

ibmnos nol to iislitda thsmself en by a» jknagniakylse* 

cnrby^ derinsd from Ihe eeneliisiott^>tiintsfUnibe 

. ftfidfpL.reDOYatiani pC 4lieir aetases^lHid Men ^UmA 

jundor itke-ernten o£baptiBin;> bnt to» jadys liUUiiU 

^ilgpneni) qn ibbcir:^ifn^>oha8Qiqterialid etteitey ^«Mn*» 

jMniac 'teta:iJ#lii£the jnquisitivfiis nC tbeinir mfl Hie 

.Jtemilftrifif 10)^.6090^ >^ . •, . / - — a .il/l 

A respectable female present was so.ihigUf)nf- 

tiwd^^by ilihs.MdiseqqvB<|,> ABt," ;oti> vf^ftaAug^ Uie 

,tbseslioUI&:ibeitaaiil>4e laifrieirtii '*^Wb(Ml t%|f^«N^<Of 



^dtoliJMi^diDpftdfrltttnrai^l Teiliai^'ditft, iMlbii^jbip- 
erftizM^JtittuBti^jkbe'boiiiagtttii; or I eaiiiict^^iiti^tiie 
iuMiiga^vor G6d1 Ner^^ll I go to^ hdtr iii<$b 4dc- 
ottfulcteiigAim^^ Like'Nannaiiofoid, sh^'^ttirtied^d 
d^mitasta^ai ulrag^'^Kfrdm thcf ^iiii»ter of 'tfie !!idi^, 
i^tAp^esUd'h^t tv ooe^ tmd ttoc one the s^ ip^itSRc 
Itonndj^fbnml tad; ^ih. 'For^^ fcra]^ fetiiieSsM'161^- 
f(4liiHid!]Mil molntion; - >Bat' beiiijf xma yfth iHf'dle^y 

of God, [nh^ ^mofl[t'>ft > c a![«fctB <yt^omid?iMg^' ife^^t— 

t4Qi ^d'^Q'^iier ineliimfioii;''«ld'^q«itrdi^''pli<te/)^e 
-deeiiinanvtmEed9y^ae»t - In VainAei^ttotii to <til«ii a 
bite^fieiie^4lic}'''Toidi3':Df the/presDAiere' Themisipei||ie 
j^nliiwliiliiiir npr^ thr mdraidicr/sMisd) tvliJbai^ii^^e 
-niiior^Idlia^from'liit-lipr^liaiifen^ her«^l^#h«Mf^r 
%U fcMi^Ao^iiiandcerdnitii Ude it8«il^ tiff «t ka^lttr 
'WMBiBptaAm ifteavieatec^' facfr iKftf-cbUfidenasiii^ 
»illf4lfpitMtLQnc 98t8^«halMia and^diitBffae4, civile 
iiHy«U toi«biHtenbftt^«ad$«Ac»tgW^ ttdfidqUnig. 
UHHftfti d««ibilcDi sfafti bpoaitte.s#ainnl{f MftacUd «it)ihe 
-MBi8|ii^,eldbkA>iiHid«*pBtvibudf (Btli^ np Ifcrwghtfy 
^ Onr 4«iEtfti^' iMKljwA^'lpBg 9diBthigtti§iflBA 9Mm% 

• Mr. B ^8 people, for her etelrf(y^ isdlighlaiedi'Uid 

4i<ti^feljkfty>a '^r.'» ».^ "■-■;• ^'r^-:.'?  . '^-q«^?' > 
<»([iT^«)M»^ffierfaap8/cblaMyappeai^>si]i|f*la^^^ 
}l|imi#Q»s} dNiV/a ^intoiaithe •itiMM«illirl'A«444, 



hU^bffffi^'Mi he ah^ld^dfelkb 6bJ^^^'ffiei«6''^ 
MiQlminitkmt ibrthef Alrhi^tf/firy an'^^if^M^ 
tiMM^M^erMc^ of hift 'prdtid^ti^e^ib l^M^Mik^^yi^ 
iiita^CI1^'Jw6rtd'fd accompluih/' Th^f^dy^^tokXffite 
ieili^^ 'df ^1i^uin))tidti to i^p^dittAA hHrOSti^ii 
hxAtUAtmtJb beKete^ tjbat di^ dbkie' 'o^iii6tedge 
should be exerted on oeMubni, in 'iMtif'Mk^^i'^U 
trivial. But a day will dawn» and pour so strong a 
light upon the secret arrangements and designs of pro- 
vidence, and upon the visible course of human affairs^ 
that all the works and ways of Qod, and all the events 
of time, will be seen to form one harmonious and 
closely connected series^ all conspiring and tending to 
the manifestation of the glory of God in the comple- 
tion of his purposQii^f. mercy through Christ by the 
GospeL All are parts of one great scheme. Men of 
the world are not sensible of this. Their spiritual 
judgment is so vitiated, that they estimate the com- 
parative importance of things as children judge of the 
magnitude and distance of the heavenly bodies. They 
know not the worth of the soul, the value of redemption 
by the blood of Christ, nor the full consequences 
of a sinner's conversion unto God. They see not in 
the simple and faithful discharge of the ministerial 
office the movements of 4in engine sufficiently potent 



^VS,>m9^ns'^H^T^W^» *at, m the sigU^^Q^plliA 
^ftPibWMiflPlrita ¥bp dwcU i« the bi^^tiqiH»^U»r 

%9^W»S iW^ ^FW&i is of weightier mfif^ Shmsbi^l 
gSS^B^MjOfj^jpgdom^ ^allft«>»syjdwi?gs4jwd 

27/19 /i» ^i-' ' f  I  ;.• . :;,.-,v i; /: y,>2)-v^ ^Jj ii'i: j/i.\t 
oi :2"i^i'i'-^- \\  ••.1 ti '."■.. .'V ,H !•).<.'; •■ ij^.'iV':) t/j^'-^*-- 

sJ.t yd je..'.'U i'>;': 'fiftiiiisajajsijfcttr" •• "■'' "'*'• ^-^^ "-'-*• 

iijujiiia? ibriT .^Li' \v • .-w .•:• - j ■■« ..u" i-* v^ a.n 

9i(j "10 frjhijj noThii.'ij i-T. f^jiM-' '»• :i.'Ks;j^" qmi oviJr.ii^q 

flohqfn?h.n lovu:'^)/ e <.' ,/..'"? hil' m; ijricw «-;ii joa woiiil 
89Daoi'p03tiou \'-S] eri* :/: ^j/npCi ^0 j^.v:.[d o^ij ^d 
ni Jon 002 \^':?ii 5 .} i,' 0:0.0 '-c-f-r'^/NO /'c^M'^nic^ b "tj 
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THE DYtNG ••Dfefst;"-''''!'"-^''^- 

* •  • <• ■• 

... !' Yo Oil noi^'.7 

JM[a. Rtt— ^ was a geodcman of swalljgat flj^^f^jjfr 
i^ine^ Fho resided for a d»(Nt.tiaie,w{i|||(^m{^ 
.of..flynttrt^'. His time was. chie% speiil»ii^|i|^ bW- 
^p|s^, ^ftsqienjcft and philosophy. .Il^|;ii^ihf^$n[r 
^;^ befpfe him a^pipiv Yolwf»4n,pqiiHMWi^ 
JP^^'^i??^ F%*^ bem^ver fdt weaciness* Jj[i&j|ff^Qn^ 
^a^oy.fr?,.:«?;as npt disfigured byped^teytpj^^j^t^t 
^^. ^^PjT^^ in xh^ ^pq.i4sitioii of knowledRj) Mi^ 
?8pl(^pt^ ;tbe M(;s by which esteem and ioegdiypgHf 
j^rp^red a^ prfservedt Unhappilj^ bpy^iffitB^ 
4i:ew a^gitimate concJusipua ftqm the^ati^^j^fu ^ 

{i| his favpmite Tolui»»«.:iUld».4i|nsted,^ostef4i$^^''iRl 
^mf4. by,th« ligbt^ jt. aff9rd«d^ he,:y)eii(ui;^^Bi^ 

as, therefore, destitute of the authority it ^f^]]}f^^i^ 

unfold»4,ali ,the.dy,ul?t8,yhLcl^ .fi^diJ^.^t^,^ i^/fffgi 
%4».5>f '?fi<i«l'«yMan4. wi>s rarer .^urBJfth^jJ ?/|^rfK8ffo 
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VTouId insist on the irreconcilableness of the scheme of 

redemption, rjp^^j^Pfrn, 91,^1^ ^crijpt^ with the 

majesty of the Eternak He would ascend with the 

Psalmist to the very s mm i ^t tif his adoring admiratioir^ 

when he exclaimed, *' The Lord is high above aH 

i$iaS^i,^Mfttacl bU gldry above the heavens;^' 1btit a 

%i:itti^^*ttiiiij!]ity Wi&held htm from adding, ««Wb6 m 

iW^ ^6" the Lord t>ur Ood^ who dwelleth dn high; 

%lH^biin^Mf^ himself to behold the things thkt a^ in 

li^Mi'sM itt^esirdi f He would often say, ^ i nev^r 

^i^MOlMi^^self to Aink, that the mighty' Be%,iMrtiib 

tf ^(kiHttpiM vm sdsttdning and govetnbg nhnumber(^a 

%rt>ridk, oan condescend to take a mtiinte notice oftbA 

U^'lay- puny interests ; or that he can, withoHt^e^ 

dideatfii^lilRiself, oipen his ear to my petStions, niuclk 

KlA ttftt^hfc'can be swayed by^my intreaties, to in^part 

tSe g^d'f 'wdAt, and which his essential benevolenC^ 

4i^d'^Alspose' bim gratuitously and unsolicited i^ 

B4it^,^dHb iVert the evils I feat, which may forin a 

tob liUffiiiiies^tety part ist the sdieme of his geherd 

J*iVeriitiieiit^^^'^"-.^  " ' '-"'; ^';^ 

'^>?lig''^^ASus <>f Ifi^deilty which possessed his ^uVj 

k^-^Wis^Hi&1/ perverted his understandings tliat ne 

m^ ihlJst'l^Vot^ptly have assented' to' the ?oIt^owmg 

iii^lih^'t^ bf''th^ school into which U had entered 

-^aeh^a^KiMlilcf pMon of the Universe as ours', coulif 

ni^er 'iiHS%M fe'obj^ct of'Wch high and tfialm^ 



J 



GM^ovldnot ii«re iiMotfart«d!hhBMlfiiAadieifl«lS 
fi»^jths>itifarttttcm of so- p»ltiy ^rworldi IfEWiniGflMMtf 
oflmoirh^ccntintBl. woiddyne^rfinrixREvfe Tn^moitia^ 
9MfMf wii lay aside, the splmidoar. tif^tc^yatofV^iadS 
Sidi^t iiimaelf for manibB and |br 7car^>ftianp^aa^ 
iflidjpcnrerty,. and fierseculioii ; and takenprlhUiaUdJ 
iA(fdlfiQ 1901911 islet of' hU dorohiioosf which^i^hoagfr 
«iaUot9i^d/by an eartbqittdce, could* noiHb^itntslKil 
wMtbe^cmaof ao iride an empire : and^jdltUst^ 
iiij;ai»itterlp9t affeoliotBa of a few famffiev.tqpanlUii 
aiyiffiMfW Aod aekher woidd ihe eteRiaUSbaafiChido^ 
hbifAtck ftevealed to m.aabanog made eJ&iwkAifif^ 
aiidi«»)]wldiiif . an eiitpire» anid tbe aplBBddiitsoii# 
iMA^Mm^dbe tfiaft w nberit ia dhaAdqniiMgiM 
flomeat; neilliev would he-strip liMsdfoflthe ^ia^ 
had widi the Katb«» before the world waa^ anddigfat Inii 
lUa lower BoeD09.ft>r Iheftorpeso impotbd^oilpia iia* 
fteNewTestanent^- Impeaniblei^'thajtrtlie cotieefsaUif 
tUajpoiqr baU;.wUdli iAata itai liilddrrafcmd»8faa(Wii9«i% 
inifinity of larger wovlda, diould lie df aiic1iimigh^<»fci^ 
iff«MlUi| : 4be. 4ilaiia « of Uhei £yrnah ) t or iaboddJ bar^ 
gii[eii(bislkm>beaire& tooao ,viOiiderftil(flt)minMHieffl$dd 
t]NeSitoo£<iodputtiasr'/(mitbe fiMrmiof Joui* degnliild' 
spbciea^ andi SG$oikrniDg^aAM»^ns v«iidcbhfbilq;{tiriHlL 
oniiiafifimtiei^aftd'CODvamg <te wliok^aeB^ 
tNMMyjr Iha^ltignto jfad agoniea^ a;;qmelmiafftj(i;ddaoi&^^ 



fUlHihBcfits^idrtlUflnlfiDMoiiractf )oii Hie Cliriitt!a»i Rke^ 
Ulian^^e#ed iii- oonfleetibn with the modtem lA^ 
%Nhomjri^ has'imt' oreatisd ideal objectotS' 'to/tBi^ 
Chi!i8^iKvystdiii;'ii6r"raMy tipenttlie etierrgiea'Cf ^ 
ClfaiA(]iailid'Bi-'^{>pliii^ vkh imaginaiy diffidtikJMt' 
bbihlmUliihfrre^&eiilled in as opportunity of ftaichfg 
1i^0ffdi9douiw&s'berorahim> widi a «atiglriiio >ho^' 
itttigiitii^f would have affbrxfed eome aacred 4lw 
fer shte flexibrication fttoni those labyvb^fl'Cf 'a^fete 
pkflonq^yt^iDto^htch he had plunged, and^thairijiv 
wetiidJhaare seeA diat hig argumeoits ** go io eispAffB 
^sgbMietitto hbm the character of Qod ;" of thai Ofo6^ 
%liosttjbbiBg he acknowledged, and on whoae «tti«« 
btttfk^ienphs&fiaed to dwdl m meffable wonder ^anJA' 
vsi^makfii^ \ ^Por ** the more we- know of natvfe, 8h«uld< 
uotJiriQihiifs^tfae'ldftier conceptions of Him, Who liiv 
isi high 'aMloijty^ Of er the <Jonoern8 of somAeft^i 
toivsraefli^') J^wolfld ha?e pointed out to htnr'tlia 
p a a ^ lg Bi ph s^ nhicbli bulijoHi« for Ihe sake of wy'iiniA 
wtesjorhiindsl'tfan^litl^te irbloilae .niaycicd}^ luid Miolmft^A 
1ms(blite[)lfad into: iimibtrierfdts^iaiidsahpuodkiilf alfoiiM' 
ih^tncdwatefaedihistinisttigeiiteey^ as lss'l[>enidlrd')then^ 
^jSTii^I looktafaraal on.thetwDndroqa^^acifeiie itttiiit4i> 
iil H uitk lyi ialyl ^Aibre - ana^ , iBouir, qse ^fithelt ad •every dif^' 
lODtion^iildaiasaeirieiif thi» inae&nfrktei'futdiuaMariad' 
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garniture by which it is ^oimtXi ^aad'Oli aif'ibt pnlMlf 



of "iesign aiid of 1)eWvoience'i^icSI^idbt*irf^^ 
and thinks that the same G<^w&o1uSlA-ibaiifl^ 
with its every system, m the hoUoW it fiikfiSiB^^im* 
ciis every flower, and gives taonrislitieBt t6 a ii 11^ TUfc^ 
qI* grass, and actuates the movements of eir^ry^HMii^ 
tiling, and is not disabled, by the weight of In^fsAtt^ 
caresy from enriching the humble departmeift ofiiiAHl 
t occupy, with charms aiid acoomitioda^ow tf^ttif 
most unbounded variety, — then, surely, i^ a ine^s^jgc^ 
blearing every mark of authenticity, should jMf<^' Hi 
come to me from God, and inform me of Ui te^^ 
dbijogs for the happiness of our spedes, it is noifdr W^ 
in the face of all this evidence, to reject it aa"a tA 
of imposture, because astronomers have told nfe/ ml 
he has so many other worlds and other Ord^* oS 
beings to attend to ; and, when I think iSaX it wer^ '& 
deposition of him from his supretnacy dver ther^^teii^* 
tures he has formed, should a shighs sparnHr iUl (^ 
the ^bund without his appointmeat, fKea let aciehc^ 
knd sophistry try to cheat' i&e c^ liify coiblbif at ftkk^ 
ihay— I Will not liet go the aiicbd' of thyicbi^fideflce^a 
God — I will not be afraid, for I am of more'ii8ttetfai& 
many uparrows.* ' ' ' • * 

*^fhe thing is inc(mceivable^^^ ua, i^liose ii&tiS»iak 
so easily districted l>y i niimlieroftitsects; aftd'ihli 
\m (he aecret principle of the irfable lafldMi^ I tetti^nr 



^^^^f5S?^»fli9&?^^W^^-^- clothe him. in the impot^cy^ 
VSiiMW%*:?^J?^*K«^^ ^ ^« wonderful fiiiod; 
^i^^tSIW^^''^ ' ^ ^'^^ *^^*^ faculties. When we 
WbiV^Plf^^!??!^^ ^^^ l>« H^ mHlioiMk of Worl(i$ 
^t^Al^r'^^^,'^-^^^^ :^^^' in one. direction, to the 
riiMii^ ^'^t fihyagby,, wq tajce «wa^ from them ia' 
y8flftfiV%j^W^g»- «^^^^ch o( these worlds x^ust be 
Igi^ #5''*.'fTO??rf^C^J' .Tlie use that,,we make of sl 
dj^^${3[9<.w^b «bO\|ld heighten our every conception 
^ gli^ ^pui, hui9])le us into the ^entiment^j that a Being^ 
f ^'f9!9}^ Ix^aleriQUS, elevf^tion it to 41s un&thomable, is 
t^.^i^j<^|i4dgfinen^ oter.hini, aye, and to pronounce 
igg^j^a^u^ment a^, degcadeg. him, ,and keej^s )um 
^fffn.ffi ihe. s^ndard of o«r own palti^y imaglnatioi^ I 
^^l^neaiitrodaced by modern science to a multitiKlQ 
ffjf^rjw^^ ^d of] Q^her systems ; and the perverse 
4*!WKfl$^fifyA ff?"PM^ upon thjs facty. that Ood '€cm 
' ^%lf ^te%* M: Ws; pow<^r i^id of his goodness 
^.m-ii^Sk ?r^»f»^0^'Pf:i^^rW&, fis,, tijat ,he cannot^ 
f5/»"ftWk'i^«'o^«' SP i^.UjC^IJQpdaesspnp^of fhos^ 

The microscope was Mr. R *« ^co^tAl^t .^conb- 



R 



" ^J 



?8? ^^^j^mP^^ 

%ow a beftift of %lit¥t0'Hiff.iiii)Bbd/v^4^;«||^ ^jiy 

idd doubtt. It, inigM We jt£a(^ JA^Hf^ ,{i<«> 
Wnnteness, hpwtw ihiTint«0|a,J*jBi^j^8o!^^ 

^ll^/ andth«t, therefore, hfe taraly«4 ^j^ J)^ 
&|R^t^d tonhappbcw, ty >«femng^ t^0;^^|^^^ 
>^t4)f^i)^ divine sttentiba, and/th^oip^^qqy^ 
fitj^iji^ nesponsiWlity. . . : .,^:^ ^^, 

^ , y^t ««re there not waatipg liaurs^ wliefi hij^^g^fi^ 
neened siopaei^at lOpen to coailctien, agiiiM^:if^f^ 
4m aCWh, if he cotild ha^ve «e^i.itm aUittJbMBfii^ 
iAg^. Nor ;^M he ^thout a kiad a^til^Lfrjeii^ tp^fiyl 
ills u|(2^lrie8. OCten ^ he ^ th»l feien^ ^ofi!^ 
%S«ther jn close arg«m«lit, .till tbey iQii||l(^ A^Jf;^ 
jaiid Hr. R-—. would *ay,— *' I "V^ j^r^ ij^r^dji^iif 
% h!^4 tfapm, to believe Wjo* "doi 1?»t: J^f^k^ lo- 

. «|^ii^,M .^^tablilibed que 9€ ^^ J^P^i^^nft^ 
-Ms ^dL and wae n^y^r ferct^h* t^.flurR^ 



fOi fimim^'Aijt'-i^i^ cdtpMly neglected by'luB' 
fn^hilii, • 88' '^t'> Mmaiai wati left to Ivxiviate W 4 

^n, Mft wMtrb m»SrpeAespA, tktow 908le light up<d^ 
^^y^ ^o^qiy. Iiitoipjf of hi» ii{>o«taDy frbn tlte jimcipT^s 

'facJ^y^^Jeen^tiaBfid. Twooftbe'famiry/of^c^l^ 
"^^^ItqIWI;^ Wft one, Wheif boys, having pnjcur^d al^'a,. 
^aW^^AW tt 4 long; strings dontriTed Co tbrow timio 
itkeMdil o( a ^mall teUgioiis ii^semblfy, ia'tlieir wfite 

itittit) of QoAr Can w« w6iMler^ if a heart so (^aS6u9r< 
;tt:lfei i;kh&»feat.perio(}f wa^ nev^ aliet iol^aWi oif, 
'^(Mi k fbkidao: tfufly famili^ial^d to luch hlirvjai1liqr 
t]^lU^:^ilir after adiftittad tihe/Scri^ra l#ttiiDfi(D%' 
<ikdi6erAii%^dtat SfrTk>ar> ^bom/iA the very mtiri^gi^f 
-hs'eadstttieef, hte bleusphenoudy rejected ? : ^ 

"'r' I^'diis ^kil for a sokdO(Hi aii& ^Qti^ap c4ul^ 
'fkj^Q^e/^i^adbmv to' tfii«n»' at tU very offi^ri^ af 
-ibxti^6ii&§dt^M^^ th6i&ghvii«d dSnlis^lieai Wi 

liiW;? iittfci^lieliily trelit4 :^e holy' t»iii' b%sil4i 
'>^996^iM'j9f>eB^Ibii^^ ' Aft <^l3^wro'nne^ 
'eb&!jr tMtkg:^10v!t# the higl^atid A^uttiiUtgii Of (1^ 
' and tife'^^oid, of heayeA ahd^bdl^ tikkf pei^r be t^rok^ 

oflT; buty on the . contrary, may be rivetC^H upon, the 
^ stitil aiif t&e^iihaoklei; ofthe cWins d'dafkn^^B; W the 



^k lUs^^i^t. 




> « t6 :btf : ^kMA «|f adnst him retami iiHl^ tbr^nmifieo/l^o is 
Vdvt^^fpb;^ j^tonaftj or eiitirad hy'pohf pr inpeBfidrfty 
i tfab iipifft'^ianlkpdse inthia Ae polftffctrofo^t'^cLntr:; 

cUfdf^bUgfat^elioiir, 'whes; he fiaahtrAe^l^Miydi^o 
lqfrQ[)ii;waihM ffasifti known ». and Fefsneto^ fffidk4^^ 
at2iftjjfi«);^:^];iptar«i, ahd by tbcm li|k» bcsnaM^fifite 
oolnC^iiabi^atibii ItSeattci^ng bleMii^r aft^lusLgfirir^fry 

his examplfosUurii]^ tr^brigliter. »drUft^}t titeaUt ail 
.^"Ofl^iim^iltc I6f the it^oth he lonmjaDd helieveirr-iMcor- 

r^ted%'^d8perfty, and tmdiaoiayficl by^^Awsifi^; 
^^i^i^S>hy (Ttfe^vv^M)^ aiMl:^sot>iiiiskd>fayi«eit«^9 
.^ftlM^^a ^silM^ ha ^Ihrea ^md dfeiHn paBce«.jnG$9- 
8tf^ ^kh Iris %»id; the'^fitiid 3»iits>i0£oMriiift-&iHr, 
^^^^ifiOftfiialifigariii^ aad ihsidionrcoikiplhiiit' biroi^tSo 
'^iiisvgr^^ in- the 4ioaQA^cbayiK>f iife.H M]|{tBt99^dM£lf- 
^i^'iiiMtttdc t(>;fo' called Into hiiad^ 

9(^itefldhaiAdftQia)f5.h'lft imi >t& wiiiiQsr^4)erf«iidalad»al^ 
oi^chi^diU^^ai^'lS^^'dver^e IptAfpmw^i ^Wbhilm^ 
^4fbisUl%tfa^piiMl itir^hieei^s dlotelspeaai^ ^llf- 

,i&]ilftlklidlkl$fTwliiehikibda/nd)ooai^^ lU^ ^^rft 

Where should the, living, weeping p er hi^ woes u 
The dying, trembling at the awful close ; ^ 



birpfdhey ieiitcmeT or. to ;ihftj|dbn:tai&ittiiift)pi)if 
9lte9Mio,iw>4oDg«RiBii9taiaaihy .^et teo]^ 

-looMt, X»^*'^^'$rm l]^uii9'OH:4iii bed 'in: gidM^tflU^tcp.* 
r^{liaP4i(M\ie6nediMifbqtl^ cDlIfttod,: tli9iigii ilt^Pf- 
<:tetl0ta9i^d()aQniitiiotted.]iQ wiiyie^or i^iicidit^ la JUs 

c^«ttdriiitUfieiir:toifc*fitef(4«c«, ^^We he took onlbis* 
oait|0ioi0 lu|fly,(iift Biiglit be led io •<Htte\ imfiiEed 
-|KM|B^^flith|elL te itaight ejaocfAfifiiily a^pigp lo.^ 
•toODideiieiivofi^liefid^iig )ieq>tic<: He/liiHMiifimidvd 
gWdig|)e^ di # Hii, I m l m i yj i ^ ^^n»g th«^ y<^lM^ lit» Jye 
^)MiiMkta:ti|htri#aHAn4^ Becemie flbe^i^ii^ielrfiJbiiMtlie 

they aU mlg^bt4MndbHB)i6K}4.iwjKiiHlii9^np^ 
but Jied ttleas^i^ ia iBtrig^bt^ouftneffi.*' He wan «f t 
disposed tpjtii^^^ Bi^e wU^. tb^ eBthusisisti^ i^- 

P«wtitifii|,ifd^.Y^icl^,^<^^^^ H;;, |)§f ^; was 

staitM«ad.iiftftct4il^<)V tJbieijirenMei^^PY^S;)^ 
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spectacle before aim, as being an awml accompfish- 
meat of its fearfbl prophafiyw* -That predictiye declara- 
tton so engrossed his thoughts, that, for a few minutes, 
Kfi^p(>6(ir0d lost in tstt^bH^p^ti^etiPf: '^ lldiis^Iitm- 
tfiHi hdw^FfBT, fl^om the Aspi^Mk)!! Wa^i<^tli^0«lfr4^ 
s^Mug^, and by Wttf ^f iMrtnifeeing; Mlk^mm»^i3fA 
vAUkm expiring friend, hef reqife^ed MVi R-a^a:^ 
fti^fCVd atk KwA this question t-^*^ My ^efekt'^)«^ih^,4R6 
yiti ^et pray ?"' He dnfy replied, <* Do^dt ««»^JttK>,'? 
kAd ^hen rdttp^ed lAlo his f&mer W^titk. 'Pm^ii%^ 
«Uffid!^tf^ :dlsedukging ; but tb^ der^yt^^^iidd^ 
Uriother attempt. At his request, Mrs*/ IW-.^' k^o^ 
'^tiid her partner had tainted wH^ fai(^t>%it ^riifc^^^, 
mt #Ky>se tieatis no% betmyed" 'iMrm^mihncf^^il^ 
pHietM'lhe dytn^ tnati^ and, lA tt ikM^ Mai^^^-cl^ 
a' tretoufous vbiee, ft^ked^ '*Mf d^aPlfo<A)^#^^HiiV« 
y<n^ ^ify^ hope ?** He tetumed thb >^H^m¥ diiS^M^* i» 
b^fW^'; '^Bb kfotteaiseiiiie/' 'Nffftbii^ 
^itJi^^flToai him. >*«He di^,' abd Indda'^y lAgo^ 
"My\mv^Mdt&' et sI^ples#'^ilW,^%ilK'l^%iM 
m^^WdP c6nffietitlg* aii^li''%t^%Ml^ai^'>httd»i»^ 
%«ised,>'aM 'bf VVdy'^k^tiid^' W the^^flfe^ #hi«li 

Aaftf^fAWat 9«vftydr/ i^<y i^-tW 1»^ >te^«)^r^if^ 
"^cUoto of the dying and the dead, whe sie^ ^blMi^ ' 



Jft*i£M!99li9iM?%Bd^i^pr<ted* by the^aareh^rof 4i«4irt$4 

8pD9^^jBM9 tutteiQd or, pemied by men wtm^ie,^ ,th^ 

jvptr^QoilBr of hiunaii temeaity, ^04* who bfti^; 9^oire4 

4b9PSQliiKC9 i^heistft, I should wUhdifllcuky^rbi^ilgHt 

t^Q}$^iexey that' such, a a^timeot Goulds e^eiu ;i^^a 

49ipk49ta % firia Qoaviotioa in tha mmd^f.^y^ationa,! 

Jl^ag>v^irQ«f^ilQWy.yaar% indeed, I thou^t^t-i^ i^Vf 

99;9^bt^,ntbat,: wera Iito.earry^und tb&proppsi^on, 

|bdt)^iw«(fii.^iQad» toreTery.iqhabiUnV of omr eaid^» 

^^Ib^ihbe'im^rt&^l^si^ of4hose!deatlilyrahadeg,.wbiare 

4heilftiiii» ^f^t^jcal .$aience iind.of moFal trqth skada- no 

tew :^^^vPuV/alJ, ita.kwtc^^: \ ^v^i^rw^ ^^Wrp'^- 
*%f»^ 4«RJwUr4AoVi^r,.ftq^«a^tfl^a^|^U,m^3W4 

.empty name. 



988 Tk8€atfyig^^m$ds^\Aihdill. 

: 'B4t trintbefr sboaUividKreoti^DA^Ijltapt iia^ oditman 
tWttfttl<mtlr«'feUaw4tt0rlal,twbb hasifHmftpgjybiytltB 

la0IiiMA Umaelf vri|h/roctse4|i«i^tbii fa«r«ioi9«( dsMIV, 

%i^ ebtihigd^ tp iftfce M# «tMidi4im«(to»i«iii*lofottr 
J^M^I^viMiB ^<foe«tton(.luid ftMJpailyiBiilli'HiliMii- 
"il^lr <^ «iter '/Thiii It M Ck>d«?? <* shdfr Iwnnit 
4te iriN ^mk* ttatti^ ^of^riMtMktt .irteondi «^ 

'ftj^ice l^amnii^;«t a cartatnty^ ao nttiii«dHi^€U[dte 
l«a<igta<rf'jUL^Iire»»gaahymg<iMiP€iiir,a ;B«lil4Jimdd 
^itb^ gM^lar laadide^A diacover tba rtijartoOari^ ttaiirii 
inlii^'liooifr-'widlad' stodbf af<tiie laaa^ .<ifcq; uiUmnlfc 
naeaia' of a phUoatft)liay, ^ouaaafa jtelpttawaft t^aaj^r 
'a^iittl true mrfmai Proadiafitba<(t^t^ftaivi^ 
^'^abttti ibtdtetttalaiDpIra^ ittiA w k^y mmd tpb^il^A 
*te, iitaa^at that liis'^]»)c«a p«l6liatb^%axtt»lnia«i 

bamoal contienpt for the vulgatbiateflw^a wliu>y-ji|r 
^^< |M»^ fllkMA^^Iiie M^o^s^df iiauMiid^intfSat, 
^iMeed, k U4iMiilaiiiM^ l^«g«^ #:hBpl i <gM af tha iiihaae 
% lifto^ aa4 Tlhe<«oi«lir^4h»iuiaa iaiJ tlfe^;ailit^faa- 
^<i^.8 by ^^bM^' a^ taa»taanUk'^l«in^ 
JnteUigaoce^^ihaL can tawnr^rtiat fhrnfLJajait iiod* 

What^uoea and; wkatJiidits.aici j:eaui8iteJuciAtaAittaia« 



nnenttl^o Aijicpilteliigeitoe^&i^iUiiiiB tte tnfcjHatUiUftes 
9)tiMuatfii:m}AU;&d (GodJlfrdeniBd:: (FiDr^.iutlmidiir 
^nMii liri xinniiriifTiriiitj] i' mi^nn be>i».'at)tU9.'moiq(BMb^ 

oniy^bv iKsom^ fhiit& maaffeatetiontiB of a'>Dcil|utlir. 
.iHHflli iveirkB. would: be overpowered.:: Ifba doemM^ 
sidhl^faHidisoliild^ iNr«r^ agent in the vnivflrtov' Aontkne* 
-Anlcbtiidfer i»t kncm^.^ayobe God. - ICbo ^nok 
M^iMfiilliii diinf ngnnt bi. the iimv«rie» wdrd^^Bv^ 
^IsHiwf iMn«; is SD, that wfaicb^isisov nmjlM Qf>d.h.ii 
-ks ia^iBot i».^soIute.pos«aimcm of.all ilt$t fMp^iti^niB 
lAitt^enititvta vnivenal truth, the one iPhiiph^htwanW 
€dtaij>b6>£tetti&erei«.aQod. If^he ceonot tri^.«»h 
btkaaH^ ^M%n ike.:emm of a&ljhat herjf>ere$iYOP[.40 
x0Ni^ tfaaftoanaeiiiia^be^arQofl.'vJf hedats.iii»ti kbom 
diitmiiMog^M^kM&<lke» d^teo/iditWiaUoe^ta^Ue 
ijMrM4bibi«B^Milt aomirtbii»g8''inay. baye^ beeaiitae 
abr^^ 4i(^:o&vmi unl^sa' be kiiami iall jtbbif^i Jhat 
d^^^dndttfovi^lbff Daityir^ b^il^.ofrie tlma^k»vhe 

^jSnm^f^MAAgotl ecrte^ la $iiltt^ 8l^9in4^ai il^ e^e 

9afdfaiiad)dfMtift»)dittipto>^o£lQttr<ic^^ 

-Off tiiia>^9Utbridar!<)di*> loimrfalowditppe^mD^eb^f .a 

J |iaiidhiin>l<»«t>ja vdiydbU'aadfliwIbwtriaitf aat^t<> B<Xhe 

■' 9O Off y. -vt^'t t..r<: ^A-i..>i nV f-.f^i .o'.i*. rt /.•■ 



I9Q 73i4^.XS»U9^.mAt^'.^SA^ 



^9;pipri|iB^ and fttoedt^TQMAwiliiiffdaiii faMtfUil»|' 
a nifinmeAt ftf diobcBMr tonAenfaaMv idUbbdliiar 
fmcriWMmriYi dlMttUtMche morai fMtifiNiit m^WMiT 

^eqifUpig^^l^ilt^if the Lordi ^' . ':^. -'^ -^^^^ 

^ 409ie»ti« «m|foyitiento: in it^ faiuabki tiiiiiinflwg 






^miaj^C^f>miii^iQiY4^^tQU mj apeetaclet; 

9it> «9iildb ^A0oc0|i&ieii|ly f Vfl^t are the rmbiis 
^iUA^Mliq^ )3t#tit Jwil^ of A§ tniOi <^ ^ «i^^ 

•side. Wfaeti I took iu the toxm ^f diete^ia^Qi'lii^'ii 

<^li^ iii[)drjre)ijmn%b» no laarkcxl a pe<^l6, that e^ery 
ki^^iUMdiiMx/r ithvm 1 I i»mi4 ^ubt the tmdi of 

4iMitMifk^hra9» Teadbg,^ and is a ^ery |^e«itr8chflf1art 
j^4l<^tid»idtrabd4itrdi9ir:ft^ I did 

4Wl g M * < *ft y AoheJ rii f.iip^aa »» ioA made: by thie.^^Ie, 
buft/oMlihi fi^hirtngt i^utt: bwftbb oottngpr^ aild k 
jiii|t;<A)My6 afeft^k^r^j^ tEe:^'^!^ iff 

4dtooft^ta jUHa<e4m4««nm^ to 

|MBe<|ni»Jfty«ilaM 4iatffiet.H{>£; i^.Qliri^^ MidVl^^b 

«jif^d]Mi festb^ioaniMw ttoMBfr^^ ^t^; - No ajK 
^^iiafmi>6gbiAtiik^.bm^ tiding^ df^-^ 
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t n: 





hmeod^ oofnitry, and o^Bm^jlQ iM^.il^^^i^ 

•f lii^bMt rank and cbfef iD&mw(^.Vaf^N»^J^^ 
«ol "QQe vhoAe active [nety and ' brig;h^.ex^M9||lejgi|^ 
in some measure, ka've tKunpisniatad .to .1^^ 
odmr di^vantages. Nor was iie of that 
wiilml olasB, who, contefnted with 6HBP<Kr{|ii^^,^. 
ciently moral character themselves, entertain,.t9<)^$^b||m^ 
table ao opinion of all around them, to iio^^i^ a 
tbolrglbt that any, who have received Christian )>||g 
tiena^ 0an fail of being sufficiently religio^is .tQ^p^ 
s^ely through this world to a better. N(Mr d(d^ bf 
belong- to another class, who, with a professed i'«g1||j^ 
to the established religion of their country, mmijSi^ 
their zeal for it, by a virulent opposition to its 7iJsij|i 
principles, and to all who act upon those priiu^qpie& 
Thia gentleman belonged to the Fr|9nd|i «chool. Ii| 
the writings of Voltaire^ Voln^y, and o^er Jcin^f^ 
spirits, he •concluded that he had ^oun^^i^J^M t^ .^el^- 

brated walking Stewart t'Favelle.d ^')F^JlP^9(f'PP^J|>^ 
discover^ the polarity of moral truth, 'hi^jg^fii^^mf^ 
of atheistical pbilosppby ,coiri«ct^^ biin ojifijj^j^^j^^ 
^n bis, eyes, /^tibe whole veneit^bl^ inagiiificp^ce ^dT 
revdc^tijfn, waft annihiteted." ** Aflt«iC;"^^!^$i%^h9^^ 
jf^ages aw;hil9, h^^ raised his cyea*. wd the gref t J^pirit 
^as j;one ! . Mi^^.tjr.trapsfonnfttion pf aU t^injpa,!^, The 
lomioftrij^ of })Q«v6n qo .longer ahone widi hia.aptew- 



dd^ r tfR/'UStf^tieU iikrth^nb linger Idoked Mr uMi 
lf!s^'b^uty;'^tte'^fttfcii^i of itight had ceased ta b^ 
f^'dei^d sofeinia by bb majesty; life and tboufbt weipc 
iioi an effect' of 'lin aA-^nrading energy; it w«6 not 
Ul pflsvldenee Aat stkpported an infinite chaige of 
de|>enclent bdngs ; his empire of justice no longer 
splread over the universe ; nor had even that univerae 
spiting from his all-creating power.'* 
" Hie husband of our cottager could not read, and 
ili^liatural dulness of his uncultivated mind, aidied by 
th4 'pernicious counsels and example of his naaier, 
had reduced him to a state of moral debasement 8[hd 
intelfectual stupidity, which resistlsd every effort to 
elevate or impress it While I conversed with his 
happier partner, he sat in the chimney corner, sunk, 
not In the depths of reflection, but in those of uncon- 
scious vacuity : nor should I wonder if his atheistical 
instructor ofletf contemplated his servant and disciple 
as ah irresistible evidence of his own assumption, that 
liian i^ biit 4 |)iece of organised matter, doomed 'to 
decay and^erish, tnfe offspring of chance, and the in- 
heritor 6f8bhiKilatibn.*fhe wife, happily, bfessed with 
the ability to' r^a^^ and^ enriched witfi that volume 6f 
revealeil tru'th^" which is all sufficient/ iii the hands of 
the Holy Spirit, to erilighteii and save the soul, was 
enabled to bafflfe every effort to overthrow her AitV: 
and while her' wealdiier and more literate neightiour 

s 



I§l ^(i^tiii^'mi^m'^sl^hM, 



.Ji 



fffes^ttt'Obd and Sa7tbtrr,^jina |^ed{)/t<^j hj^iimii&%i 

te^ wiifto, glory, konout, and iraiMibiftAlliy;^ ttPiPfttfc 
itii-arigiiia!6fCowper'ii picture. * "^ -'-^^ ^^^^s erfi 

Yon cottager, who weaves at her own door, 
, pillow and bobbins all her little store; 

Conlent,' though mean, and cheerftilv fftibtg^ 
•'.^ ^uffliii^Hiirthfefads about the Kvelo!ig^i«y^yJii?n 
3s>ojl^| Mdi;i%'»Md Jcaom nortnore^ iidr JBible pniirrm 
on A tfuth/tiie biiil^mt.FE^cIinaa^ neypr.lgif^ifjl^^^ '^^ 
V M^^ iR thai ,<^h^rt^r,r^(k, . with sparj^l}n|;^ %^§hms 

JJer title to a treasure in the skies. 

^ '* One of thenbl^t wiiiefB'^of oiXjri«|fq, iiAftebqiMtilj 
"^^iid ' edtitincing^y {Mttved-^'^d 'iuiilufigiu:taadBnc^/i)C 
atheism to lodfe^' ^V^ry ;«odail^bidlidi4pr.dffiMj^itefiry 
^ddhir^stic ohartty , ttod ' 4o gnrei uluiaalitoiilficftaaa to 
-%lEid^il&llt^:' ' The g<^ttemani%f 'Whl>i]kih1s $Kittqgitfpig«ire 

^^ef^tf^¥l^i^ed!mo#^ ^iMktf^^ifi^vbnad ^Jw^d 
»%iP^«^^A^''c^11>f^it!Uikm>«f Wftrrn^ iauHai^Yiat 

t^^«i6to;clhad j<(l«^Mlea^ ^lace'te^'hisf^^abWhr, :)aolKii((to 



the grave and monument qC oQ^Q^ ^^^^9!!^.^rP^MP 
terms, the extinction of parental feeling in the father's 

bosom.'^  ■•■ ,'  •■ ■•'■" """^^ . 

^JJI^.fi^tlje^t, then, is on principle^ an **ei^eraY of all 

Tighte^^j^ft|6SJs/' He i^ iwndef . the in^^^.^.^ no 

mo^t; whidi leads toithe finnAi&dn aod/ilp^ 99^T;ci8e 

of exalted Tirtues ; while he o#ti8 the: aiMh6rttji ^ no 

effid^nt restraint from the basest Vices. ' Hisr^'l&iily 

have no firm hold on his aflTections;^ his neiglibours 

Yli«Wiif)(k.ia9iaae pledge.of hi^k^oevol^ctce; his cpimtry 

'^(ha^sHit.^secuiiiiyibr.his patriotism ; and the world hj^ 

YTtollii;i|^JtolBxp^ ftiom his philaAtbr<^y. 

oi JBiiiDilttitiAii^ apdL' ddttlBi ar^. ijiot the on)y, i^fX^ 

d^lliohgpttott ^flB(tall %0 . maQ, *f Mway ^ TflthquJ;, Sf^W^B" 

-I6iig3th»ijpi»fetai0ii jof Chrisi(iiimtj:> fp.iUiiQVil ^oPF^y 

Lfi^oBtingt itsirdM|in^isfcmg dpetiiiaet^ .Uv,e jn;^^Q^.jS^n 

Jfchgtoitiial wl^J«»7afiiita la(!«^4pd,j$CMi,t^%ti^ 

-sttiHqK fadipoitet^pi|j^«j(|iey;Arf,nQv^.a^k^,tq.^^ 
ojpinteJit .vMrimt^iterjiorrij'; U jbf^p9t§i^!B«^ Wilg|Mi{9°y 
bjidsteidfiirf<*f^4l>tBfei9git<^r;J^eftr:^, ^ft^^^J^ngj^,^ 
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ds^resting weight upon ftH tteir enjoytnents and |Mir-: 
tiiutt* Their religion, inMe^- of eomforting them 
under their ttoubles, 14 itself their greatetttrimbley 
firom whbh thejr Heek reffilge in' the disgipation and 
vanity ef the worlds iii^l the throbs and ^mults of 
•omdeQce force them bark np<m reUgion. TliiiB bus-" 
t>eoded between opposite powers^ the sport of contra- 
dictory foiaeilces, ^ey ixk disqu^fied "for the hi|p* 
piness of both worlds ; and neither enjoy the pleasares 
of sfaiy nor the peace of piety.-^t is this' class of 
professors who are chiefly ilor^anger of being entangled 
in the snarias of infidelity.'^ . ^ 
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